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DAN DEAN/stait photographer,

John Shykun, marketing diroctor for Kurzweil Muslc Systorns
(loft), explains memory capabilitios of the Kurzwell 250 synthesiz-
er to onlook during a d &t Arnoldt willl Muaic
In Canton. The Y is d tor protos-
slonal musiciane, :
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By Victotia Diaz
spocial writor

HE SOUND OF a plenc fllls
the room. Then, a.string
section of a large orchestra
can bo heard and, flnally, 2

chorus of hnman volces,

This Is not a concert hall, however, -
and there s no piano, orchestra or
chorua in alght, Instead, [n this mect-
ing room at Arnoldt Williams Musle
in Canton one recent day, & mustelan’
Las been able o hring forth these au
thentle sounds by “playing™ a small;
digltal synthesizer called tho
Kurzwell 250, .

“The fact that the Kurzwell 250
does the plano ks wonderfn], because
it makes a portable [ostrument out of
something like a grand pleno,” aafd
Kurzwell Muslc Systems Marketing
Dlrector John Shykun, seated at the
keyboard. “But the important thing is,
you can get just about any sound Im-
aginable. |

“The sounds start out as actua] re-
cordings of the real Instrument,* he

sald. "We go Into the studio and

record all the notes on a plano, for
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instance. Then, wo put It through a
computer process that digltizes them,
turns them into numbers — and that's
stored In chips in back of the panel on
the synthesizer, The prototype we
have here only has about five or atx
differeat sounds on it, but it’s capable
of dolng bundreds.*

THE SYNTHESIZER, which
welghs about 100 pounds and retaits
for $10,713, is programmatle and can
also be used to generate new sounds
electronically, print out mualcal nota-
tion and edit arrangements, Shykun
sald. It's 88-noto keyboard I fully po-
Iyphocic, enabling 2 musielan to play
up 10 12 notes at one time.

Marketed through 25 dealers in the
US, Amoldi Williams Is the cnly
dealer in Michigan' offering the

* Kurzwell 250. .

“It's a Yimlted-distribution produet '

becauso it's price ia over $10,000,°
Shykun zald. *It's very much almed at
tho'professional musiclan.”

Even so, Skykun safd, Rurzwell’s
projected run of just over 1,000 In-
struments for 1984, thelr first year of

¢ the

se ivories =
r reproduces concert-hall sound

manufacture, is alresdy sold out to
dealers, :

s

the reading machines, to develop the
musleal applications of the system.

The first at  TheK; LI 250 s the resalt of that
last summes’s Nations) Association of development, he said.
Musle Merchandise show in Chlcago, "This i3 deflnitely going to bave an

was hailed by musiclans and eomput-
er authorities as "unpracedenu;d' and

. oted
expert Robert Moog, commenting at
the time, said he belioved the 250 has
“complete realism® and “complete
accuracy of contral®

RAYMOND KURZWELL, president
of Kurzwel Music Systems Inc.
{based In Waltham, Mass.) and {nven-
tor of the 250, has said that the syo-
theaizer I expected “4o be a boon for
performing musiclan needlng
bath versatillty and a superior,; eally
transportable plano, and an essential
tool for the composer or arranger.®

Kurzwell, 36, also invented the
Kurzwell Reading Machine, Devel-

. optd in the mld-'70s, the machine

uscs artificial Intelligence to zean and

impact on the music’world,* sald
John Williams, vice presldent of Wil-
Uams Mausie. *It's something musi-
clans have been wanting for years
and ‘something they've often bren
promised. But they've always.bcen
‘disappointed becriuse there's really
been nothing close (o the sound of an
acoustie plano until now,*

At a recent clinle-demonstration
for tocal muslclans at Willlams Mu-
sit, the general consensus of oplnion
among those hearing the 250 for the
flrst time was “Wow!” Willlams said.

THE 250 really does sound llke an
acoustlc plano,” be added.

Willtams Mustc has bought I5 of
the musical syntheslzes and haa
recelved orders for flve of thase,

- Wilitams to have the

‘The Chipmunks star for the first time on slage In
8 oew muslcal adveoture “Alvin and the Chlp-
munks and the Magic Camera,” opening Friday,
May 4, for 16 performances through Sunday, May
18, at Cobo Theatre in downtown Detroft.

‘Tickets at 36 and §7 are avallable at the Joe Lou- -
is Arena Box Office and all Ticket World outlets in
advance. Tickets will be available at Cobo Box Off-

ice at showtime only. For further information, call
567-8000.

Co-starving with the TV and recordlng stars —
Alvin, Simon and Theodore — are David Seville
and the Magie Camera, which takes the Chipmunks
through wild adventures using more i 26 pie-
duction numbers, '

The two-hour family show fenturcs the Chip-

Alvin and Chipmunks star in musi,calfadventure

munks doing such hit songs as “Staying Allve,”
“Beat It,” “Grease” and “9 1o 5.” [n the musical
extravaganza, the Chipmunks defeat the Evil Shat-

" terbug, who attempts to steal the Magic Camera
and spol! the Chipmunks' travels; o

. .

recognlza’ any printed text for the Kurzweil 250 on dlsplay at the store
blind. Accordlng to Shykun, Kurzwell  in abont four weeks. Average dellvery
was d mo is app aix menths af-
Stevle Wonder, who had bought ope of ter an order ks placed,
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Coup;n Good Thru April 5, 184 150 Pt mgﬁ iy
DARLIN' LILLY'S 4 Friday 6~10pm Complate meal about $3.65.
29200 Orchard Lako Road e~k SN . - P .
Between 124 13 Mile Roads | ~Doarborn + Sowiond $ho .
y " 851-4577 . R et e ettt .
CHEF TEODOR presents Yoliday .% i o s B 1 e e a8 e
TWO FANTASTIC 2 for 1 OFFERINGS 26355 Toeraon Mo
Yoxgt SHISK-KA'BOB or s 95 Southtuld, Muhigan 40034 353.7700 ,
Choics  JuMBO SHRIMP Scampl $1 6 5 K .
Dinnes includes: Stuffed grape leaves, spinach pie, soup, Gerek . L L
salad, vegersble oe rice. : &th‘ E S X 1- S R 1a
LUNCHEONS + DINNERS » BANQUETS . aﬂﬁ'&@ G‘E j@e Bui iet ) : ) ‘. ’
The ditatter it aver when SPRI COMING THURS., APRIL 26 s : “olie o : °
B Y o AT Ay L “ITALIAN NITE” C N p ; Tas
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ﬁm SUNDAY _ $9.95 Adults
' 5.95 Chil
Allyou have to do ks call the BRUNCH BUFFET -'Five and ‘nde free)
Chistian Chkdren's fund wil Served from 9:30-2:30 i RS R .
ESa e Adults*7.35  -Children nnder five 495 ‘Call for reservations.
ok Thexe s haduaing SPECTALLY PREPARED EASTER DINNER ¢ - Teservations.
- m&"&m‘:’vﬁ Served from 12:00 noon : l 1 N 8 d 3 S y
e e ooxe oo e “Marvelous J. Bunny” carrying an Easter bagket Attention! You're drafted to come help
. mem full ;}vie?‘l:liysbcnm'andchoco!nw eggs for your t uscelebrate our 1940s Great Escape Weekend,
'(1-800-228-3393 © Little bupoles!~: - s i Here, you'll meet soldier, Rosie the Riveter,
{Toll Frec) : L . Gray Lidy and air raid warden, enjoy 40s | |
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i Youb resly going to et & book ut o i, ke ,
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