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Shrinking ball,
better game?

HO'S IN FAVOR of change?

Don't raise your hands. Not yet, I
don't mean spare chaoge, the king of
cofn rattling around in your pocket,

And Idon't mean a change of clothing, changs of
character or change of mind, elther,

The change I'm talking about is what & lot of
people — peopla who should know — would eall_
change for the good.

Thls change has to do with basketball — more
directly, women's colleglato basketball. At the
Women's Basketball Coaches Azsociation (WBCA)
national conventien In March, It was voted to
change what might reasonably be consldered an
important part of the game — the balt.

THE REGULATION BASKETBALL, [t scems,
has become too cumbersome for some women. It's
to0 blg, proponents of the ruls change say,

50 a few studies wera conducted, the issue was
presented to the WBCA, and a vote was taken. This
season, women's coilege basketball teams will use
a ball approximately one inch amaller 1o
elrcumference and 2% ounces lighter than the one
the guys use.

Now for the question nHl conservatives ask when
any kind of change is made:

Why?

'

““Somo experimentatlon had been done with it,
aid Bue Kruezewsk], coach of Gakland Unlvérsily's
women's team. “It showed that it would be better
for the girls in handling the ball."

A reductlon In turnovers Is what convineed a
majority of the coaches to vote In favor of the
switch. A smaller ball would be easter to dribble,
casier to shoot, eaaler to pass.

HOW DO TEEY ENOW? All the studles, of
course, Talk to Ed Kavanaugh, whose Schooleralt
College team took part In thoso tests last year at a
Michigan Stats summer camp,

“They went through some skil] tests,”
Ravcoongh sald. “It wasn't game competition.
Dribbling, bouncing the ball off the wall and -
catehing it, running mazes, that kind of thing,”

South Dakota's high schools 2pd the NCAA
Division Il Emplre State Conferenca were the only
game-condition teating grounds for th ball
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champlons, Aid not quallfy for the state plagoifs.

* Rochesier High School posted back-to-back 8-1
2625008 14 1962 and 1983 and won league champion-
ships both years. Yet, Rochester did not get & post-
season tournament bid in either year.

In 1980, Farmington Harrison and North Farm-
ington were undefeated entering the flnal game of
the season. Both were highly ranked in the state
polls. Harrison won the showdown In final minutes
of the tightly vontested game, Harrison weant to the
state tourney, North's season was over,

Indeed, the Michigan High School Athletic Asso-

clation ) bas drawn a great deal of critt-
clsm for ts atate high-school football-playoff for-
mat.

THE CURRENT format allows just elght teams
in cach enrollment classification ~ Class A, Class
B, Class C and Class D — to compete In post-scason
play. Each class ks divided into four geographic re-
glons. Two teams per reglon, based on a camputer
polnt system, quallfy for post-season play.

The Michigan High Schoo} Football Coaches As-
tired of the inequity of the present for-

major
rey baskatbal? toam last soason.
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AAU cagers
seek the gold

By Chria McCoaky
stotf writer . S

Inst season. Tho now gone-and-forgotten Women's
Professional Basketball League used a smaller
ball, and the new women's pro league placs to use
an undersized ball, too.

DOES THAT SOUND Liko concluslve proof?
Consider some other blunders perpetrated by
college coaches In regards to men’s basketball aver
the past two seasons:

[ p’reza Jhwt clock, which moat coaferences
drop, ter a one-year trial; .
® The three-polnt fleld gon.l,-‘wl%iwu adapted
ek

| and dropped along with the shot

© A ruling to award two {ree throws for

overy

4 foul committed by the tralling team In the game's

] final two minutes, which lasted less than a month
last ;

3¢450D;
® Two timeouts per half, adopted Last

1 dop! season
|| and scrapped this season in faver of four per game.

Maybe the women's coaches felt left behind in

1 the change cycle.

Both Kruszewski and Kavanaugh favor the

‘| switch to a smaller ball. But both were dublous of
1 the tests conducted.

“It'll be better,” Kruszowskl said, “There will be
less tumovers and better control of the game. But I
don't think they've done encugh experimentation

with It.”

EAVANAUGH AGREED: “I like it I have a
seven-year-old davghter who's learning to play
basketball with (a smaller bali). But I think [t might

been tested

4| be & bit prematurc. It conld have

better. .

“There are 80 many radical changes being made.
someone might think something s wrong with the
game” b

Indoed they might. . -

Improving play through better ballhandling
wasa't the only reason for the change, Woraen's
basketball lacked excitement, gome belleved, Thoy
‘polnted to the dinky crowds It attracts. And what's
tha most exciting play In ?

Just ask
tho Dunk! .

A smaller ball would be easier for women to -
;Izk,aln part of the game pever experienced by

es. .

DUNKS ARE FINE, I supposs, but thers are lots
of men playing plck-up baskethail today who can
slam the ball. 1f it wese such an Integral part of the
game, maybe they shotild count for more than jost
two points (Just kid. -

Heck, If tho women's conchies just wanted to add
tho dunk to thélr game, why didn't vote to
Lower the basket halt a foot of so? again,

Really.) . N .

Idon't advocata a lower basket any morn than I
think the woren's game lacked excitement, or that
the batl was L0 big for them to handle, In the last
{lve yoars, women have mads great strides in
basketball while tha men, wiih all thelr altarations,
mnmnln»dbulcl:nylbanme.- ﬁ;ﬂ the
‘Sometimes people make changes or
sake of making changes,” Kavanaugi sald,. -
“whether they’re nacessary or pot.” .
_True enough. P'm nct againet change — when
necessary. 'm just not coavinced that this lsa
chergs that peed bo made. .

ESPN sports commentator Dick Vitale:

AY WHAT YOU will about Ed
K

vanaugh — and there are

those who say some rather un-
complimen things - about *

him — but tho man is tirelessly devot-
ed to his game, . \
On one level, hls game [s girls bas- '

On another level, his game is

winnlng champlombips. On a deeper
level, one eloser to the heart of this :

man, his game s to make individual ; [

playera perform at a level beyond thelr
normal capabilities,

His eri] uyhohln'.hegune!orf .
His -

one reason — (o promote himself.
“critics say he wins champlonships
caosa he recrults the best talent from

the state.

Kavanaugh takes his criticlsm in
stride. He lets the accomplishments of
his teams, and those of his players, do
the talking. ' .

He took bla Livoria Ladywood team
to a state high school Class B cham.
plonshlp and guided hia Schooleraft
Communlty. College team to an Eastern
Conference champlonsip — both last
season, '

EAVANAUGH HAS grown 80 tired
of the recruiting charge that ha now
makes jokes about It when asked to
comment. “We don’t recrult {tho good
pllfyeu),‘ he said last year, “Wo attract

em).”

( 2 -

Attract them he does, Look at the
toam ho has attracted to play for him
in the AAU Junior Olympic Girls Bas-
ketball Tournamen

Ladywood, Allana - Cummings from -

petro area In the AAU M), Stata
Olympic NM,
Joly1s20. - 0 . .
THIS I3 "THE second in & row

quall-

plonshipe, i

mat, tired of the constant criticlsm, has set forth a
proposal to the MHSAA that would changa tha foot-
ball-playoff format in M . -

The plan, called the *Ahern Plan,” was put to-
gether under the leadership of Ithaca High School
(near. Lansing) coach Jim Abern. The plan would
expand the number of teams in the playofis from
3210 128, It would also expand the playof! schodul
by two games. - .
Herelmwmeolwupedﬂuolmlphn: °
@ All leaguo champe from lesgues with alx or
mote teams would automatically qualify for the
playoffs. (Leagues with 12 or more teams could di-
vide into two six-team divisions with both division
) The individual would

proximately 80 teams. .
@ Teams that belong to a Jeague with fewer than

2
champa qualifylcg. i plan. Tt wrill then be
set tiebreaker policies. This would amount to ap-' - 0T reject

Hhave of-
hlh:&:: ur:uww]db:u!x{adm the fol-,

polnt system: 40 ' or egalnst !
Echools of a larger .class i

and ono polnt for each game an opposent

you've defeated ties, The team, with the Mshut-

polat total, regardless of class, wonld qualify,

® Once all 128 qualifiers have been defermined, .
the teams would be broken down into four divisions |
of 32 teams based on enrollment. The 32 teams
with the Inrgest carollment would be dlvision I or
Cgs&mnaxt&!wouldbed;VManurChnB‘
el * .

The coaches have also agreed npon how they'
would schedule the two added playoff dates. Here's |

bal propose to do; What s now considered
the conditionlng week — the week before the offi-
cial start of fall practice ~ wiil indeed bocome the
{irst woek of mandatory foothall practice, Tho flrat
gamo will be played aiter the third week of prac-,
ords, the week before Labor Day.
Then, tha first nlavoff dsts fdictrizs piayy wil b
the {lrst Tuesday or Wednesday following the ninth
and fioal season game. Tha second playotf
date (reglonal play) will be the following Saturday,
lnuthewm,mmwmbemmmuphynd!n'
& two-week span,

mAﬂmNmNhubmappmedbym
coaches association. It will go befora the MESAA'S
Representative Council Sunday, May 5. Tte coun-
dl, of school
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We dido't have time to

“The to
ly no big deal,
promote it properly. Thls year, we've
gotten a good atart on it,” he gald.

invest in C
double your

maturity, .

yield-to-maturity is guaranteed.

mn

7,years,triitf in 0 years. -
Plus ARA qualiity,.

CATS {Certificates of Accruai on Treasury Securities) multiply your mo\lqy atan’
assured rate. You know today what your investment wili be worth at the time of :

CATS represent ownership of interest and principal paymenis of United
‘States Treasury notes or bonds, which are direct AAA obligatians of the United
States of America. Since there is no need

to reinvest interast paqunts, CATS

u Knvan:‘nsh has seat out 30 inf
on packets to prospective teams
across the state. The teurnament is di-
vided into four age divisions — 12 and
under, 14 and under, 16 and under, and
18 and under, Kavanaugh expocts be-
tween 20 and 25 teamna to participate,

“Last year, we only bhad 18 or 16
teams total,” be sald. ‘

‘A team from' Flint custed the metro
team last year In the stata champlon-
ship, This year, well, Kavanangh Is
loogng to continue his string of cham-

‘Tm ‘very .cpilmistie” ba sald.
“We've got a

HIS TEAM abio bas xizs, strength
good ehooters. Let's take

and a bost of

: Ikemodeatatime, - |

good ‘group of players. ,
. Andwehavellnto!qnidmm“: ‘_

Uquidity There is an active

WHAT CATS CANDOFQR YO - secondary, m:erkel for CATS, so
Amount of Amount patd Yiokilo you can seli before maturity,
iovoamont,  stMsturky Maturty without penalty, if youwish. "

$4725 1990-$10,000 15% | Prices, of course, will depend
$3000 1994-310.000 117% + largely on the then pravailing
$1020 2004-$10,000 114% . level ot interest raf o

maturities of from one to twenty
-shown are subject to change. ..
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‘tremely strong..: physlea)

There's Bev White, who Ls a5 :
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Use Your IRA to Invest in CATS, CATS are ularty
Pension Plans and other tax-deferred investments..

CATS arai available in 31,000 maturity units and Gsually in
yeam.fl’hepriogsar’d elds

* For mors information on CATS, contacta Kiqd
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