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BSERVERLAND gymnastics has existed

in relative anonymity In recent years,
the past, when one thought of high-
school gymnastics It was schools such as
Bloomtleld Hllls Lahser, Troy and North Farming-
ton that came to mind. Observerland Rymnastics
has ong been overshadowed by its sisters in Oak-

land County,

The shadow Ls now beglnning to move away,

Untit this year, Observerland gymnastics only in-
cluded four teams: Plymouth Canton, Plymouth Sa-
Iem, Westland John Glenn and Livonia Clarence-
ville — the jatter two not belonging to a league
structure,

‘Thls year, the Farmington Public School District
(whlch includes North Farmington, Farmington
Harrison and Farmington kigh schools) and Farm-
Ingtois Hills Our Lady of Merey have joined Ob-
serverland — giving this arca a much broader
gymnastlcs base,

Because of thls broader base, and beeause of the
talent that has always existed coupled with (he tal-
ent [n the Farmington schools, Observerland gym-
nasties has arrived. .

To honor this “stepplng out,” the Observer News-
papers proudly presents its first All-Area Gymnas.
tles Team,

SUPER SIX

Linda Beale, Plymonth Canton: What better way
‘l:n lnn;amte the arca's Iln% gli:ur contingent

D with the person many ive e best gymnast
this arca has ever produced,

Beale, a Natlonal High School Gymnastics
Conches Assoclation All-Amertean, Is the captain
{or most valuable performer) on this first Super Six

up,

group.

“Linds (a the best all-around gymnast 1 havs ever
c«:’nchh:,' l:]hd Canton mt: Jt;hn
Who bas coached & good number of outstanding
formers. “She has eclipsed every record set at g:
{on, and several of thosa will be around for a long
time. Her All-American honors are the first by any
Canton gymnast.*

:- ‘The NHSGCA honored Beale for scores of 8.9 on
" vanlt, 8.58 on balance beam, 8.7 on floor exerclsa

and a 33.95 average all-around score, Her high
. Scores thls past sesson Included a 9.0 on vault, an
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8.4 on uneven parallcl bars, an 8.75 on beam and an
8.8 on floor, Her top all-around score was 34,35,

Beale's list of acasonal highlights is most impres.
slve: She placed sixth [n the state on beam and 11th
in the state all around. She was 2 reglonal champi-
on on vault, and the Western Lakes conference all-
around champlon. She was also named the league'’s
Most Consistent Gymnast,

Beale will not pursue gymoastics after high
school, but she certalnly has made her mark in the
aport at Canton High School and throughout the
state.

Pam Modson, OQur Lady of Mercy: Within this
multi-talented performer’s repertolre ks a moat
beautiful floor exercise, Her fioor-exercise routine,
which scored an average of 8.605 and as high as 8.9,
carned Modson NHSGCA All-Amerlean honors.

Modson's high-schoal gymnestics career is quite
a story. A native of Plymouth, Modson chose to at-
tend private Mercy High School. Merey, however,
didn’t sponscr a gymoastics team. So, with the help
of ber longtime coach, Canton's Jokn Cunningham,
Modson became a one-woman team for Mercey,
competing along with the Canton team.

odson's top scores this past year were an 8.75
©on vault, 8.3 on bars, 8.45 on beam and 8.9 on floor.
Her all-around score was 33.2,

Modson, who is planning on attending the Univer-
slty of Michigan next fall, qualified. for the state
meet i both the vault and floor-cxercise events, It
was her sccond-atralght appearance at the state
meet, She quallfied by placing sixth on vault and
eighth on floor at the regional meet.

“Pam is the most coachable gymnast I've ever
worked with,> Cunninghsm szald, “Her success,
hopefully, will continue as she continues her gym-
nutl:s at U-M. Her potentlal has stili not been real-
Ized,

Mercy baa yet to win a gymnasties meot. But,
with Modson, it has won some statewlde recognl-
tion, .

Dona Kebrdle, North Farmington: Coach Mary
Johnesee-Glitz bullds powerhouse “teams” at
North, Becatss of that, sometimes Raider Individu-
als get overlooked, This All-Area team, however,
dld not overlook the Ratders’ two team lendern,

No. 1 team leader was Kebrdle, The senlor cap.
tain was the Ralders’ only competiior at the atate
meet this scason and has been a four-year stondeut
at North.
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