Clean, lcentihlc wnt.cr is o surefire
attraction to bring your feathered
friends right into the garden, Fountains,

pools, birdbaths arc all irresistible to
birds who need water to drink and to
bathe in, just as people do.

A birdbath is the simplest Installation

for most homeowners but the birdbath
must meet sotne basic requirements If {t
is to work for you and for your feathered
guests.

The most important requirement is to
be sure the birdbath is stocked with
fresh, clean, abundant water, Don't let it
g0 dry” or let the water become can.
taminated or frozen, you'll just disap-
point the birds you want to attract,

When sclecting or building a birdbath,
remember that you are actually creating
an astificlal rain puddle. The surface
where birds enter the water should be
rought to provide a sure footing,

If your birdbath i3 to be made of plas-
tic or 'metal, rough up the edges with
course sandpaper or attach n textured
material such as the strips used on the

'bottom of bathtubs, -

Gasrden birds tend to fear water which
is more than two or.three inchea deep, 30 ~
don’t buy or build a birdbath which is
deeper than three Inchen and try for one
which hoa a gradual slope to the deepest
spot. .

*

Feathered friends

. Whother they are . homomads . or

store-bought, a birdbath can be an

attractive addition to a backyard set-

ting, as well as woicome roflef to
your local aviary friends. Provide
fresh water dally to make your birg-
bath a more attractive rest stop.

BIRDS ENJOY group baths, so look
for n birdbath which is 24 to 36 Inches in
dinmeter. This size seems to be perfect
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for communlty bathing and splashing
You can fashion “do-it-yourself” baths

by plncing a big ceramic saucer on o tres

stump, by rigging a garbage can tid on .
top of a tile dralnage pipe, or by chisel. -

ing out a stump or log: According ta
Ortho's “How to Attract Birds,” your lit-
tle friends don’t care about the style ay
long az you
faithfully, .

Gerden centers stock commercial bird-

beths made from a wide varicty of mate-
rials: concrete, cement, termn cotta,
glazed ceramic, wood, plastic and meta),

Terra cotta and blazed ceramic are at-

troctive materials but the birdbaths
tead to crack when the water freezes.

Concrete withstands freezing and pro-
vides the rough footing the little crea.
mmneedtogq}oypdﬁnkandnsphah.

. Wood birdbaths are niso and
birds llke them, but they are difficult to
keep clean and will not last na long as
the concrete versions, .

When installing the birdbath, remem-
ber that when several birda bathe at one
time, they splash around joyously and
lats of water landa on the ground, -

The ensrgetic bathers can creats a
s0ggy, muddy area around the birdbath
80 set the bath on a pad of gravel or
sand. - . )

Hnht

provide clean, freah water
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will love a bird bath

FOR A 30-nch birdbath, dig out the
s0il to a depth of about four inches in an
area  approximately - fourfect equare,
Then f{ill. the depeession with sand or

. decorative gravel.

Now, whete do you place a birdbath?
Locate the birdbath where Cyou cpn
watch uwdndcsofthcbhdcmam .

Sclect a site ncer the house or patio or
a quict sitting area in the parden and
you'll have the fun of watching the little
bathing beautica, = . -

The birdbath should alto be plnced
near a faucet 60 you can refill it without

heavy coils of hoae all over the
place, . .

-Pinally, remember that neighborkood
cats pose a ceal threat to your feathered
visitors, A wet bird, preoccupicd with
precning after a bath and hampered by
s0ggy fcathers, is n potential victim fora

prowling cat.-

Put the birdbath out in the open,
awny from sirubs and bushes where o
cat can hide. and away from low,
overhanging limbs, -

Height gives the birds protection, so
ralse the birdbath about three feet off
the ground. e

Ground-level pools and baths cay be
safe if they are out in the open, for a cat
that is viajble rarely gets close enough to
kill o bird. . -
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