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How do you spell success? R-o-n-n-a
She has Romney name, ‘
but supplies her own grit

By Kathy Parrish
stalf wrlter

Before startng her talk, Ronna
Romney couldn't reslst wiping off the
tap of the podium with her hand.

“That’s the houscwife comlng out In
me, It's very dusty,” Romney sald with
a laugh to her audlence of Qakland
Communlty College (OCC) students,

The daughter-in-law of former Re-
publican governor George Romney and
& woman who has achieved success in
her own right, Ronna was fnvited to
talk about success to the students,

She was recently clected a Michigan
representative to the prestigious na-
tional Republican commlttee defeating
two ather candldates for the post.

ROMNEY, 40, and her husband,
Scott, an attorney, are actlve In philan-
throple causes as well as politics. She
has recently written a book and Is
mother to five chlldren ranging from a
4-year-old preschooler to a 20-year-old
OCC student who Is determined to work
hls way through college. She is also co-
chairing the Michlgan finance commit-
tee for the re-clection of Preslident
Reagan.

She confessed that her 1ife these days
is a “balancing act.”

In politics, Romney cxpects te make
an impact on national Republican poli-

cy.

I think I'm in the foretront of a dif-
ferent Kind of womnan coming Into poll-
ties,” she said. “1 represent a more
moderate volce, You can be all woman
— very feminine — and stlll have a ot
to offer.”

Romney advised her audience that
wealih i3 not the key to success.

BEING SUCCESSFUL is “being hap-
Py, fulfilled and reaching some kind of
contentment,” she sald,

“I've known a lot of successful
ple, and in the cnd what they consider
important are their personal relation-
ships.

“When they talk about success, they

don’t measure it in terma of meney."

Romney, who teaches n Sunday
school class in her Mormon church,
sald her goal for her children is person-
al happiness.

She said expericnclng success means
also knowlng fajture.

She talked about her own case of
“F.O.F."” — or “fear of fajlure.”

Romney sald her concern for what
others might think about her kept her
from trying out for the student council
or cholr whlle she was student at
Scaholm High school In Birm!ingham.

“1 was never wllling to put myself on
the line and fail, I also dldn't succeed,”
sald Romney, wha said she wen't atlow
her chtldren to say "I can't.”

As an adult, she said she found out
that taking chances can be worth the
risk.

SHE WAS divorced at 22 with a
young son when she met Scoit Romney
on a blind date, “He thinks I can do
anything, that I'm superwoman. But
I'm not. I don't do everythlng well,” she
said.

As a member of the Romney family,
life was “llke an eternal sorarily rush.”
She sald she forced herself to contrib-
ute. “I would lose weeks of sleep before
8 speech. It was so bard,” Romney re-
called.

Worklng on several campaigns
mc‘ant some wins and some losses. But
ali'were learning experiences for Rom-

ney.

Tired of “lunch at Somerset Mall
with the glrls," the former elementary
school teacher declded to get a mas-
ter's degree In math. But juggling a
computer class and catering to her
family turned ont to be too much to
handle.

And her effort to write a book also
ended jn 200 refection slips from pub-

lishers,

“I WAS an absolute flop. I just
couldn't make It,” recalled Romney,
who learned from that dismal experl-
ence and went on to author a successful
book on marrtages called “Glving Time
aChance.”

THE MAPLE CLINIC, INC.

Is Proud to Announce that Its
Adult and Child/Adoelescent Psychiatric Treatment Programs
have been Awarded Accredlation by

The Joint Commission on Accrediation of Hospitals
Chicago, lilinois

The Blrmingham Clinic Is located at 950 East Maple Road
and Its key staff includes:
Jay Van Zoeren, M.D., Modical Director
Susan K, Flsh, MSW, ACSW, Unit Chlof, Adult Servicas
Stephen P, Sonnenberg, MSW, ACSW, Unlt Chiof, Child/Adotescant Sorvicos
John H. Vandorlind, MSW, ACSW, Administrative Director
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‘I've known a lot of
successiul people, and
in the end what thoy
consider Important are
their personal
relationships.”

‘There isn't anybody in” *
this world who can tell
you that you can’t do
anything. The two .
most powerful words

in the world are ' can.””’

‘I could be a little
princess, live in the
governor's old house
and go to Somersat
Mall and eat, eat, eat.
But how meaningless,’

“So many peaple I have met In busi-
ness have had failure after falture, but
you don't remémber the failures. You
remember the successes,” she sald.

Romney's advice an achleving suc-
cess included learning how to think
positively. She follows her own advice
by reading books that “jift” her up.

"You have to keep feeding yourself,

pumplng yourself up, to keep going,”
she sald,

“There Lsn't anybody In this world
who can tell you that you can't do any-
thing. The two most powerfut words in
the world are ‘I can.’ ™

Drawing on political examples, she
urged the students to keep plugging
away at success.

“LINCOLN was a real loser unti] he
ran for presient,” she said. “And the
classic guy who never quits Is Richard
Nixon, You swat him down, and he gets
up and tries agaln.

“1 glve him credit. He's a gutsy guy.”

en's issues is controversial. But she
sees three women [n the cabinet and 2
woman Supreme Court justice as proof
that there Is “more mobllity for women
under thls administratlon."”

She'd llke o sec more women
tralned for polltical office, since many
have been home taking care of famllics
and don't have the credentinls needed
torun,

Romney doesn't rule out politleal
oftice for herself someday, but she sald
it won't be In the near future becaugs
she is busy taklng care of her children: :

“But I don't need to be in the fore:
Iront if I'm working for a good candi:
date,” she sald, :

AS A NATIONAL committee mem-
ber Romney Is requlred to attend only
four meetings a year in Washlngtori
D.C. Other party dutles, such as helping
ralse §150,000 for the president's re-
clectlon campaign, take more time. -

Her active Jife Isn't always casy. The
family now eats fast foods more olten
and her husband i3 learning 1o cook, .

And there’s the critlcism from those
who accuse her of the “rich dllettante
syndrome." .

“How do you fight it?” asks Romneyy

wha admits her husband compares her'
to the TV character Lucy Ricardo (Lys

Romney is planning another book,
this time on women.
President Reagan's record on wom-

ellle Ball played the part an 1 Love!
Lucy") because he never knows what
she'll tackle next.” o

at Peace In Scarch of Makers I1.

March 26 at Oakland Unlversity.

The symposlum on natlonal security and dis-
armament will be from noon (o 5 p.am. Monday,

Ex-CIA deputy speaks
on arms control at QU

Herbert Scoville, former CIA deputy director
for rescarch and current president of the Arms
Centrol Assoclation, will be a featured speaker

373-6457.

Scoville will be jolned by Richard Barnet, co-
founder of the Institute for Pollcy Study; John
Marshall Lee, former adviser to the U.S. ambas-
sador to the United Nations; and William Court-
hey, deputy director of the Office of Strategle
Nuclear Policy In the State Department.

There Is a $5 registratlon fee. To register, call .
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PELLA WAREHOUSE SALE
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Do It Yourself and Save!
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» Doorwalls (Pella & LP)
* Special Trapezoids
Folding Doors
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Classic and clean, our white melamine workeentet is perfect as a home office, m

ateen’s room. The desk top measuzes a big 30x6.

15 472" long, 18~ wide and the large storage pedestal which rolls on casters

hos a small drawer plus a letter of fegal size e drawer. And all pieces have

softly rounded edges. Separately: Desk, $125: Typing relurn, $85; Pedestal.
140. Also shown, desk chatt in brown, blue or gray, $59.

37, the attached typing return

op West of Telegraph Birmingham, M| 48011
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9.9
9.5:30, Sun 12.5

.7 STAINLESS
5-Place Place Setiings | * Business s ?'{}'ﬁ‘:}::y”&'ﬁ:
; S b al Te
1t's emart to start with the * Nursing * Music
e et e 0w ara * Dietetics  » Ant
purchased. For years of dining ¢ Fashion Merchandising
mmo 50 Areas of Study
F Dovor, Pymouth
Rock, Lakowood, S'mlniquc. Associate, Bachelor & Master's Degrees
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he workcenter

SOUTHFIELD
26026 \V. 12 Mile Rd. 48034

Tues, Wed, Sat 10-5:30. Sun 12-5

MADONNA  VISIT OPEN HOUSE

M

COLLEGE
36600 SCHOOLCRAFT ROAD SUN. MARCH 25
LIVONIA, MICHIGAN 38150
FAL 5915000 2-4 p.m.

that works best for you.
desk set 5369 reg. $429
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he center has a 28x60*
drawers and a separate 47%4n18* lyping extenslon on casters.
$250 reg. $299: Typing return. $319 zeg. $130. Alsa shown,
n brown, blue, gray or red fabric, $128.

BIRMINGHAM
234 S. Hunter Blvd.

Tues, Wed, Sat 10-5:30, Sun 12.5
Valet parking avallable
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