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He remembers h@rmr of Armeman massa@f@

By blane Gate

staft vritor
AB AVEDIS Khantzian sity in his
romfortabla hama In Rlaam.
1-3_ field Township, it’s difficult to
imagine him 89 years ago Lo
Turkey as a young boy withesalng thou-
sands of deaths dn.rln; the 1015 Ar-
menian genoclde. But his storics scem
to como allva as the otherwiss com-
posed man punctuts his lm:cdaln
with bursts of tears.

“I have to warn you when I talk
about this I break down,” Kbantsan,
75, ecxplained. "I's funny, becavso
when I was young my Intellect could
control my emotions more.*

Khantsinn lists his aunts and cousins
amoog the 1.5 milllon Armenlans
are sald {o have dled from the direct
orders glven by the Turklsh govern-
meant. On April 2¢, Armenians around
the world obscrve the day to recall
memories of thelr relatives and ances:

tora who dled during that time.

“One of the reasons that I was saved
was because my (paternal) aunt made
shoes, and she told them she could
maka themn far thain lmmnmmln} nffl.
clals) wives” Khantzian said. “They
gavo her g plece of paper to be kzpt
back, and they saId she could take her ©
Immedlata famlly.”

KHANTZIAN, a noted ‘artist and
sculptor, paused for a moment, swal- .
lowed hard, wlpedhhnyulnduid.‘
“She made me her sor . uxd my
mother her slster,*

Khantzian'’s father was l.n Lhe Unncd
States at the tlme,

While relating his story, Khnnt:iun
erupted with emallon a9 the supressed
tears seemed to escape his small
{rame. They went away as quickly as
they came. Then he'd coatinue his story
u-ylng to plek up where he stopped.

He recalls the dead bodies in the
sircets that were baked by the sun.

Thq wercn‘t buded hs sald, beuusc a
small. minority of “select pcopla -
lcss than 50 Armenian In his town of
about 10,000 — were left, ho sald. It
s p imasaivn task ihat eeuldn't ba

mﬂlcd by those mnaunng, Khaptzlag
“Quo nunl syeat wlu: ber b.lby look- -

for, her {n-laws, and we don't know

t Bappened fo her,* he sald. *My
consln escaped from the (army) masa-
cres, and be came (o our house in the '
nlghl. We were scared, Imtwawo!hlm

ou, and he hid in anotber home, My .

mother shuck food o bim (n Ihenl;hc.
That cousin was later arrested by th

‘Turks. Khantzlan 2ald ke often went M,

check up on him by peeking through a
key bolo in hls cell. But, as [n other cas-
¢, Rhantelan ended bis story by say-
ing: "We never heard from him again ™

Meanwhile, Kbantzian and his family -

moved from their bome to find safer
shelter.

'My grandmother hmw & (rimdly v
th them” *

, and we ilv
Khbastzian said. 'Dnnnx that palod, !
. tell you thls was hnrrlh!e .

DBPI’I"E s’

K!unulan doesa’t blame the 'Alaugh- :
on the Turkish people. He ﬁm "

uhu thu blams to government po!
Torka in. gencral are yery nlce
.* podple, and not the terrble  peoplo like
some of tbe atories tell you,” Khanteun
gd. A lot of Armenlans were saved

homes.” |,
Khantzian stopped his dlscourss to

: uku .llvng dnnx of witer, dry his.

ieeka azd try to relate a painful medy-

xz'One day I syas phyma on the stroet
and I saw a lady comlog down the
street. She was hysterical [

her and sald to.my mother that my

‘ Please 1um toPago7

Armenian’s ‘forgotten genomde
ceremony Sunday in Beverly Hills

By Dlane Qale
stafl writer

LDER ARMENIAN men and
women relate first-hand ac-
counts of nightmarish sights.

‘The younger

of Greater Detrolt. Scrkalan s the
chairman.

*The p isto honor with dignity
the memory of the 1,6 mililon Armeni-
ans — innocent mep, women and chil-
dren — who were massacred by the
Tut!

talk about aunts, uncles and grand-
parents they were never able to meet.
Each year on April 24 of

in the genocide,
and to pay tribute to the Armenians
who survived,” be said.

booklet s belng

all ages meet to commemorate the
deaths of 1.5 milllon Armenians in
1915,

“Scholars often call our {Armenian)
genoctde the forgotten genocide, but it
wil! never be forgotten by any Armenl-

an,” sald Nerses Serkatnn, a vocal fig-
ure in the A i}

prlnu:d 1o list the dead.
“Wa asked the community to provide

names of people in their family that |

were massacred, and for the first time
ever we're g the names of our
ancestoral past,” Serkalan zald.

‘The booklet will show pictures and

ON SUNDAY, April 29, Armenlaps
from around the atate will attend a
commemeration at 2 pm. in Wylle
Groves High Schoo! fn Baverly Hilla, Tt
Is the flrst time that the various Ar-
menlan groups will be meeling togeth-
er to remember the “massacres,” Ser-
kalan sald,

Each Armentan church and varlous
organlzations have historicaily con-
ducted indlvidua) commemorations on
Aprll 24, Serkalan, the broadcaster on

the Armenlan radlo hour heard Sunday
mornings cn WCAR, organized-the col-
laborative gn.nl. Itis s by the

- accordlng to Avedls

and llat 35 pages of names,
;? ;mll percentage” of the people that

Serkalan relates the mass killings
the Naxl genocide of the Jewish pcople.
‘The Turkish government, hawever, de-
nles the accusations as belng “m;
Khantzian, a gurvl-
vor who lives in Bloomfield Township,
“Researchers say any tlme a power
resorts to genocide Is when they feel
Insecure and want to bring by a state of
their own people,” Khantzian said,
"l'hey wanted ’mxkey {for the Turkish
only.”

. THE THREE MEN w ll came - to
power after a civil revolt In 2909 ‘da-
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clded to get rid of the Armenlans,*
Khaniztan sald. Five years later tha
government drafted all the able bodled
Armenlan men In the army.

“After they worked on r.he labet bat-

“talton, they were slaughtered,”

Khantzian said, *In one year they were
wlped out.”

On April 24, 1915, the Turks arrested
close to 600 mupnu {figures, political
leaders, teachers, doctors, “the bralns
of the Armenlars,” Serkalan aald.

The women, children and older yca- .

ple were allowed to leave the count
“but, they were like shecp without n
shepberd,” Serkaian said.

“The town ctier announced they (the
Turks) were coming and everyone bad
to be out of thelr homes,” Khantzian
sald. “The Turkish prisoners were let
1oose to do the dirty work. They were in
charge of the marches out of the clty.”

“Everythlng dirty happened,” he con-

tinued. . y

Serkalan tells borror stories about
women who were -raped, pregnant
women who had their sliced

marrled in the United Smtﬂ. His

mother’a parents were killed before she -

was two years.old, and she has no
memory ﬁ her other relatives,

asked why. 1 don'l have
mmu. unclcs. grandpas or grandmoth-
ers,” Serkalan aald, I was fortunate to
have a mother and mher who were
survivors.”

“The minuta our ham\:s were vacat-
ed they brought in Turks to live in
them,” Serkalan said. “It iz estimated
that the Armenlans lost biltlons of dol-

The Turkish government took Ar-
menan lives, land and personal prop-
erty, besaid.

“You can’t blame the pmplc of today
for what happened,” Ecrkalan sald.
“But we want the clviltzed worid to
know that the Turkish g

@ Turks, whotook(hmin!hdr '

Aved(s Khantzian cannot oon!rul hln omatlona when ho m:alln'
what happoned to him and his mmnyeu years ago'In Turkey.

Bery c.uxny/mn bhaiegiephar )

Farmington. Hills pollee baye ob-
tained a warrant for a su:pect i con-
nectlon with the buglary of Harrisor
High School during the lut weekend of
March.

"Nobody Is in cn:lndy at thls ume,"

Police plan arrests

The break-ins, which resulted iu o}
day off for the 1,200 Harrison students:|
while the police combed the coese far;
clues, were nccomplished when thleves;
removed @ window next to the maln en-r
trance of the mm on 12 Mite west n!

de-
nles thelr guilt,” he continued, “We
have documentation that the world
can't deny that there was a genocide.”
‘A trfal was held and (the.
government) wus found guilty, but that
and new

open, how Turks "threw rocks nn" old
peopls who had fallen and axes that
were used on children. He alzo tells of
people who committed suicide to es-
cape a gruesome fate,

“I have plctures, but 1 don't want to
get too gory bere,” he zald,
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able from the Wayne State Unlyersity Theatre box
office, Cass and Hancock,.

Detroit 48202, The tele-

FARM[NG’[‘ON AREA .IAYCEES pres-
2 seminar Plannlng For

lndl'lshtePlannlng’ at7

p.m. 'nmnday in Farm-

Ington Community Library, 32737 12 Mlle. For . ‘
Tuore information, call 477-JCCS. ) B .

. :peak during the event.

leaders cnmcln Serkalan safd.

‘The commemoration on April 20 will
include a proclamation from Gov.
James Blanchard nsking gll citlzens to
n:nunberanhrﬂﬂ @ Armenian .
. people who dled. Sen. Carl Levin and *°
other guests are;also scheduled to

Although tmly onc warrant has been
obtalned, police say- they

Items uolnn included seven Apple l!x
threo word four.

plan’ %0 -sock =:.-:-=:-.‘.:
!\I:poﬂ.s.

Burglars made nﬂ with more than -
m 000 Iz equipment and caused an ad-
ditlonal $1,500 damage in two visits to
Harrision March 30 and 31.

for. more

mm palice sald the suspects are not
|students or former students at Harrl-

500 High "as far a8 wo kmow.?

.n-;ake}y $25, .and sprayed the contents!
‘ofa

, LAST WEERK, Sgt. Al Havner of thié’

typewriters and two microscopes. -
addition to the equipment, thieves:|
troke nto n safe contalning nppmu-;

ire extingulsher down 2 hnllwayn
Other damage Included brekén ch.:—.
room windows and locks.
eves concentrated on the buil@
lmr third noorwhmlhemlnemoe. .
2 clastrooms are.

Force to schedule an opeaing for him to attend ba.
gic training and be azsigned to a job or skill area.
He Is a 1979 graduale of Harrison High School.
Kevin wlll enter the Air Force on August 26,

THE BEST JUMP Ropers title goes (o tha
team composed of Lisa Burton, Marcy

lumi ralser last month. It was the highest amount
ralsed by any of the teams formed from the 320
students who participated. Power students contrib-
uted more than $8,000 to the assoclation.

IF YOU'RE A LOW INCOME, Oakland
County resident aged 1431, Souihfleld Community
Placement can belp you obtain summer work
rience. There i5 o clmrg& Call ow at 35¢-9167.

DIANE GOULEI'TE. dmntcr of Dennls
and Nancy Goulefte of Farmington bas been
elected sccond vice president of the Administrative
Management Soclety at Ferris Stats College. Diane

1a uansmdmeamedher
degree as a legal She Iy the immediate
past dent of Tau mum@m.mum musie

Awatd for outstanding leadership. During her
, sbo wea awarded “Rockls of the
marching band. Diave is & 1981 Har

School graduate.
MICHA:EL VICT’OR ME'\IDELSON

DAVID J. WEIGEL, son of Mr. and Mrs.
John Welge] of Farmington, has earned academic
honors for the fall semester at Evangel College,
Snrlnzﬂela Mo. He {3 2 1981 graduate of Fnrmlng<

ton mn School.

CATHERINE HOCHS'I'E[N daughter
Hochateln of Farmington Hills,

wu lwuded a Rqenu Schohn!:lp from Euu:rn
Michigan University’s Office of Financlal Al
Eastern’s Regents Scholarship is a $1,500 lwnrd.
“the most prestiglous offered by the unlversity. Re-
ciplents must kave a um of a 3.75 grade
point average and test acores of at least 24 on the
American Collcge Test or 1050 on the Scholastic
Apmuda Test. Catherine is a senjor at Our Lady of

Mercy High S8chool who holds a 4.0 grade point av-
crage. She 1s & member. of the National Honor Seci-
oty, the 8ki Ciub, chuir ubd serves as viee president -
of the Spanish Honor Soclety,

A QUILTING F UN GROUP, will beginat -
the anlty Center, 24703 Farm-

The grovp may choose to work oo a folnt project or
on Individual coes, For further l.nlamaun, cootact
Linda Cole at (77-8(0&. \ ¥
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