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Open House
introduces
Gymboree
in Michigan

Gymboree opens in Michlgan with
open house for parents and their 3-
month 1o 4-year-old chlldren Monday
and Tuesday, April 2-3, In Bethlehem
Lutheran Church, 35300 Eight Mite.

Mary Michalgk, owner and operator
of the movement and play program,
will Introduce guests to the Gymboree
philosophy, the equipment and the fa-
cllitles 9:30-11:3¢ 2.m. and 6-8 p.m.
Monday, and $:30-11:30 a.m. Tuesday.

Michalok 1s one of two franchise
owners who are opening Gymboree this

e

program as “the most exciting new do-
1 fn early

to ever happen.”
She is a former spectal-education
teacher for Detrolt Publle Schools and

All Gymboree classes wind up with a hugo rainbow-colored para-

chute that ia placed on a conter mot for youngsters to ride on or run

where learning and play can happen in
@& cheer{ul ‘yes’ atmosphere,” she said.

GYMBOREE 1S a tyke-slzed world
of colorful, safe gymnastic-like play
tom-deslened

Wayne County I Schools,
Now an attorney, the Farmlngton resl-
dent, who has an 8-month-old baby,
aald she found Gymboree fit well inio
both her teaching philosophy 2s well as
enabling her to keep working while
ralsing her child.

"I‘t provides the ideal place for free

spring In the state. She

Rules switched

By Loralno McCliah
stalt writor

For as many years as Farmington
Musicale has been giving musical
scholarships, the competition has ai-
ways been open to students who live go
1o schoo! here, Also included are all
chitdren of Musicale members.

This year the rules were switched.

Those ellgible for the “Awards In
Musical Excellence” must lve here or
be a child of 2 member.

The new rullng has ellminated youog
musiclans from other communitles
who attend Hille), Qur Lady of Mercy
High School, Beehan Junlor High,
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Audrey DiMarco works on one of the palatings
the prostiglous Juried gallery of Farmington Ariists Club's spring
itit, soi iniv year for Friday-Sunday, April 13-15, In Msrcy Con-
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Northwest Lutheran High and St. Pau)
Lutheran School.

A few music teachers and students
wha feel an affinity to the Farmington
arca because they work or go to school
here were dlsappolnted enough about
the ruling to talk about their feellnga.
‘The protests brought to the attention of
this newspaper brought out at lcast one
glaring fact. To wit: Tecns heading for
a music career have thelr own speclal
and separate rows to hoe.

g1 and apeci-
ally selected for the infant-to-tot set.
Every Gymboree center, (there are 120
in the country) s almllarly patterned
after the corporate base In Californta,
Michalak took tratning in the Gym-
borce philosophy, then viewed other
centers in actlon where the little ones
were given every possible opportunity

for sliding, bouncing, jumping, rolling,
swinglng, rocking and climblng.

“The most common question the
teachers get has to do with what Is al]
this going to do for a 3-month-old,” Mi-
chalak sald. “Well I can teli you It is
amazing how fast they learn; how they
will choose themsclves to do other
things, try different things, come up
with their own llkes and preferences.”

All actlvities at Gymboree are de-
signed to enhance the development of
motor skils and to stimulate vislon,
hearing, balance, touch and body

A

awareness, necessary for later learn.

“Rescarchers have found that half of
all learning happens before the age of
4, and it's all coupled with fun,” she
sald,

Gymboree is a parent, or grand.
parent, partlielpation program.

“Mom, dad, grandparents, or ail of
them at once, ean get down an the mats
and {eel good about playlng wlith the
child," Michalak said. “What happens

N,
A

under. Parents and children are invited to open house noxt woek

and foarn about the class offarings that begin the wook of April 6,

Is that indescribable thing called com-
munfeation, real positlve parenting,
and an incredible amount of self-confi-
dence built in the children.”

GYMBOREE CLASSES in Farming-
ton Hills begin the week of April 9,

Each class ks 45 minutes long and is
especially designed for each of three
age groups,

Michalak will send a Gymboree bro-
chure on request by calling her at 477-
1084.

for scholarship competition

these competltions to young musicians?

THE FIRST questlon comes {rom
Barbara Grover, chalrperson for this
year's competitlon. She was flem in her
stand saying the young woman who
won the flrst prize last year, a Pontiac
resldent’ ‘won't be contributing her tal-
ents here.”

“The money (for the scholarshlp
fund} was raised locally and should be
given to local kids who can give back to
this " she sald.

two were

raised.
What kinds of boundaries or conflnes
it Is possible to put on musical excel-
lence? And Just how Important are

e wiil submit for

The rule was made by the committee
Grover heads, passed on to a board
which approved it, then was made
known to the general membershlp,

LARRY TEEVENS, head of the mu-
slc department at Mercy High and di-
rector of the Mereyalres, was the most
vocal of the protesters agalnst the rul-

ing.

*“These klds arc a natlonal treasure,”
Teevens said of hls students knocked
out of the competition. They betong to
atl of us and I don't belleve that any of
us can do enough to develop or encour-
age any of them.”

Teever sald Grover told him, “The
musical talents bere should be used in
the Farmlngton arca."Tcevens sald the
musleal talents must move on."We are
only transistional in thelr lives, We
sure aren't the end-all.

Artists spring
exhibit planned

Members of the Farmington Artists
Club are In the flnal stage of prepara-
tons for thelr 1964 spring exhlblt Fri-
day. April 13, through Sunday April,
154n Mercy Center, 28600 i1 Mile
Road, through Gate 4 cast of Middle-
belt Road.

Hours are 10 a.m. to 9 p.m, Friday
and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. There is no
admission charge and refreshments
asre compllmentary.

Fran Nicolson, pen-and-lnk artlst
and chalrperson of the exhibit, Endl-
cates that the successful format of pre-
vious shows will be followed, A juried
gatlery, an open gallery and an un-
framed arca will be featured. Quallty
works of art offering a varlety of
atyles, technlques and medla may be
purchased in a wide price range.

Juror for this exhiblt is Norita
Frcka, finstructor at Birmingham
Bloom!leld Art Assocliation and Center

chased from club members or at the
exhiblt. Proceeds from the raffle bene-
{1t the Farminglon Art Foundation, ser-
vice branch of the club.

The Farmington Art Foundation
sponsors the Picture Lady art appreci-
atlon program for Farmington area
schools and the palnting classes for
senlor adulta in Farmington Hills Sen-
{or Adult Center,

The exhlbit is made possible through
a grant from the Farmington Arca Arts
Commissien,

Students
discuss
debate

Slx students réprueuled Harrlson
High School at the third annual Oak-

for Creative Studlea. 1and County Student Leadershlp Forum
F Artists Club this month,

have recelved g T of Shella Hi , Margo Freedman,

the fine talent and originality exhibited  Byendon Fitrpatrick, Amy Jacobs,

in thelr work. Many are art-  Mike Alcantara and Marc Te

Ists In the metropolitan Detrolt a
and award winners [n natlonal exhibl-
tions,

A popular attraction of the exhlblt is
& ralfle of artworks donated by club
members. Donors for this exhiblt are
Marilyn Lilygren, Fran Nicolson, Lols
Bro, Betle Noreen, Audrey DiMarco,
Vicky Beck, Joan Walsh, Anne X.
George, Jim Giannantonl, in addltion to
& donatien from the estato of Lilian
Korttila. Raffle tickets may be pur-

were among the 250 students leaders
who came together to discuss and de-
bate the proposed changes in high
school En Mich:

"It they stayed In our little league
forever, none of us would be dolng the
Job we should be dolng for them.”

Teevens sald he belleves It is the job
of every music teacher or music pro-

but I know I have to got better and it is
important to me to know how I com-
pare; know what I'm up against when
l'x}; planning on this for a carcer,” she
aaid,

Itis

motor {g steer the huds
“to where the action 1s.”

By this he sald he means cvery com-
petltion avallable and every possible
place where the student can be
motlvated to produce the highest quall-
ty of musle possble.

Lols Swanson, thls ycar’s president
of Farmington Muslcale, suspects the
roling was because of the
amount of money on hand,

“We only give $1,000 a year,” she
sald. “That Is not much when you con-
sider some of the huge grants some
groups get, like Oakway (Symphony Or.
chestra) for example, to give away. I
think the feeling was that the money
we have should be returned to the reai-
dency who pay taxcs here,”

The musicale’s scholarship commlt-
tee |s charged with raising the money
for the fund as well as spreading it out
as the members see {it. From year to
year the rules are reviewed, updated,

Iy di g to be
eliminated because of what she called
“probably the most valuable" facet of
the Musicale's competltion.

“The judges always give the contes-
tants a few minutes of critique, I ac-
companled a vocatlst for the competi-
tion last year and though she didn't
win, the words of encouragement she
got from the fudges kept her going.”

CHRISTA GRIX, a private music
teacher here and In Livonla, told of the
value of competition while backing up
Culbertson's statement rcgarding the
Judges,

“The muslcale securcs highly re-
spected and quallfled judges, so the
comments Lhey give to cach competltor
means a great deal to them. No matter
bow Lhey place that Is a very valuable
thing,” she satd.

Grix has three students who were
eliminated from the contest because of

changed, ! .

Currently cash awards are given in
different age group categories for vo-
calists and Instrumentalists, A memo-
rial fund started falrly recently hos en-
abled the club to glve a separate com-
petltion and a scparate award for pian-
Ists.

LAURA CULBERTSON, a West
Bloomfield resident who has been els
ther a contender or an accompanist in
the competition since she was a ninth-
grader In Mercy will enter Oakland
Unlversity next fall to pursue a degree
nmusic therapy,

“Win or lose, competltion are very
important for anyone serious about &
musle career,” she sald.

“Even if T got third place, that's $76
toward dsc:!\ool and !Enon:. Besides 11:11-
tion and regular other expenses, pri-
vale lessons are almost a requlrement
Just to keep up and that's a minimum
of $12 a week," the planist sald,

In conversation with Culbertson one
gets a sense of a sort of scramble for
musical scholarships this time of year,
especially among high school senfors
who are well aware of the cost and the
that s faclng them, She

After votlng on each of the propesed
chonges, the students presented their
concerns to & panel of Oakland County
educators.

The forum is an outgrowth of Project
Outreach, Initiated three years ago by
Michigan School Superintendent Phililp
Runkel.

was certainly aware of where music
scholarships were offered

“I tell my students they are not com-
peting against any one but themselves,
They are challenging themselves to
produce the highest quallty of music
posslble. The benetit of the competition
Is to put pressure on themselves to see
what they can do. Competitlon is a
good educatlonal too) and pressure is a
developlng quality,” she sald,

One of Grix students, a Franklin resi-
dent living in the Blrmingham School
District, was caught in the Catch 22 of
musical scholarships.

Jacky Krakow, a ninth-grader at
Mercy who has won awards for both
flute and piano excellence, was climl-
nated from the competitlon because of
residency.

She was also climinated from enter-
ing a competition in Blrmingham
which was confined to those who attend
Blrmingham schools.

‘The irony of this s that If she llved in
Farmington and chose to attend Marl-
an High School in Blrmingham instead
of Mercy In Farmington Hllls she
would have been cligible for both com-
petitions.

Oakway Symphony, Livonla Youth
Symphony and Metropolitan  Youth

based

the county and how much money each
was offering.

As for competition, she puts that val.
ne ax minning neck and neck with the
moncy at stake.

“I am a good planist. I know I am,

phony n all have
members with Farmington or Farml-
ngtéon Hills addressea
They have been motlvated to go out
of the communlty to Joln tiwse givups
by nathing else than the chance Lo pro-
duce good musie for all of us,” he sald,



