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You can forget about ice and snow, but
don’t forget the damage they can cause

Now that epring, with its warmer
weather and balmy breezes, is here at
{nat, you can forget about snow and ice,
the damage that they cause, and all the
other unpleasant aspects of winter.
right? Wrong! i

While the problems caused by winter
weather may have disappeared, their un-
derlying cause hes not and, unless steps
arc taken before the onset of colder
wenther, the same problems will proba.
tly begin all over again.

Among those cold-weather problems
facing homeowners are ice dams, which
can cause serious and expensive damage
if not checked, And, all too often, the
problem is not recognized for what it is.

What is an ice dam? Icc dams are
those masses of ice that form along the
roof edge of homes. They occur when the
heat from the house escapes through the
attic and warms the roof, particularty
when daytime temperntures are hover-
ing around freezing.

Any snow on the roof will melt and
run down to the eaves. Normally, the
eaves are colder thon the upper past of
the roof and will allow the water to
Ireeze, :

As the ice dom builds, more water s
dammed up, and ultimately backs up un.
der the shingles,. leaking down nail
shanks and joints into the attic.

Sometimes Ice fooks nice . . . but
.there's o good chanco that this

house has interfor water damago
that could have beon prevented.

Many homcowners mistakenly think
there is something wrong with their shin.
gle roof and call on their local tooler to
reshingle their home. This expenae often
may prove to be unnccessary aince
reroofing alone will nat control ice dams,

OVER THE, years, people have devel.
oped {nteresting waya of coping with ice
doms. Many homes in snow belt arcas
are built purposely without gutters and
downspouts, However, this may cause
erosion of landscaping, leading to leak-
age into the basement or premature wear
on the lower portiona of the house.
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A 4- to 8inch space between the false
roof and the actual one, vented at Loth
ends, allows the lost heat to escape from
the structure before it can warm the
faise roal, Hence, no snow melts and no
ice dams are formed.

The usc of a fnlse roof is an cxpensive
way to control ice dams but it does begin
to tackle the real problem; preventing
the escaping heat from melting snow
that con freeze to form ice dams.

The first step In controlling ice doms
is through better insulation. Obvicusly,
if leas heat is pemitted to escape into
the attic to warm the roof, lesa anow will
melt. The result will be less ice bulldup,
not to mention the energy savings.

A two-fold approach of insulation and
ventilation should significantly reduce
the incidence of Ice dama. But, for many
homeowners, one or both of these steps
is not possible without major remodel.
ing. Still, there are other ways to control
{ce dums.

A sccond alternative is the use of heat-
ing cablea to melt the ice as it forms. The
cables are usually mounted in a rig-zog
fashion along the cave. When the ice be.
Ring to build up, the cablea can be turned
on. R

For some homcowners, heating cables
are an effective way of controlling ice
dems. But there are drawbacks. The

cables increzae the use of electrical ener.
&Y, and they must be turned on and off.
If the homeowner i3 away more than sev.
cral doys, the cables would have to be
left on. A final conaidecation is aesthet.
ies. The heating cables are visible,

ICE BELTS, usually made of alumi-
num, are another method. However, like
the heating cabley, ice belts can detract
from the appearance of the home,

A permanent solution to preventing
leakage hos been the use of waterproof-
ing underlayment extending back above
the point of any cxpected ice dam.

And then, of course, there's the snow
rake for the back-to-basics crowd. Take a
long handle, add plenty of good old-fash.
loned elbow grease and you're in busi.
ness. Sounds pretty simple, however, the
snow rake can present some unique prob-
lems.

If you'll be working from the ground,
you'll need a quick pair of feet unless, of
course, you don’t mind being thé target
of a mini avalanche,

Either out of necessity or some innate
desire to reach new heights, you may
chooze to work from the toof or a ladder.
For this, you'll need the courage of a
tightrope walker and the agility of a
mountain climber,

Let's hope for an carly spring.
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