Spare the pruning and spoil the roses

Although the Idea of cutting.off séem.
ingly healthy branches and shoots from
a growing rose plant may seem

- high and is used mainly to produce
show-quality roscs. For genera) gardcn-

sary or unnatural, pruning is o time-test-

. ¢d gardening practice which will improve
the quality of your rose bushes and the
appearance and size of the remaining
blossoms.

Unpruned rosc plants can producé too .

many branches or “cones” which ¢an be.
come entangled, twisted or shriveled, at
the expense aof their blossoms.

Pruning requires specinlized cutting
toals, including a fine-toothed maw for
woody tissuec, pruning shears and long-
+handled topping shears, as well as gloves
and “pruning paint” to mscal off large
cuts, It also requires dilferent technlquea
and timing for different varicties of rose
plants. .

Bush roses — probably the most com-
mon variety — should be pruned after
the last frost but before new buds and
leaves develop. Cuts should be made di-
egonally — 45-65 degrees — and at spa.
cific points on the plant. Secondary
branches should be lopped off at the
point where they emerge from the cane,
and full cancs at their base.

CUTS CAN also be made V.nch
above a “bud's eye” on branches, the
polnt from which replucement growth
cmerges or just nbove a leaf with five
lenflets. These types of cuts will ensure
rebleossoming buds.

The degree of pruning determines the
eventual size of the remaining rose bush
ond blossoma.

Heavy pruning results in only three or
four remalning canes less than a foot

ing purp light-t d

. i3 recommended, leaving & do:cn or so
canes nt a height of two-to-four fect.
Pruning should start with the removal
of all dead wood down to the firet
healthy, dormant bud as well ns the

The ‘“ive-leaflet™ rule Is a great
thing to keap in mind when pruning
your ross bushas or plants. Meking
cuts Just above a growth with five
{eafiots will guaranteo a reblossom-
Iny bud.
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about storage that you have.

Crisp, coated-wire basket systems
from Elfe create a multitude of capa-
bilities...all designed to'increase
space for you and your belongings.
And at surprisingly reasonable cost. G %

Storage Solutlons offers Custom-in-
stalled closet systems...unlgue kitch-
en and bath accessories designed to
maximize existing’ storage space-
..wall-grids, baskets, bins, closet ac-
cessories and storage furniture. Joe
Russo, our Storage Consultant, will
be happy to answer any questions

Storage Solutions
new at Orthogonahly
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WIN A FREE CUSTOM CLOSET?
Durlng our Storége So-
lutions Introductlion,
you'll enter our great
Closet Giveaway with
evary Orthogonality pur-
chasa. Through April 30,
Rurry Int
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climination of “suckers’! — shoata whlch
emerge below the bud union, the point at
the base of the bush where the canes
come together,

‘Weak or deformed bmnches should
also be removed, including “dog legs” —
cenes that grow horizontally ard then
curve upward — and canes which em-
erge toward the center of the bush, Addi-
tional thinning s n matter of individual
§udgment, dependlng on how full and tall

- the gnrdcner wnntc thc pIant to bc. .
A saw shiould be used to cut the thick-’
est branches at their base; long-handled -
shears come in handy for hard-to-reach’
cancs, and the ptunlnz shear is'a good-
all-around . tool l‘or thinning cmaller
branches.:

-In any case, pmulnz paint s.bould be
appiled to all but the smaller cuts in or-
der to heal the wound and keep out in..
Qm- and dlasneas,
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‘Sorvico and Supplies

30735 Grund River
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