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‘Yes, it bothera me,” mwemd Gordon Helns,
vlcc pmldcnt of energy supply.
“1 pay bills, to0. Andldonlgeud.lmntoumy
utllitles. Wo cherish those blluons Just ke our own
money at home.”

TO CONVINCE "thougm leaders” that thelr Mid-
land puclear electric geperating plant should be
completed, Consumers Power Co, officlala last
week started touring the state promoting the utility
company and Its goals,

Chamber of commerece members and local offi-
clals were Invited to presentations Thursday Lo
Pontlac and Royal Oak.

Ceompany officlals objected strenuously to n plu
which would dump the troubled Midland project in
exchange for Lumuuu in elecirical rates. -

proposal are Mlchlgdn Attoroey
General Pnnk J. Eelley, the Publie Service Com-
mission, Michigan Citlzens Lobby and the Associa-
tlon of Buslnesses Advocating Tariff Equity
(ABATE), which rv‘fnmnb 33 of Michigan's largest
industrial corpora

Instead of a survival plan, Consumers offlcials
call the “termination proposal” a “disaster plan.”

“Exsentlally it would be a takoover of Consumeu
Eower by the state,” Helns told 35 people meeting

Tbe vlce president contends people. are just
trying to "wish away” problems at Midland, which
was scheduled for completlon In the mid-1 970s,

“We look at electric needs Ln the state, and In our
vicw (here is no alternative to Midland,” be sald,

UNTIL THE OIL embargo, Consumers’ electrie
loads grew at a rate of 8-10 percent a year.
In 1974 and 1975, the company had its first two

. bo 2.5-3 percent yearly sales and growth In the fu-

consecutive ycau of doclining sales.
Now Consumers spokesmen estimate mm witl

"ln the past decade, the economy of the state has
not grown aa fast as the natlonal economy,” ex.
plained Phil Bickel, executive director of corporate

planning,

“We don't Michigan to become a deserted
state, but we don't expm 1t to grow as fast as the
rest of the nation.™

THE COMPANY does, however, expect things
turn around at the end of the century. It bd.lwm
the demand wlll rise, and existing gezerating units
bullt in the late 1940 and 1050s will be reaching
thelr design e,

"With the Midland 2 generating ualt, we can buy
ourselves many years of growth and sulficlest ca-
pacity to meet that growth,” sald Dave Laplnski,

senlor engincer.

“If we put Midland on line and the use Is exactly
what we predict, the ghts wiil come on. If it's less
umn predicted, thoy will still come on,” sald Lapin.

1Ukd that?” asked one businessman,
mercial prodnct. you can't do that — jnst ralse
cost 30 percent.

PRESSED ABOln‘ the cost to electric customers

for th project, spokesmen sald completion bl Mid-
. land* L Th

will raiso electric rates 2040

oy -
luused um gas customers will not pny the elec-
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Helns sald nuclear energy s inexpenslve to oper-

M;t becawe of low fuel costs, but capital coau are

“Tho only source of reveous wo have is Lhe cus-

tomer,” added the vice president, who sald that af-
ter 10 years Ip operation, fixed casts woald be re-
duced by 25 percent.

"We just don't have anywbere clsa to get the

money except our customers, If they’re goinx to get
service, they’ve got to pay for 1t.”

"But if ft's more than pmdlcud the lights just
might not come on.”

ALTHOUGH IT(IS now possible to buy power
+from such sources as Detrolt Edison, Ontario Hydro
and American Electric Power {n Ohlo, Consumers
docesn't conslder purchased power rellable, .

“They always mpply thelr own customers with
the least expensive product. We'd be buylno their
leftovers,” said Laploski.

“Not putting ln power plants Is a formula for
shortages. The answer is to keep having enough en-
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a little shade?”

Warm breezes, flowers and sunshine,

At Palm Beach Patio Furniture we tinder-
stand the Summer mood. Let us help you
savour those long. hot days with a complete
line of fine lelsure furniture and accesso-
ries. The finest in complete outdoor living,
Including spas, in a selection to please
everyone’s taste. All at prices you'll have
tosee to believe. So, get in the mood, and
the mood is Summer, at Palm Beach

Patio Furniture.

Quality Cagual Furniture & Accessories

Redsomable to any represontative

|
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1*100 OFF

§ *Por Mindow natled 2 YEARS -

! (*Minimum 3 Windows)

= ABSOLUTELY EXPIRES 5-15-84

] of ACE Therma) Window 8Iding Co.
—

SHIRT VALUES

buy your summer wardrobe
at great savings

© DRESS SHIRTS © KNIT SHIRTS © SPORT SHIRTS

Supervision

* Auroble Dance

» 1800 Affiae Spas

FOR THE PRICE

# Lorge Crystal Clear Hot Whirlpool Bath
® Dry California Redwood Sauna
# Hol Wet Finnish Steam Roem

® Wordd's Finest Progressive and
Varioble Resistance Exerdse Mochines

# Personalired Exerciss Programs and

® Professioncl Medical Advisory Board
* Cardigvascvbar Conditioning

# Supervised Nutritional Guidance
* Ultra Modern Vonity/Cosmetic Area
 Privote Individ-a) Showers-Lockers

Palm Beach Patio Furniture, lhc. .
g ALCOA ALUMINUM' GUTTERING
American MASTIC VINYL SIDING '
Red Croes PRIME REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
AWNINGS » ALL TYPES OF
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yourhan? || SiBING SEAVICE
We could use FULLY INSURED AN'D  LICENSED
those hands' . . ‘«.36£ or 4“-8667 : ¢
Joinus, o 454.1155;:“:3.4-7514 ‘
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Joln Southfield’s finest
Ashletic & Sociol Qub or
" 75% off Iniorion, Enjoy F
the rennis cours, the poots,
free oefobles, Jogglng wods,
privote restaurant and lounge.
Nautifus and Universat equip-
ment, whirdpools end sounas, plus
much more, Why senle for iess .
‘when you can have irall ar.
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‘Social Ciub
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