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Orchid growers show their best

‘The Michigan Orchld Soclety Ls bold-
ing f3 zzzzal slow ul lbe Scmmit
Mall, Telegraph and Elizabeth Lake
roads, Pontlac this weekend. Summlit
Mall by the new name for the former
Pontiac Mall.

Following the judging in the moro-
ing, the displays will be open to the
pablic starting at poon Satarday and
Sunday.

Through the ages, the orchid has
scdaced os with Its delicate but fleshy
blooms, its mysterious origins and the
challenge of its cultare. In fact, orchld
growers throughout the world vigor-
ously compete for
ing and cultivating both the species
found in pature and the hybrids created
in the laboratory.

THE ELABORATE and eritical
judging standards of the American and
Michigan Orchid Societles reflect the
zerious attitode the members have in
pursuing thelr bobby.

Francis Fisher, president of the
Michlgan Orchid Society, would like to
dispel the myth surrounding orchld
growing She said tbe orchid i=n't diffi-
cult to grow acd that the novice
shouldn't be intlmidated by an old mys-
tique. To belp the beginner, the Michi-
gan Orchid Society conducts local
study groups as part of Its regular pro-

gram.
Not all of the 350 members in the
have home gr
the ideal growing environment. Many
grow their plants very successfully un-
der florescent lights set up in a closet
or in the basement of their homes.

THIS LESS expensive method of
growing Is qulte satlsfactory according
to Fisher, who has a Light arrangement.

Plants grown under lights, she sald,

artificial Ught as plants growing in na-
tare or {n the greenhoase, depending on
the time of year.

Plants are coded in sach a way that
1n order to produce bloom, the grower
must base the lightinng schedale on the
plant’s indlvidaal needs.

MANY Michigan Orchid Show visl.
tors come to simply enjoy the beanty
and complexity of the many varietles
oa display. Others come to learn and to
see how the experts grow particular
types of plants, Many bobbyists come
1o bay.

Marge
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greenhouse gardening

If you are planning a special event and
would like to display few or a dozen
white cattleya or phalanopsis plants,
Pham can arrange it

THE WILLIAMSTON Greenhouses,
14422 % Grand River in Williamston,
Is known to many

Detroiters as more than an orchld nur-

The | and zatl of  another
selecting plants is part of the pleasure
of this . Fisher sald that there A

will be 10 vendors at the show, foar lo-
cal growers as well as growers from
1llinois and Ohlo,

Majestic Orchids, one of the newest
orchid nurseries in our area, will be
showing. Owped by a young Viet-
oamese man, Tam Pham, the green-
bouse is Tocated at 11080 East 14 Mile,
Just past Van Dyke in Warren.

PHAM, WBO bas beeo in this coun-
try for only eight years, comes from
outside Salgon where hls parents are
coffee farmers. The hills in Vletnam,
Pham sald, are full of wild orehids, and
the local farmers bring them into the
markets each day ln huge quantlties.

It was here that Pham learned to
love flowers and to apprecate the exot-
le appeal of orchids. He is now ambi-
tlously developing an aspect of the or-
chld business new In this area but guite
popular in Callfornla.

He Is leasing blooming orchid plants.

DRASTICALLY REDUCED
FROM $575,000 to $495,000

Dennis Banning, owoer, always has
an excliting collectlon of tropical plants
not geserally found elsewhere in our
arca. So even f one ksn't looking for
orchids, the selection of ferns, begonlas
and bromellads found in the Willlams-
ton Greenhouse will make the trip
worthwhile.

Incidentally, Willlamston, which is

ANOTHER RATHER pew vendor in
our area Is Taylor Orehlds, oo Blasom
Lape In Moaroe. Roa Ciesinsky, owner,
who has been a trock driver for 24

years, has also been ralsing orchlds for
his own pleasure during these years,
Now, after three successful years in
a commercial operation, be s Jooking
forward to parking tbe truck and de-
votlng full time to orchids. It is the va-

resemble moths, butterflies, birds, bees
or pansies.

He bas been hybridizing for many
years and sald he finds it quite remark-
able that by crossing a yellow fower
with a purple one, the olfspring will be
a reddish sheen.

As [aternatioaal orchid show and
competition was recenlly beld in the
United States. More than 40,000 people,
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admirers, and veadors from
a)) over ibe world gathered to hooor
this royal species.

At this show, ooe of our longest es-
tablished orchid growers, Great Lakes
Orchids, received a silver medal for 2
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