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“Principal urges teaching how to think, not just facts

ny Patricia N. Boullng
Novl~WuIIod Lako Nows

wonls 1s galnlng equat Importance.
compare, Interpret and

Allcr decades of asking the same
questions, clementary teachers now
tearn they may be asking the wrong
questlons,

Who, what, when, explain and deline
have been the key words in teachlng
knowledge and comprehension to chil-
dren,

However, as cducators, including
those in Walled Lake schools, examine
how to prepare youngsters far a rapld-
ly changlng, more technical and highly
complex socicty, a new set of key

jn.suly are the question starters that in-
structors must use to teach children to
think, not fust to recall facts,

“What s taught, and especlally what
Is tested [n today's elementary schools,
1s of a concrete and objective nature,”
explalned Robert Voss, principal of
Maple Elementary School In West
Bloomlicld, “In other words, it appears
we teach to the facts but not to the
thinking processes. (As a result) stu-
dents are, at best, equipped with a set
of facts that may become Im:lc.-vnm to
thelr future needs.”
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VOSS PARTICYPATED on a com-
mittee of teachers and princlpals that
was formed In 1979 to study the necd
for teaching “Critical Thinklng Skills"
in Walled Lake achools. Although the
study was launched with federal dol-
lars, much of the work was donc *on
the slde” with no school district dollars
available, he said.

percent (of the currlcutum). They're
not lcarned as caslly, they're not taught
o3 casily, and they're not tested as casl-
Iy

CRITICAL THINKING skills soon
may become “the next educatlonal
bandwagon,” Voss sald. *We'll all be
Jumplog on.” Supplemental classroom

This month Voss 0 In-ser-
vice workshop at Walled Lakc Western
High School to teach 14 elementary in-
structors how to include higher level
thinking skills In classroom actlvities.
“Eighty percent of what you're
teaching will not be useful {to the stu-
dents) when they graduate from high
school,” Voss sald. “The higher thinking
skilis — analysls, synthesls and evalu.
tlon — probably comprise less than 10
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ol In thinkin,
skills already are becoming avallable,
he added.

“But the problem with these mater]-
als Is that they den't show he teacher
how ln leuah the process (lor critlcal

ly, students likely will be dumbfaundcd
when suddenly confronted with a ques-
tlon that requires them to evaluate, jus-
tity or interpret.

*“The critical thinking skilis project ls
designed to develop student skills in
processing Informatlon, reasonlng and
In making sound judgments,” Voss
To’tcd In his Introductlon to the ln-serv-
eing.

TESTING THINKING skills Is a par-
tieulor problem at the upper level,
Voss sald. Multiple choice and true/
{also questlons test kmowlege and com-
prehenslon, but to test whether a child
Is thinking about the materlal belng
taught requires an cssay question. If
the nstructor has 200 students, testing
higher level thinklng skills may be
prohibitive,

In the course of its rescarch the com-

mittec cvaluated samples of soclal
studies curriculum in grades 3-8. More
than 90 perecent of the learning objee-
tlves emphasized knowledge and com-
prehenslon. The higher thinking skils
of analysis and cvaluatton nearly were
non-existent among the soclal studles
objectlves, P

IN OBSERVING 11 clementary
classrpoms, commlitee membera dis-
covered that discussion focused on Yact
recall and understanding, When polled,
only 3 pereent of the teachers said they
did a very good job of praviding oppor-
tunity for students to practice higher
level thinking. Flity-five percent said
they did an adequate to good job nnﬂ

‘The majority of these same teachers
2afd the Walled Lake schools curtlcu-
lum does not provide adequately for
(uchlng critleal thinking,

The transltion to teaching critical.
thinking i3 not an easy one, Voss sald.
“It'’s hard to explaln -the concep!. of
there belng ‘no rlxht amwet alter
teaching and

42 perccnl sald they did a fai

comprehenston,” he sald.

Tower hearing
set by council

Amateur radlo operators wlll bnve

tenna towers to the zoning ordinance's
st of height

one more opportunity
Farmington Hills offlcials to chnnge
the elty'a helght restrictions for anten-
na towers at a publle hearing scheduled
for 7:30 p.m. Monday, April 30,

Supporters and opponents of the pro-
posed antenna helght change will share
a portion of the apecial city council
meeting in April with residents oppos-
ing a proposed zone change at Franklln
Fairwuy and 13 Mile, near Northweat-
emn Highway.

Farmington Hills City Councli thls
wecek scheduled the speclal meeting be-
cause both Issues are expected to be
controverstal and to draw large
crowds,

Ham radlo operators will be asking
the council members to overturn a re-
cent planning commlsslon’s recom-
mended denial of a request to add an-

1f the council overturns the planning
commlssion's recommendation, radlo
operators wotld be allowed to bulld an-
tennas to a maximum 75 feet. Current-
ly, ham operator towers are restricted
to 25 fect,

Resldents from the most of the clty's
subdivisions, however, are opposed (o
the proposed helght change. They
maintain that the current procedure of
allowlng the zoning board of appeals to
grant varlances to extend antenna
towere beyond 25 fect s the best option
for nelghbors who are ailowed to sup-
port or opposc the varlance before It Is
granted.

A big turnout Is also expected when
the council considers the plannlng com-
misslon’s recommendation to rezone
property at Franklin Falrway and 13
Mile from resldentlal to office,
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