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Meadow Brook breathes life into ‘Candida’

Performances of the Meadow Brook Theatre
production of “Candida* by George Bernard
Shaw cantinue through Sunday, April 15, on the
Oakland University campus near Rochester,
For ticket information, call 377-3300.

By Calhle Breldenbach
spoclal writer »

The solid directing of Terence Kilburn and the
flne cait in George Bernard Shaw's “Candida™
make this squeaky-clean Victorian love triangle In-
teresting to modern audicnces, Even though Umes
have clearly changed since Victoria's day, Shaw's
::itine keeps its cutting edge, and hls wit still enter-

s,

In the play, a callow young poet named Eugene
Marchbanks is smitien by Candida, an *older wom-
an” who happens to be the wife of the parson, the
Rev. James Morcll. Joey L. Golden plays the 18-
year-old poet, Marchbanks, with boyish exuber-
ance. He's 2 shy, eceentric fellow In love wlth love.

‘The English are historically fond of eccentrics as
long as they're harmless, Marchbanks Ls a lkeable
oddball, although he doesn’t seem enough of a man
to woo the capable Candlda away from her hus-
band. In fact, he's asllly boy,

For that matter, all the men In the play arc silly
bays who depend on the good sense and compassion
of Candlda and the organlzational talents of Miss
Proserplne, the Rev. Morell's secretary.

' WILLIAM WRIGHT as James Morell is a re-

tspected clergyman, an eloquent speaker or a
morallstic windbag, depending on polnt of view. He
sees the world with the cheerful optimism eommon
to small boys and good Christians. Candlda Is the
rock that supports his unlverse.
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“Candida® ls the most often produced of Bernard
Shaw's 20 major plays, perhaps because he tempers
hls barbs and elearly enfoys his characters. Iif addl-
tlon to the three who make up the lovers® trinngle,
'(Enndldu' has three thoroughly engaglng minor

Barbara Barringer has the necessary presence as
oo actress to play Candida, another woman of great
presence. Even when her would-be lover confronts
her husband, she handles the sltuation with calm
good sense and kindness,

The soclal crltic in Shaw couldn’t resist a chance
to take poishots at the follles of men. In “Candida,”
Shaw takes his digs at clergyman and socialists, as
well as at industrialists who get rich on the suffer-.
Ing of others and on self-Important men who think
they run the world,

Shaw kiew better. He must have been a closct
feminlst. If he were writing today when feminism
is more accepted, he'd be making barbed comments
about self-important feminlsts making fools of
themaclves,

:...ODIU.COOOII:
¢ DIXIERAG
¢ TIME BAND

o You don't have to
e 9o to New Orloans
to hear Peto Foun-
tain...We've got Joy
(The Shelk) & his
e clarinat Friday and
S Saturdayl

.
. turday
Barbque Short Riba
HAVE FUN, HAVE DINKER

ZyBkgS

Located 00 GREENFIELD
Detwoen FORD & WARREN

vaita
Frt& Sat. Cockials Tpm &

Dinnet 7:30pm  Show 8:45pm

v atiom: B43.8A65
Sameivet Mall-Troy

Reservations required
$24.95,allages.

@?wkﬂrmin .
0ls Road at Stephenton Hwee

Mei
Calt (112) 583

PN, S (NCE 1959
THE ORIGINAL

IRVING’S
DELI

THIS WEEK'S SPECIALS March 29-Aprii 4

“. BREAKFAST" " .

(trom 6 0.m, to 11 ajm., Sun. til 108.m.) "

SALAMI & EGGS S E

Bagel, Roli or Toast

HOP. .OVER  SPECIAL  2:00-4:00 -

MARY BENSON who plays the Rev. Morell's
secretary 13 a dellght. She takes the stereotype role
of skinny spinster and creates a comic personality
to remember. The prir and proper lady who gets
tipsy on ch; isnowah
situatlon if there ever was one. Benson [nfuses the
scene with wonderful nuances and makes it rise
abave stereotype.

Candlda's father is a Blustery old codger who
comes to visit. There's a goed blt of Eliza Doollt-

tle’s pragmatic daddy In Candlda’s cockney father.
He's o rich industrialist with no apparent moral
scruples. Willlam Le Massena playn him masterful-

ly.

The Rev. Morell’s nxsistant, Lexy, is anotber
charmlng small boy In grown-up disguise. Thom
Hapellne plays him with puppy-<dog faithfulness.
He's an earnest good fellow who admires the Revy,
Morell and thinks Candida beautlful.

The play, “Candlda” shows a forglving slde of the
sharp-tongued Shaw. Although Candida's world
may not qulte be *the best of all possible,” it would
be comforting to live among these gentle innocents.
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