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Toxac waste cleanup will be slow

By Penny deht
spocial writar

4 malzecolored tle and o “Mister
Clcun“ smlle, Willlam D, Ruckelsbaus, head:of the
US. Environmental Protection Agency, breezed
into southeastern Michigan this week with a mes-
sage:

The Unlted States Is deallng with problems of the
cm:cmnrr;eul In an orderly and forthright manner
— be patlen

"“We are In the very carly stages as a country in
declding what to do about hazardous waste,” Ruck-
clshaus'told a conference In Soumga\c Monday on
<‘Alternatives to Landfills.”

“Soctety has pald very little attentlon to dealing

with hazardous waste lmm Llwrnlly the dawn of

clvilization,” R sald In an ap-
pralsal of where the nation stands in solving waste
problems.

PROGRESS HAS been achleved, the EPA chicf
sald, In the area of non-toxle solld waste dlsposal,

thn the Indlana-born lawyer first headed EPA
10 years ago under President Nixon, programs on
s0lld waste were all focused at the national level,
Since then, the federal government bas pulled back
from direct involvement In the de¢lsion-making .

process,

“What can be done about solid waste s often o
local question,” sald Ruckelshaus. “The cholces
huvt; to be tallored to problems that exist at a local
fevel.”

The EPA chlef admitted that after a decade ab-
scnce, he is struck by the toughness of controlting
thazardous waste, “It's difficult to arrive at'a Judg-
ment of preelsely what ought to be done,” be sald,

Ruckelshaus was a vice president for law and

affalrs for , Tacoraa.,
Wash,, a paper manufacturer, untl} Tast year. He
was recalled to government service by President
Reagan after Anne Goresuch was foreed to resign
during a flap over the socalled EPA "Supertnnd L

LOCAYL REACTIONS to bls speech were posltlve
Wayne County Planning C¢ Maurice

Roach of Plymouth said he hoped the Ruckelshaus
vislt would underllne the Impertancs of the pro-
pased Wayne County Solld Waste Management
Plan, currently recelving public review.
“Ruckelshaus sald said
posal) that needed to be said,”
Pam Prucs), Gross 1o and presideit of Cuncern
Detrolt Inc., conference sponsor, hoped the “recy-
cled” EPA head would spark more public interest
in wnste dlspoul umn hia predecessor, the “Joo -
Queen,

CUILRENTLY Ruckehbnus said, EPA uses two
maln tools for grnppﬂnz with hazardous waste
problems:

® The Resource Conscrvatlon and Recovery Act
(RCRA).

@ The C h
:}on;pcnmuon “and Liability Act — allns “‘Super-
u

He 3ald EPA Is [n the wly mgu of implement.
ing RCRA that pertain to ous waste use.
While the agency has yet to define hazardous waste
23, op] to other wasles, attempts are belng
made to monltor dangerous substances,

A pationwlde “cradle to grave” tracking system
Is moving Into place to monitor the movement of

rdous wastes from production to disposal, but
Ruckelshaus cautfoned, “It Isnt going to happen
overnight.”

PROGRESS IN lmp!emenwzg Superfund Is

equatly slow, Ruckelshaus said.
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With $1.0 blllion, Sllperlund glvcs the EPA au.
thority to handle cleanap of ¢id und svandoned
waste sites that pose a public health threat.

He closed on a note of cptimixm: “Wo discovered
these problems late, but we bave now unquestiona-
bly made tha to deal il
wasie, and we have the gvvcrnmcnt pmgrum: ‘In
place to deal with them.” *
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