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Altred Dinverno chocks the stock at Discount Video Movics, formerly the Fun Factory, on Grand River in Farmington Hille.

Video rage moves to living room;
game center readjusts its sights

By Tom Baer
staff writor

The video arcade Is dead. Long live
hame video.

‘That's the thinking behind a business
move made by Alfred Dinverno, owner
of Discount Video Movles, formerly
The Fun Factory, on Grand River In
Farmington Hilly.

In its boom days, The Fun Factory
was usually jammed with youngsters
testing their skills on Dinverno’s 70-0dd
coln-operated videa games, The Fun
Factory was what's known as a video
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By TYom Baor
staff writer
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Farmington was “a little, vlllage-type town™ In the
words of Delos Hamlln, who was a {ugltive from the
chores on the family farm near Clare, Mich., when he

“I'd had enough of farm work,” Hamlin remembered,
"1 was supposed to be down for a short visit with my
cousin, but I knew I wasn't going back.”

Hamlin, in fact, never milked another cow. Instead, he
stayed on in Farmington to make a name for himself in

As Farmington mayor {1942-51), Gakland County su-
pervisor (1942-72) and longtime merchant, Hamlln wlt-
nessed the transformation of the Farmington community
from farming vlllage to bedroom suburb.

Now retired and llving In Venice, Fla., on the Gulf
Coast, the 79-year-old Hamlln called up a few memories

b in a recent tel

o 2N

Dolos Hamiin

interview,
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and his 5-month-old
posed for this 1828 photo on the lawn of thelr
Farmington home.
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Candidates grilled for

By Teri Danas
stat wrltor

Interviews with seven candldates for
the job of of ce-

The candldates hail from a mixed
bag of urban and rural school districts,
ranging in size from 1,600 students to
6,800 students. Clarenceville's student

Claren

ville Publle Schools will end tonight.

Trustees have been Interviewing

candidates throughout the weekend.

They are sceking a replacement for the
retiring David McDowell, .

‘Trustees sald Saturday they could be
ready to pame two or three finallsts as
carly as tonight. A discussion of the

tes may take place at the closa
of Interviews tonight.

The candidates, all Michigan men,
were selectad from a field of 92 initial
applicants. What follows is a brief cdu;
catlonal and employment summary o
thelr ba ds, Clarencevilla offi-
mu 1dentitifled them for the first timo

w
The district includes parts of Livo-
nia, Farmington Hlls and Redford

ownship.
Two of the cight u{adldatu bave had
a8 -

Is about 2,000.

Four of the candldates bave carned
thelr doctorales in the fields of educa-
tion and administration,

One ls curmmn:ly writing his doctoral

erty, 8 Hazel Park resident, has worked
for Hazel Park schools for 25 years as
a dlstrict administrator, bullding prin-
cipal, student counselor and science
teacher,

He has held his current post for 10
years. He also has worked for 12 years
as a graduate school lecturer at Wayne
State University and Eastern Michigan
U in

arcade, a delight to most young people
who frequented it, but a pain to some
clty officials who tricd to regulate it
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Tales of w
ring clear

at tax

By Joanne Mollsxawaki
staff writer

Every taxpayer has a story.

And as of last Thursday, the Farm-
ington Hills Board of Review had heard
about 428 cases of lament and angulsh
over the recently mailed property tax
assessments,

‘That, however, doesn't Include the
250 property tax appeals recelved by
mail, or the number of appeals that
have yet 10 be heard by the three-mem.
ber review board through March 29,

There's no doubt about it though,
property owners' tales of woe can be
traced to an average 1-2 percent in-
crease in 1984 property tax assess-
ments.

The Increase 1s made harder to swal-
tow when compared to the overall 4
percent drop In e

time
husband had lost his job and pension,

Besides the obvious hardship, the
couple also felt their asscssment should
be lower In light of the neighborhood's
contlnual flooding prablems and the
group home for mentally rctarded
adults that had located down the street,

“You brought these pleturcs in lasi
year," sald board of revlew member
Robert Beauchamp.

“But the problem is still there,” the
homeowner responded.

"Tled with hardship as a major reason
for appeallng assessments s the slow
houwslng market, Romer sald. Assess-
ments are based on 50 percent of mar-
ket value.

“Everyone seems to think the mar.
ket has turned down. They feel the
market i3 dead.”

In defense of his request for an as.

a'h

Xper
enced by Farmington Hills in 1983,
But the reasons for appeals haven't
changed much since last year when the
review board heard 900 appeals,
“Hardshlp seems to be the big one,”"
sald Robert Romer, city assessor.

FOR EXAMPLE, a middle-aged
couple appealing their asscssment Jast
week sald they couldn’t pay the bot-
tomiine figure, partleularly since the

e on
High Meadow argued that onc of his
neighbors had been asking $127,000 for
his house. When finally sold, the neigh-
bor recelved $105,000.

“Our home ls smaller than most
homes in the sub," he sald, appealing
hia $1,700 assessment Increase.

On the other hand, a Green Hill Com-
mons vesldent accused the review

Please turn to Poge 8

How to protect yourself
during tornado season

When you hear a blasting siren at
1:30 p.m. on Thursday, relax. It's only a
test.

As part of Michigan Tornado Safety
Weck, March 25-31, tocal and county
officials will be testing tornado warn-
ing sirens n the Farmington area and
all of Oakland County.

With tornado season approaching
(Aprll, May, June and July), police and
fire offlcials are to

A basement offers the greatest safety
for persons seeking shelter during a

warning. In h

without b.

ments,

you should take cover in the center of
the house on the lowest floor in a small s

room.

learn the differcnce between a tornado
watch and warning.

A tornado watch is issued when con-
ditions exlst for the development of a
tornado. Watches lasting two (o slx
hours, glve residents time to plan and
prepare for a tarnado.

A tornado warning — a steady three-
minute tone -= means take cover im-
mediately beeause a tornado has actu.
ally been sighted or Is strongly tndicat-
¢d by radar. Warnings cover three or
four countles and are usually ne longer
than an hour and a half.

Clarenceville pos

school assistant principal, and a hlolo-
gy, math and sclence teacher, He has
worked as an cdueational consultant on
the side.

Drue has a bachelor of sclence de-
gree In secondary education from East-
ern Michigan University, a master’s

DURING A tornado watch, residents
should take the time te place small ob-
jects, such as garbage cans and hicy-
¢les, Inslde the house or garage. Chil-
dren should be kept under close super-
vision during a watch.

In the cvent of a tornado warning,
residents should seck shelter and Msten
ta radio or television for further lnfor-
mation. Residents are asked to avold
calling police and fire departments or
the news media.

A basement offers the greatest safe-
ty for persons secking shelter during a

native of Redford

warnlng. In homes without basements,
you should take cover in the center of
the house on the lowest floor in a small
room, such as a closet or bathroom

You should not remain In a mobile
home or vehtcle durlng a warning. In-
stead, the safest cholce is to lie flat in
the nearest ditch, ravine or culvert
with your hands shielding your head.

If you are in open country during a
tornade warnlng, you should get into a
sturdy building, If possible. If not, lie
flat in a ditch or depression and hold
onio something on the ground.

C flrm of Ma-

and a
Thurston High graduate, v

® Gary Davls, 44,

. comb County since July‘i“!.
Previously, Davls, a Utlea restdent,

a
consultant with the Willlam J, Banach

Please turn to Paga 4

degree In secondary from
Wayne State and a doctorata In general

thesis and have spe-
clalists degrees, the minlmum educa-
tional requirement for the Clarence-
ville job,

According {0 school board president
Michael Manore, trustees could select
the finalists ag early as tonfght, follow-
ing the last candidate interview. It's
also likely that the board will call a
special meeting this week to further
dlscusa the process, A sensa of urgency
bas emerged in the Interview process,

finalists has dropped out of the race

while two others have told the board of

other job prospects they are conslder-

Ing along with the Clarenceville post.
The are:

elsawhero In the state, They now work
#3 profenslonal consultants. The other
casdidates ara hlgh-ranklog school ad-
ministrators and one ly a retiring state
legialator,

® Robert Hagerty, 47, director of
sludent services, evaluation, research
and specinl education for the Hazel
Park Community School District. Hag-

tlon and leadership, He co-authored a
bock, “How to Make Federal Ald to Ed-
ucatlon Work for You.”

'Hc worked for the atate Deplmui:t

and business manage-
ment,

@ Robert Nakoncezny, 38, admints-
tratlve assistant in charge of general

o as an )
mere than 80 state achool districts,

Ho bas a bachelor's degree from
Western Michigan Unlversity in educa-
tion, a master’s degres from Wayne
State In guidance counseling and & doc-
torate from Wayne Stato In educational
leadership,

® James Drue, 51, deputy superin-
tendent for instruction for Lhe Berkley
School District. Drue, & Rochester resi-
dent, has held hia current post for four

years.

Previously, be was princlpal at Ro-
chester Hlgh School and at Milford
Hlgh School In the Huroa Valley School
District. He has been a junfor high

for the Plok-
ney School District. Nakoneczny, &
Brighton resident, bas beld that job for
the past seven years.

Previously, ha was the district’s high
school assistant and building principal
He also worked as a high school princl-
pal In the Howell School District and aa
an assiatant accounting professor at
Adrian College. He taught math in the
Detroit Public Schools and taught and
ran a Horizons Upward Bound program
at Cranbrook Academy.

He has a bachelor’s degree In ac.
counting/business adminlstration from
Mlchigan State University, a master's
degree In math and a doctorate in edu-
catlon, both from Wayne State. He's a
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