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How’ Blacks
Were Recruited

To Orchard Ridge

And How They Fared In Suburbia

By DENNIS L. PAJOT

Black students can be recruited to the col-
lege campus successfully. both for the stu-
dents and for the coliege.

It's being proven in Observerland at Or-
chard Ridge Campus of Oakland County
Community College. And the proof is coming
from a group of recruits whom few would
have considered college material.

Credit is due in largest part to the top ad-
ministrator on the campus for the past two
vears. Provost Donald Godbold. who is also
black. Dr. Godbold's interests. experience.
education and ideas are especially suited to
the purpose and directly related to his heri-
tage.

Now that he is gone, as of July 1. to a simi-
lar post on a central city campus in Denver.
further evidente will be gained as to whether
it takes a special kind of person.

TWO YEARS AGO Dr. Godbold. who asks
that even casual visitors call him “Don.”
gained approval of a program that brought 47
youngsters to "the campus by bus from the
inner city of Detroit.

All were educationally deficient for accept-
ance into most colleges. Most were classified

s ~Culturally deprived.” in educator’s jar-
gon. compared to the average vouth's prepa-
ration for participation in the American way
of life.

Today one of the 47 is president of the
campus student government. and another is
president of the Association of Black Stu-
dents.

They are among 23 who took associate de-
grees from the college this spring and who
will have a good chance of completing final
degree work at Michigan State University.

Nine others are expected to complete re-
quirements for job placement.

That's 32 out of 47 “recruits.” Who knows
how many more if recruited. might overcome
the odds?
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DR. GODBOLD considered recruitment of
and assistance to the disadvantaged. black or
white. as his major concern. He sees it as a
means for the college to be more ‘‘relevant”
to the needs of the community.

The 47 were brought to Orchard Ridge un-
der a “Project 50" plan. Dr. Godbold and
former CC public relations officer Mitchell
Tendler canvassed foundations, churches,
businesses, Panheilenic groups. faculty and
students, raised $22.000, and provided all-im-
portant bus transportation for the first two
vears.

GRCHARD RIDGE CAMPUS: "If we could get more
They should feel free

of the community to the campus. .

DR. GODBOLD: “I think the racial oftitudes
of Farmington are. . .well, they are very conserva-
five.”

The students came from Detroit rather
than from the college service area of Oakland
County because there was not time to iden-
tify the needy. A federally supporled agency
had already done this xdenuhcatlon in De-
troit.

As an on-going service Dr. Godbold envi-
sioned a stepped-up recruitment program,
financial aids and possibly a mobile counsel-
ing unit to “talk to students on the. street.”

Sufficient salesmanship and; program design |
will bring in students who ‘might otherwise

pass up college heibelieves.

**Project 50" alone isn't responsible for the -

high percentage of black students attending
occ. :

N

| OF 5,370 STUDENTS enrolled at Orchard

Ridge last fall, more than 400 were black, or '

nearly 8%. Dr, Godbold said this iscomparable
to the University of Michigan and Michigan
State University. In his first year on campus,
there were only 15 black students.

Total black enrollment at three OCC cam-
puses in 1969-70 was 676. This despite the fact
that it costs each student attending Orchard

to saunter around. .
munity park, in a way.” - Dr.'Godbold

.This college should be like o com-

BLACK RECRUITS Brothers Robert (feft) and John
Williams (right), dons of former Republic of New Africa
leader Robert F. Williams, 'each received $250 scholor-
ships to attend OCC’s Orchard Ridge campus. Presenting
the checks is Paul;Williams, former member of the Temp-

l-\ S
Ridge from fhe, central city of Detroit about
$2 per day jj ﬂ'anspoftauon and there is no
publlc transiy; system:
“They hllcn R

have car pools.’|

Orchard Bxdge a‘lracted about 1,200 stu-
dents of its 5370 from out of county last year.
It has a prof¢ssional staff of 135 persons, 116
instruetors, 13 counselors and
three hbrarlx‘ s: Thega are nine black.persons
among these; six --six) instructors and three
counselors. | -

Dr. Godbold was not the first black admin-
istrator, although he:Was the first to climb-so
high in the. inistriation. He came to Or-
chard Ridge Jin,the fall of 1967 and was dean
of students the first yéar. *

First blagﬁaadmmstrator was Mrs. Louise

id Dr. Godbold. “They

Childs, asso@ate dean}of women, who helped
establish t 1earnm§ resource centers for
the college..{loday shé i
munity Colle’e =

is with Macomb Com-

“I THINK| ﬁm R&CIAL attitudes of Far-
mington aréy... well, they are very conserva-
tive; there’ ‘nol doybt about it,” said Dr.
Godbold. r R

“I think ypu have -4 lotof good Christian
people, but if’s the same old white America
thing: the flal, and apple pie and the like.

I don’t tHink it's the kind of community
that would take a stanl against these kinds of
inequities right now‘ There are indivduals
who will, bu{ they wil not do so readily be-
gause they'ra’ concerndd about nelghbors and
theu‘ relationships m[lhe community.”

odbold tested levery word before ut-
tenng it. Faj
black man hid a position of responsibility in
the very com| 'numty h was speaking of.
N

lNTENSE‘ PRESSING spread fingers
against spredd fingets, gripping chair arms
smoothing trgusers, ldanmg back and hunch-
ing forward, he vnlunf;ered much more than

| was sought. |

His greeting cunstanlly echoed “This is an
honor. I've :never, been interviewed by the
newspapers before.” ;

He recalled one incident in which a fuss had
been raised When a black person used a Far-
mington condd mmum swimming pool.

“But I do-feel the gommunity was visibly
shaken by tHe assdsination of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King. We held- meetings on campus.
Peaple invited us ;nio their homes after the
meetings, distussed, 'how black and white peo-
ple could get* ‘along, logether They explained
how they ‘moved; out here because they
wanted more:space, the property was cheap,
or it was too far to/drive to work.

*“I mean, the usual[kmd of things.

-
“‘There's bgen r]o tearryover from that. [
think their were scorched. Here
is a man who preached peace, equality, broth-
erhood, Christianity: (Gunned down by an
apparently paid assa
**Most may be personally committed to fair
play and justice to black people, but it’s on an
‘I know you well and not on the basis that
they want to improve the lot of black people.

"'l think this institution has its racist side,
but it has not gotten t? the point where it has
caused conflict ‘and’ ponfrontation. It's not
bad. For the most pa‘r fit's good.”

. »

“I'D LIKE*THE' COLLEGE to become
more relevant, to needs of the community.
There is more wé could do in the area of
workmg with the disadvanted...

““There should be a‘more concerted effort
to find out from| thé community what it
needs. The only way is:to have persons on the

-+ staff whose jdb it'is; (o interrelate with the

community. mot just @as a shot-in-the-dark,
sometime thmg but acluallv to get in where
the action is. a |

i

‘ations singing group. An OCC news refease related th-

lads’ rich background, inclsding 't they had gradua

from high schaol in Peking and recently returned fror..

Cuba. (OCC phato)

. “'If we could get more of the community to
the campus...They should feel free to saunter
around the pus. This LD“&ge should be
like-a commun pdl’k in a way.

{0n moratoriums. such as those stuged dur-
ing October and November in protest of the
Vietnam war. Dr. Godbold had 1wu thoughts

The first: 1 feel when anyone feels an is-
sue, such as Vietnam. is not right. he vuzht
to be able to speak ovut. 1 certainly feel [ v |
and ought to'be able to as an individual

. His second: ~They tthe parents conden-
ning student protestors) wouldn't want their
kids to be any different from kids every-
where else. We realize only a small segment
of kids do these things. We as administrators
working with these youngsters. have tu get
involved with them on such a basis as to keep
-their respect and yet not violate any of out
responsibilities to the community.™

And Dr. Godbold had some ideas in the
réalms of curriculum. but they don’t seem
very relevant now that he has gone. ,

SEMI-ANNUAL

ANTIOUE SHOW

JULY 1318

all antiques on displays are
for sale ® 39 dealers

Hear Note Rondell of Grinnelfy
on his new

MAGIC MUSICAL MACHINE
SATURDAY JULY 11-JULY 18
SATURDAYS 11 a.m., 2-4-7 p.m.
WEEKDAYS 12 noon-7 p.m.

You've never heard o musical instru-

- ment like this. let Note show you
how two fingers can make @ whole
band.

e

CHILDREN'S MOVIE
SHOW

$peciol cartoan and children’s
programs ot Cineme 1 fram 10
a.m. until:ngon on Thursdays.
Open 1o all children 12 ond un-
der.

OPEN EVERY EVENING

Al The Mall

There's always
something going on at

LIVONIA .
MALL =

"7 Mitl o)
MODLERILT

MIDOLBELT




