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COMPUFERIZED

Techniques for sign painting

By DAVID MESSING
spoclol writer

As you remember last week we were
talking about slgn palnting. I would tike to
take up where I left off, talking about dif-

artifacts

ferent kinds of sign jobs and used.

Another popular sign job would be those
done on art poster board and "show cards.”
Here agaln use vine charcoal and ofl base
palnt. Most poster boards have a clay coat-
ing which qulekly clogs up felt-tip markers.
But you can cheat a littie on show cards by
using stenclls. For the best results outline
the stencil with a fine polnt marker of the
appropriate color, Most people outline thelr
stenci] In penel] and then go crazy trylng to
palnt aleng their final pencll line, If you
outline with o sharple (felt tp pen) of the
appropriate color you wlll ILft the stencil to
find 2 line width of about one slxteenth of
an inch which Is casy to follow, *

Remember also with window signs, most
people are subconsclously alert to traffie
light colors which are red, yellow and
green. So plan your colors accordingly. It is
therefore no mystery that the most success-
ful paper signs for windows are black let-
ters on red, yellow green {lorescent paper.
They are gaudy to look at and can give you
a headache trylng to paint, but they really
do cateh your eye. If 1 have to paint on
florescent paper, [ actually wear sunglasses
becausc of the brightness of the paper.

IN THE pricing of signs, it Is very difil-
cult to establish a hard and fast rule. For
example, one man orders a 3-focl-by-4-foot

at all, 1t Is very common to hear them use
phrases lke, “Just somcthing quick” or I
only want a few almple signs.” Here's a
good one, the custemer comes in with a 3-
inch square plece of paper with about three
paragraphs of words that they want
lettered on a show card. They will usually
say “correct the spelling, and I need it in
two days." Slgns are the last thing people
conslder. I myself forget to order or do a
slgn promoting my own sale.

One hinportunt tip is to aiways held on W
the rough copy that your customer brought
to you, Many tlmes customers forget the
wording they ordered. It is s0 helpful for
you, the painter, to unfold their scribbled
plece of paper and say, “vight here Is what
you gave lo me." Since we are talking about
customer relations, be very clear on your
quotes. Price the job at what you need to
get. You don't need a sign job on which you
can't make any money.

ANOTHER IMPORTANT tip is that you
be paid on detlvery. While you are worklng
on the job It is the customers problem but if
he or she takes the aigns without paying for
them, then it Is your problem, Here are
some of the popular excuses le use
when trying to plek up slgns without paying
for them: “I forgot to bring a check,” “my

arc outslde, paper algna are deflnitely out
and show cards won't last Lwo days. So now
we are talking about permanent cutdoor
signs. The first type of outdoor sign is really
not considered permancat, but it is a very
effectlve, versatlle and eye catchlng. It is
called a canvas banner. The canvas or aign
cloth, s a flne woven flber with o white
acrylie coating. The palnt used on outdoor
canves banners must be exterior quallty.
Again I recommend one shot leltering en-
amel. This palnt s rich In pigment, glossy
when dry and extremely permanent. Can-
vas banners are usvally finished with grom-
mets or a rope Is sewn into upper and lower
extremity of the cloth.

The next aliernatlve in an outdoor sign is
plywood. Plywood sign’ thickness varies
from three-eighths inch to one-half inch.
Usually you can stmply use exterior gloss or
semligloss acrylic palnt to acquire the base
color you wish to palnt on. Usc a rolier with
a {Ine nap, this will produce a smoother sur-
face for lettering.

Most Hlghted slgns are lettered on milk
white plastic. This type of slgn s much caal-
er lo do for us non-sign painters. If the plas-
tie ks new it will bave brown paper stuck to
both sides. Simply lay out your letters on
this browm protection paper. When satiafied
carefully cut out each letler. Now lilt out
cach letter to expose the white plastic sur-
face, Slmply spray with exterior paint the
exposed portions of glass. When (he paint
dries, Jft off all the brown paper to see
your completed sign. This technigue s
called “razor cut and spray.” How’s that for
a creative name! If the plastie is bare to

Lecturé, film explains
Japanese print making

The Arts C of the Congr
Church of Blrmingham wlll present a lecture and
film on "The Golden Age of Japanese Print Mak-
ing" at 8 p.m. Friday at the church, 1000 Cranbrook
Road, Bloom{leld Hills. The program is open to the
publlc free of charge.

The {llm, produced by Toshi Yeshlda, a leading
Japanese printmaker, will be presented by Dr.
Lawrence R. Bickford, who studled under Toshi
while living in Japan.

Blckford, brother of Marey Janc Ball of Beverly
Hllls, has a bachelor's degree In ceramle engineer-
Ing from AMred University and a doctorate in phys-
les from'the Instltute of T

While working in Japan for IBM, he studicd block
printlng and became proficient in the art. N
Blckford =ald, “There are more artists loday at
work at printmaking than at any other period of
Japanese history." N
He added that after 1800 the art of making block
prints started going downhill because of governs
ment censorship and restrictions. The 20th century,
however, has seen a notable resurgence of this mes
dlum, he sald. :
The fiim, “Hanga,” traces the making of a prinf
from the artlst’s first sketch through its varlous
color stages. :
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The wltimate condominium, Open daily 12-5 PM. closed Wednesdays and
Thursdays. Walnut Lake Road just West of Drake Road.
Phone 661-0338 or 557-2080
From $99,990

Y

sign with only the word “sale” in 2-foot let-  secretary will mall you a check,” “glve me  begln with, then simply mask it with white Herbert Lawson, Inc. Y
tors, Another man also orders the same slze g blll nxz 11 turn it Into accounts puxynhle,” contact paper and proceed tis above. nd ! Presented by
sign, but he wants his entlre store policy cte. The bottam line is that you are taking a Quickly, I would like to glve a few ball ‘«J Heberf L
printed on it. Now these two examples must  chance. To let any sign leave your hand park figures on sign prices. Meat market % W Py ' U awson, Inc,
be priced not only according to the square  without some payment in the other. Of signs are around 50 cents a square foat. Pa- g’ ad
footage but also as to what Is called “lght”  course as you develop a relationship with  per signs range fram $I to $2 per square ==
ar “heavy” copy. The light copy could g0 as  certaln customers you can feel confldent  foot. Show cards begin at $20 and ean easily
high as $50 ar even more. When It comes to they will pay you promptly. go $50. Canvas, plywood and plastic range
pricing, I guarantee the customer Is no help Hey lets go outside . . . well now that we  from $3 to $5 per square foot.
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LAKE CHARNWOOD
» 4 bodrooms, 2.5 baths, open floor plan
= Fomily room wilh natural firoplace, formal

* Half acso tot In primo Troy locallon, laka p
* $108.900.

dining room
« Froshly docorated, contral alz, patio, moluro treos

fivioges.
547.2000

SQUTHFIELD — % ACRE LOT
= 1500 5q. i, of country/clty living
2-3 bodrooms, 1% baths, acroened parch
Kitchen wrafrlg, micro pius compactor ¢ .
Flroplacos In bath living room and kitchan .

$64,800 Land Contract terms

§57-6700

ENYERTAINER'S DELIGHT
* New docor — not even & nall hoto,
* Roflnlshed Moors; docorator biinda.
* Supar now dock: £6G room with bur,
* Maturo tro0a; fino Southfleld Sub,
* $60,900

o der s

+ 4 bodroom Brick Tudor

* Gourmat kitchen with Istand counter

» Spoctatular family room

= New gas fumace - haat pump

» $129,000

DEFe T KT
HUNTINGTON WOODS

—aszm o
OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

1311 Cedar, Birmingham
= 3 bedroom colonlal
+ Boautitully updated throughout
Now famlly room with skylights
Flw%Igéo, libeary and sundeck

-

540-8777

£40-6777

« = South off 13 Milo and East of Lahsar
« 3 bodroom, 2'4 bath Ranch
« Dramatic living room, format dinlng
« Largo opon foyer, Florlda room
+ $132,300 L/C Avallablo

* N, of Lincoln, E. of Southlleld

*« 34,000 DOWN plus Closing Conta
+ 2,400 8q. Ft. 4 bedroom Colonla!
+ 1at, fioor lnundry, 2% boths,

« $79,900

557-8700

Iy
540-6777

« 5 bodroom, 2
 Poasible In-law sulto with bath

+ Groat room with bulit-ina

+ Bloomfleld Hills with Birmingham schoats
* $114,80

V4 baths

5408777

LAY IR LN

. G

COUNTRY A'I:UOBPNEHE
this

SOUTHFIELD —

« Four large bodroom, J'4 batha

*» Large don, family room overlooking court-)
» Kitchen plannod for effictency.

* $257,000 Rochaster

RMINGHAM

yard,

651-3330 « $77.000

540-6777 .

« Bpacious 1900 eq. M. tri-level
* Lovely troed Jot with stroam

» Firoplaced family room, 2% baths
+ Country Kitchon with sppliances

657-6700 » $59,600

* Contemporary 3 bodroom, 2 bath Quad in Southfiold
» Large treod lot, 3 tlered patio.

* Waik-out from Iing room and family room,

* New updaiod kitchen and moro!

JUST LISTE|

4 bedroom Ca,
Frosh noutra) docoratlng
Fleoptace, den, recroation room
Exceptlonal room and quallty

» 385,800

JUST REDUCED
Cod

' 540-8777

BLOOMEIELD




