Clergy has a political roie to play e o

“Clergy should sty out of polltics.”
This is what the person who called me
wanted to say, The call was prompted
by a reference in a sermon Lo the fact
that maay of the people who are aup-
portlng Gary Hart are looking for a
new direction for our natlon.

I was [llustrating the [dea that there
is,p hunger for new dlrectlon. My re-
marks were scen as those of a minister
who had entered into polities.

This view, that clergy should stay out
of polltics, Is an especlally strong tradl-
tion among evangellcal Protestant
Christians.

“The phrase arouses old fears that
sameone will get into offfce from an-
other denomination, and Impose tholr
rellglon upon us, I comes with a fear
that politicdl [nvolvement by the cler-
gy will divide the chureh,

THIS VIEWPOINT [s that clergy
h;wa a prlvllcgeld p%sluou which they
stiould not use of political pi L It
also comes out of the betlef mrgy
should stick to the things of falth, but
should stay out of -practical matters
about which they know nothlng,

‘Regardless of all such warnlings,
clergy become Iavovled in politics. Of-
tén the costs are high, such as when a
niin s forced to leave her order to hold
a; polltical office, or a minlster is at-
tacked because he/she takes action re-
garding the arms race. It is sensitlve
issue for clergy.

. The problem is that no one clearly
determine where to draw the line be-
tween the sceular and the sacred. Docs
debate on prayer In public schooly be-
long in the US. Senate or In the
church? Is the lssue of Las Vegas style
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gambling in Detrolt a polltical or a ro-
liglous concern?

Alcohol consemption and pornogra-
phy are typleally ltems for the preach-
er to 3 about Because they deat
with Individuzl morallty. What ahout
the political policies which advance or
slow the armas race? Where s the line
which separates the secular from the
sacred?

I WAS ONCE very involved In sup-
porting & public school millage cam-
paign. I do not remember anyone criti-
clzing me for this action. Another time
1 was involved in a workshop which op-
posed the Institution of a peacetlme
draft.

careful and eaptlous about the sacred
imposlng Its belief upon the sccular: no
religlon [n the public schools, and noth-
tng of what wc find in Europe, a party
associated with a religious position.
This careful and cautlous position is
probably good, but it 15 being chal-
lenged.

Second, If clergy are invovled In any
of the concerns which affect people on
a dally basis, they will be {nvovled In
politics,

‘THE SAFEST lssue are social ser-
vice, where we dlsrlbute used clothing,
canned goods, and provide counsellng
and health care. However, once one
moves from the perspective of a local

gly _enough, p
conseription in Europe was the major
reason that many immigrated to Amer-
tea to find freedom of consclence and
freedom of their rellgious practice con-
cerning war. Yet, active involvement
of clergy in such fssues as peace and
war are often met with the phrase,
*Clergy stay out of polltics.”

First, we have to acknowledge the
fact that there are no longer clear-cut
{ines. There i3 no place where we can
stay that this issue Is a sacred issue,
and that one s secular.

Our American traditfon In recent
year is to err upon the slde of belng

volunteers

.The Oakland County Voluntcer
Bureau has a current file of volun-
teer oppartunities for more than 200

Non-profit or
needing assistance may list with the
bureau. For more information
about these and other volunteer
openings cail the bureau, 642-7272.

‘COURSE INSTRUCTORS — Michl-
gan State University-Cooperative Ex.
tenston needs child care course instruc-
tors to teach a one-hour class on choos-
ing child care sites. Some speaking
abllity. Also nceded is a budget analy-
sis assistant to Interpret computer
print-outs and glve advice on filling out

who Is precise with details and has an
orderly approach to work for four
hours a week to handle clerical and fil-
ing dutfes, Must be over 18-years-old.

JOURNALIST/COORDINATOR —
The Court Community Service pro-
gram for Oakland County nceds some-
one dependable and efflclent with ex-
cellent writlhg and critiquing skllis for
the newsletter, Slx months commit-
ment [s necessary and mileage is relm-
bursement. .

FACILITATOR — A trainlng and
orlentation facllitator Is needed by the
Oakiand County Youth Asslstance pro-
gram during evening scsalons to asslst

1érms, Training is p for both.
{OFFICE AIDE — § Ser-

with monthly mecting and
tralning new volunteers, A public
k and teachlng/tralning back-

vice of Metro Detrolt seeks & person

Custom
Tailored
Draperies

.. Add the perfect finishing
touch to you home wit|
the softness, texture and
... beauty of custom tailored
draperies! Now during
- this sale you can save
- 20% on a very special sel-
“ection of f{ine fabrics.
. Oneofourskilled interior
designers will be glad to
help you coordinate
colors and fabrics.
(Labor not included)

ey

T

ground ks needed.

to a world vicw, it {s obvi-
ous that feeding the bungry, clothing
the naked and providing medleal care
are all politleal issues,

We arc among the 10 percent who
use 40 pereent of the world's resources,
One clergy man observed that we can-
not contlnue Lo do this without militari-
Iy opposing those who would seek to
change this Imbalanee, This quickly be-
comes a polltieal issue.

Third, the most interesting phenome-
non is the manner in which the issuc
gets turned around. Political figures
can vse religious issues to further thelr
own position or to challenge the elec-

tion of a political foe. Rellglops groups
vow to defeat those senators who voted
against prayer in the public schools,

There i3 a certaln hypoerisy here,
that clergy are encouraged to apeak
about prayer in the public schools and
are told to stay away from the lssue of
the armas race or Central America.

WE HAVE TO admit that clergy
themsclves lives in a very politleal
role, 1t's not much whether they are
right or wrong morally, but whether
the people in thelr parish support ot op-
pose their stand, Bllly Graham sup-

_ported President Nlxon. This did not

particularly bother Grabam’s consti-
tuency. It did bother his conservatlve
constituency when he went to the Sovi-
et Unlon and spoke about peace,

When clergy say only those things
which are liked by the constituents,
they destroy the prophetic nature of
their call. Jeremlah was imprisoned
because he called his nation to repent.
Bonhoeffer was hung because he be-
came lnvovled in a plot to kill Hitter,

The prophetlc element In religion is
essential to It Integrity, The prophetic
elements reflects the nature of God as
one who acts to change history, Clergy
cannot totally stay out of polltles if
they decide to be true to thelr own re-
Uglous roots. They must risk the dis-
pleasure of misunderstanding of per-
sons in order to exercise their proper
role and authority. The must be true to

2ir calllng.

Clergy and thelr political invovle-
ment 18 a sensitive lasue. It will contin-
ue to attract controversy, It appears lo
be an Increasingly important {ssue In
our time.

AGORAPHOBIA
PANIC and ANXIETY ATTACKS!

Contact Terrap Michigan, Inc.

Nationwide network of treatment
. centers as seen on 60 MINUTES,
PHIL DONAHUE, KELLY & CO. & SONYA.

TERRAP MICHIGAN, INC.
111 S. WOODWARD
BIRMINGHAM, M1 48011
(313) 642:7764
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Increase Your

We will help you
lose weight fast
and safe, under
adoctor's
supervision,
and help you
maintaln It

673-1244
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~SPECIAL ONE-HOUR LEG TREATM

including: BIKINI WAXING & PEELING
THEOBROMO TREATMENT (COCOA BUTTER)
UGHT MASSAGE and

FREE Bottle of COLLAGEN LOTION to
maintain suface of skin - PLUS

ONE-HOUR ONE-ON-ONE EXERCISE
SESSION JUST FOR LEGS Inctuding
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SPECIAL VALUE $85,00
{A Savings of avor $4000) only at
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102 Pierco St. Birminghom
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On Dozens of
Selected Fabrics

LIVONIA 15700 Middlebelt (Between 5 & 6 Mie Rds) 422.8770
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Sale enda Aprll 2nd.

Getting
settled
made
simple.

WELCOME WAGON call.

listening for your call.

CALL
356-7720

New-town dllemmas fade after a

As your Hostess, it's my job to holp you
make the most of your new nelghbor-
hood. Our shopping areas. Community
opporlunities. Speclal attractlons. Lots of
facts to save you time and money. Plus a
baskel of gifts for your famlly. Il be
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 FLOWERS
FOUNTAINS
& FASHIONS!

1984 .
LAWN, FLOWER
& GARDEN SHOW

View the latest innovative

ideas in ping, backyard

gardening, deck bullding, con-

talner gardening, and floral

arrangements by 30 of the ar-

;a's {inest lanscapers and flor-
ts.

“SPRING CELEBRATION”
FASHION SHOWS

Friday, March 30 ... 2,7 p.m.
Saturday, March 31 ... 7 p.m.

Harrlett Fuller returns with a
spring extravaganza from
Summit Place’s fabulous fash-
lon stores. Enjoy '84's most
exciting fashions in the beauti-
{ul Center Court gardens.

Telegra hand
Elizabeth Lk Rd.,
Waterford Twp., -




