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Shocked By Passage -

EDITOR:

May [ offer my applause
and say “‘well said” to A.L.
Higgins, (Basilian Fathers
Missions) whose letter ap-
peared in the Farmington En-
terprise and Observer June 27.

My husband and I were
amaong the parents at the
Farmington Board of Educa-
tion meeting June 22 and we
also were shocked to see the
members of the board disre-
gard parent concern and unani-
mously pass the resolution to
put sex education in our public
schools.

WE HAVE endeavored to
keep ourselves informed and

maintain an open mind in this
regard but too many questions
continue to go unanswered to
just accept this program being
integrated into the school cur-
riculum.

While we commend the
committee (FLE) and the
board for their efforts to study
this matter, it is increasingly
apparent that they are over-
looking many things involved
in the matter.

Why, indeed, isn't a volun-
tary program being studied for
our schools? Why should all
children be forced into this
type of education when an in-
creasing number of parents do
not approve?

A&P Expands

Continued from Page 1A

they are less than half-ton and
have no advertising identify-
ing a company painted on.

No toolor other equipment
can be stored in sight in the
vehicles. :

The ordinance grew out of
complaints by Bruce Haber-
meh), owner of Center Tire in
the downtown center. Haber-
mehl recelved several parking
tickets for parking his EI Cam-
ino, which carries commercial
license plates, in his driveway.

He said vehicles such as his
are as attractive as cars and
should not be included in the
city's ordinance prohibiting
parking of commercial vehi-
cles in residential areas.

IN OTHER BUSINESS, the
council allowed erection of
signs ot the Standard service
station at Farmington and
Nine Mile and on the porch at
33436 Oakland for an antique
clock and watch repair service
to be operated by William
Ashdown.

The council also voted $100
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to the Veterans Memorial Day
Committee and allowed a De-
troit business (o tap into the
Farmington sanitary sewer
line. Joe Usoris. owner of the
Wintergarden Cafe at 22909
Eight Mile wil be allowed to
tap the line ““as a matter of
cooperation with the City of
Detroit,” Dinan said.

In other business, the coun:
cilmen heard a teenager re-
quest closer cooperation be-
tween the city’s youth and
government.

Steve Savage, a junior at
Farmington High School, said,
There's so much griping from
the kids about the council.”

“They're caught by some
law that they've never even
heard of,"” Savage commented,
mentioning the curfew and loi-
tering ordinances.

Savage noted that IB-year-
olds will soon be allowed to
vote and should

Without moral guidelines,
and the public schoals can not
give these, sex education could
be disastrous. The Board of
Education has a great respon-
sibility to all our children and
to the parents whose wishes
must be respected.

* IF THIS program is finalized
by the board for introduction
in our schools, it Is our right as
parents to expect that we will
be personally informed about
every aspect of this education
from the schools.

Anything less than this can
be considered as infringing on
religious beliefs and an inva-
sion’of privacy.

Yes, we are very concerned
about what will be taught in
the classroom when the door is
closed.

It is our hope that the people
in authority will move even
more slowly before making a
final decision on this delicate
subject.

MRS. GLADYS CREIGHTON
i Farmington

GoP invites
Gov, Milliken

FARMINGTON
Gov. William Milliken will
speak at a July 14 meeting of
Oakland County Republicans.
Ron Rice, executive director
of the Qakland County GOP,
says. all Republicans are in-
vited to hear the governor
July 14 at 8 p.m. in Groves
High School at 13 Mile and
Evergreen in Birmingham.
Rice said Milliken will speak
on the important of the 1970
election

help youths become more in-
volvedinpolitics. He suggested
personal contacts between
councilmen and selected teen-
agers.

Dinan suggested that Savage
be placed on the city mailing
list to receive the same infor-
mation distributed to the
press.

“But that'’s about the extent
we're geared up to get in-
volved with private groups.”
he added.

Mayor Wilbur Bratherton
asked students to attend coun-
cil meetings.

*I think what you're talking
about can be accomplished by
showing up and knowing
what's going on,” the mayor
said.

Allen, who introduced Sav-
age, noted "'1 couldn't help but
be impressed with the studeats
taking an interest in city af-
fairs.”
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TREASURES -- All this month, antiques, trash and trinkets are being collected at
the Farmingtan Community Center for the Founders Festival flea market. If you have
items to contribute, take them to the center if possible or call 474-6873 for o pickup.
Among the Farmington senior citizens arranging donations for the flea market are
Clinton Beattie and Ann Curtis, pictured here. (Evert photo)
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An editor, naive enough tobe
idealisic about how legislators
ought to behave, had to be a
bit disturbed after sitting
through last Monday's *'meet-
ing"" of the Farmington Board
of Education.

1 am referring, of course, to
the board's *‘dumpitg'® of
Gary Lichtman and Aldo Vag:
nozzi as officers for the next
vear.

‘There’s no doubt in my mind
that Gary was not only quali-
fied but should have been se-
lected president of the board.
Aldo, also, was logical choice
for VP and seems to have
enough qualifications to handle
that job.

BUT IT'S NOT really crucial
that neither was picked. Jotin
Washbura will do a fine job as
president and Ken Perrin, with
some assistance, should be
able to tackle the VP job.

The board will be adequately
run without Gary and Aldo as
leaders, The fact these two
individuals didn’t get offices
doesn’t really matter because
they'll contribute without ti-
tles. =
.Gary and Alde may still be
disturbed over the ruthless
treatment received from their
peers (“Et tu Brute”), But
they should let the abuse roll
off their backs and be con-
soled that majority rules
right or wrong, ruthless or
gentle, efficient or otherwise.

OUR READERS must re-
member Monday's meeting
was an organizational one with
interna! business being con-
ducted. The board elects its
own officers and is not bound
by either the wishes of the
people or precedent.

Although I am disappointed
in the board’s actions, and dis-
appointed by the conduct of
individual membeérs, the re-
sults of the meeting itself does
not disturb me.

As the opening of this col-
umn suggests, however, it is
both disturbi
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dogs and have done little to
support the school board.

But let's not open the win-
dows just because there's heat
in the kitchen. You better get
some tough skin and learn to

S
was 2 one-night act; The rail-
road job can be overlooked if
they were Just getting careless
fr a single night ind are
seady to bebave now like re-
sponsive legislators elected as-
watchdogs of a child’s educa- |
tion. - .
But let fair wariing be
given. This newspaper, and
this editor, will not stand b;
patiently and allow a tight-r
lipped political machine to
penetrate the school system, ;
Political machines have abso- |
lutely no place in a school syé
tem which must provide ‘a
climate of learnirig fot young:
people. [ RN
b .

THE FARM[NQ"'ON Board
of Education has enjoyed good"
relations with this hewspaper.
But a good press isian earngd,
not conk‘af:tuml.'.(_u\g.'y . i

Let notice be given today
that the school board will sgonr
have trouble if it| Fas any -,
tention of building a machine
to perpetuate individuals - in
office. AR

A-political machine|is daj-
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decision making to the extent
that residents can hear both
sides, debate if they wish.
weigh varying viewpoints and
draw an informed conclusion.

if debate is limited to closed
door sessions, the community
will be cheated of the oppor-
tunity to learn about their
school system, identify with
Issues, and take a stand once
in awhile.

There's no doubt about it
that public debate involves
personalities because people
end up debating people, not
issues. Public airing of issues
takes time and meetings will
continue until the midnight
hour. And, yes, when the pub-
lic debates an issue, school
trustees will receive abuse.

Yet the price of debate is
worth paying. Every single
school board member knows
the results an uninformed elec-
torate can have on the budget.
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to view the efficiency
railroad job.

The fearless five, who held
the power I‘{onday night,
elected themselves using only
correct parliamentary
procedure. The public had a
right to know why each officer
was qualified to serve. At least
for show, a couple sentences
about each would have been a
sufficient facade.
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BUT THE fearless five pur-
posely and strategically kept
their mouths sealed. They had
the power and were not about
to waste time explaining their
actions.

Explanations must have
been given in the private
meeting. And debate probably
occured there also. But in pub-
lic. they whipped through their
business with too much effi-
ciency.

It's forgivable if the per-
formance of the fearless live
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