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Glass bas held a fascination a)l its
own aver the centuries.

Uetfl the birth of Chri.'st‘ It could be
made only [n a complicated process
that was reserved for kings. Glass was
consldered rarer and more precious
ﬂIIXI gems. e

company in Franco rimenf
with a glass casting pmcxmul 1t was
mastered In the 19603, and artlst Salva-
dor Dall, known primarily for bis paint-
ings, created 18 works in glass using
this technlque,

" TODAY, VISITORS from around the
country stop at the Universlty of Michi-

gan-Dearborn library to sae Michigan's
hrgut publle contemporary glass col-
lection. During April, which |5 Michi-
£2n Glass Month, lhonund.q of qullars

Glass
Dali discovers magic art material

o!ntj: is eaptured by the color and depm
of the g

"Bul If an artist is able to use glasy
successfully, the work bocomes even
more Important. You've got dlmen-
stonality: depth, hdghl, width. It's not
just an opaque object.”

Nine of Dall'’s original sculptural
warh in glass will be on dlsplay at the

library from Friday through Monday,
April 30. The work of other artlsts, dat-
Ing from 1968, also will be featured In
the exhlbltion,

*“Many of the images that you find [n
Dall's palntings and prints, such as a
clock, are Intcrpreted in the glass,”
‘Wall sald. “If they were done In steel or
plaster or porcelnin, It wouldn't have
bad the Impact of that transparent
glaxs”

WORKS BY Dall and other artists
on display were made In a glass casting

from San

Chicago, Minnecapolls, St. Louis, Boslan
and other citles are attracted to the
Dearborn campus, according to C, E4-
ward Wall, head lbrarian.

“Glass s a magleal materinl,” he
uld “Some say it's n dangerous mate-
.‘ﬂnl because glass [s 80 captivating.
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called pate de verre, which
dates back 3,500 years. Examples of
glass works made thls way were found
in a pharoah's tomb from the year 1550

'To the process, a sand mold s fllled

‘with & paste of glass that includes dif-

ferent colors and s heated to approxi-
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mnu-ly 1,000 degrees Fahreghelt. As a

t, the glass takes on the form of
u:c mnlrl Itself. It can take on blue,
wn purple or almoat any other col-

'By {llling the mold wllb the right
colors, [t's * ble to replace the
sculpture exactly,” Wall sald,

‘The pate de verve uchn!que wIas per-
fected in 1968 by Daum, a world fa-
mous French glasa company. Since that
time, Daum bhas produced some 80

glass sculptures with that method, in-
cludlng the 18 by Dali. Approximately
40 of those sculptures are [n the univer-
lty’s exhibltion, Lo make It the largest
pate de verre collection In the United
tates, '

GLASS USED In the pate de varre
technique contains 30 percent lead, ac-
cording to Wall,

“Much of the contemporary glass
uses high-quality light bulb glass,
which i3 very atrong,” he said. “It can
be very light and very fragile and atill
bas cons(derable strength.”

Included in tha exhiblt s Dali's “Soft
Clock,” a sculpture of a clock dripping
from a hanger, The Image ref ts
the sadness of wasted time, Wall sald,

“Dall always felt time was so critieal
1n his life,” Wall explained. "He regret-
ted growing old and not able to pro-
dnee. 'l'hln shows a clock dripping time
away.”

for

of a Rose,” whena ho saw a plastie
bleach bottle washed up oo a beach, He
drove his band into a mold to creale the
glass m:lphu'e entitled, *Dlvige Hend*

Other glass scul)

Some weigh as much as 20 to 25 pouuds
each. The crystal ball balanced on the
mouth of & fish In another Dall work
weighs flve pounds ajone.

The univerzity’s public contempo-
rary glass collection is ane of the larg-
est such collections in

That museum’s president has visited
the Dearborn campus to see the art-
works, Wall sald.

The | pate de verre works are part of
the Alfred Berkowltz Collection of the
Unlversity of Michlgan-Dearborn. An
opening reception is planned for 7:30-
9:30 p.m. tomorrow at the Ubrary. Re-
ception parking and admission are
lr;cc For more information, call §98-
5400,

HOURS FOR the exhibition are 8
am. to 10 pm. Monday through Thurs-
day, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, 1-6 p.m.
Sajurday and 1-10 p.m, Sunday,

‘The unlversity has housed a major
art collection for some four years.
Glass sculptures have been at the cam-
pus for the past two years. All of the
arterorks are contributions, most of
them from the Detroit area,

“Two of the works were for the

DALI RECEIVED
another work on display, "Importance
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