The Gbseruer & Eecentric Newspapers

12C{OXT.Ro,P,C-10C,5-13C,F-0C.A,W,G-58)

OLE  Thuraday, April 26, WM .

in travel,

=

Tips for choosing
best rental car deal

AST WEEK I told you about my
experience while renting a
car it Europe, where I dld ev-
@ g wrong. This week I

would Iike to tell you how to do It right.
1 weuld also Uke to talk about nlterna-
tive ways of gelting around when you
travel by land.

In Michlgar we arc so car-oricated
that we often don't think about the
many other mcthods of land transpor-
tatlon. A creative traveler considers
everything: taking a train to Teronto,
sceing Hawali on a crulse ship, hlring a
horse-and-buggy Instead of a taxi to
travel across a downtown area.

Of course there are times when the
only logical way to travel [s by car, and
the only loglcal declsion is to rent a
car, | asked Denlee Yarber of Livonla,
a supervisor in the World Travel de-
partment of the American Automobile *
Associatlon, to give me her expert ad-
vice on renting a car.

SHE HAS rented cars scveral times
bersell, and has helped hundreds of
AAA members to reat the cars that
suited their needs, She suggests that
you start at AAA, or your travel agent,
where you can check the brochures of
majar car rental eompanies for any
speclal rate program applicable during
your travel time.

If you reserve your rental car before
you leave home, you are guaranteed
the rate if the rental company must
glve you a more expenslve car. Auto-
matle transmission {s usuvally found
only on a large, expenslve car; cven on
a smaller ear (t costs more, 0 choose a
stlck shift to save money.

Before you choose a car, compare all
costs: the per-day reata); the per-day
versus the per-weck rental; per-mile
costs versus unlimlted mllcage, when
its availnble; the cost of gasollne; (nsur-
ance; drop-off charges; taxes.

Taxes can kil you. Most European
countries have Value Added Tax (VAT)
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ranging from a low of four percent in
Spaln to a bigh of 33.3 percent in
France. Ask about thelr gasoline poll-
¢y, some companies will charge you to
fill up before you leave and after you
return the car.

ALL CARS comc with basle insur-
ance. Check to sce if your cer insur-
ance covers & mll]slon outside Michl-
gan. Chances are it will cover it In the
Unllcd States or Canada but not over-

Den!ce suggests that you consider a
Collislon Damage Walver (CDW) if you
want collislon insurance but you don't
want to pay a large deductible, which
ean range from five dollars to $1,500.
CDW costs about flve dollars extra a
day. If your health insurance covers
medieal costs away from home you
may not want to buy Personal Accident
Insurance,

Before you leave bome, check on
openlng and closing Umes of the rental
car ofilce, whether the office is at the
airport or in town, whether they will
plck you up at the airport or at your
hote.

Cars arc rented on a 24-hour basia,
Check the tlme of the day the car must
be returned so you don't get charged
for another 24 hours because you bring
the car back an hour late.

Check drop-off charges if you plan to
hire a car in one city and drop it off in
another. In Europe you probably won't
pay any within the same country,
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if the car rental company has offlces
contlnent-wide. In the United States
and Canadn, you may be soaked for a
large drop-off charge, expeclally when
yoti crosa state or provinelal lnes.

I REMEMBER that when we rented
4 car In Calgary, Alberta, for example,
they quoted us a $150 d.mp-oﬂ charge if
we delivered the car across the provin-

| Une in Vancouver, B.C., rather
than delivering-it back to Calgary.

An International Driving Permit ls o
convenience overseas. M you are
uloppcd. the patrolman can read your

lcense In his own language, and if the
permit is taken away from you for any
reason, ﬁou still have your Michigan
driver's in hand.

Finally, some tips. Conslder renting
a car similar to the one you drive at
home. 1f you are thinking of buying a
car, rent enc flrst. If you have trouble,
return It to the nearest office for re-
placement,

Don't let anyone drive the ear who
doesn’t meet the age requirements, As
in all remove

sometimes not even between

keys and lock the ear 50 yor won'

held responsible for theft. And don’t be

afrald to ask the car rental company

:;)r & car seat, roof rack or travel dlrec-
ons.

SO NOW you know how to rent a ear,
but before you do it, ask yourself this:
do you need a car or Is there another
way. Between citles, it is pometimes
cheaper to take advantage of ono of the

It’s roller-coaster time

Cedar Pnlnt ﬁmu.-.eme.nl park wi!l celebrate two  experts will vialt ten theme parks nationwide, incor-
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c«:lsr Palnl will cofobrate 100 ym ol
Amerlean roller coaster and 20 yenra of
the Blus Stresli Coastor {cbove) on
oponing day -Muy 12.In the last nino
years, Cadzr Point's roller eoantcn havo
glven MW idea, .

Cedar
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the 1 porating the best features of each park’s top coaster

of Ameriea's ﬂnt roller coaster m the 20th nnnl-
versary of the park’s popular Bloe Streak coaster.
The park, located at Sandusky, Ohio will pass out
free cake to the first 1,000 persons to ride the Blue
Stmak o0 openlng day, Snlurdny. May 12, starting at

'L‘b cake, measuring more than five fect in length
deplcts the ‘Bluo Streak.

‘The master of will be Allen Ambroalni,
editer of Roller Coaster magazina and member of
American Coaster Ehthusln.m (ACE). a nmpmm

devotod to the nd preserva-
tion of roller cossters. The nphumml.!nn
1&00 z:;iunben in the United States, Canada, Japan

Opening day hns hee designated Kidoey Founda-
tion Day. Ccdlr Pnl.ut will donate $1 of every Funday
admisaion z0ld to the Kidney Foundation. During the
day, radlo p&-nmlluu from Clevelmd md Toledo
will compete In several contesta the park,

Monday through Sunday, June 11-17, vln be Coast-
er Centennlal Weck at Cedar Polnt. The first 1,000
gucsis each day to ride five of the park’s adult coast-
ers — Gemint, Blue Streak, Co , Wildcat and
Mine Ride — will recelve a “Coaster

prizes,
Cedar Point wil) bo rmn leg of the 'Cout t0-Coast-
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. WithE very Crulss Bookfng
ROME o tom - 4839,
«AMSTEBDAM trom *488,
y ONDON from *399.
FRANKF(IRT from '460
SHANA{IOF.I. - . rrom '899
' I .. from 1576,

"Air & Hotol

Sml:dnnd Co,, makers of
" June 13, Dswtnglbewur & team of natienal coaster

)

into the “Dramamine Pream Machine,” & model of
the ultimate coaster, The model will be on dlsplay
near the Geminl racing coaster during the team's
vislt on June 13,
er speclal events planned fnclude “Ride for

Ralnbows” on Saturday, May 26, when Cedar Polnt
will donate one cent for every coaster ride given that
day to the Rainbow Bahlel' and Childreh's Hospltal
and Health Hill Hospital in Cleveland; Joyce Becks
er's Soap Opera Festival on Saturday and Snndny,
June 28, whmmuo!ABL'l daytime dramas “Gen-
eral prl!xl." “All My Children" and “One Life {0 -
Live” will pn! on qnsuon-und-uxwef shows daly,
and a flreworks display oo the Fourth of Jaly.

The Cedar Polnt Marinn will be hudquartzn for
the Great Lakes Offshore Powerboat'Racing Assoca-
uonn (GLOPRA) Slm!ure Classic (formerly Etroh

Hreakers beach on Saturday, Aug. 18,
Pé'tn! TOK Race 15 scheduled for Suaday,
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RS Travellng by car Is often not only the besl
Ve way, but the only way. A trip to area of:
- ! Banff, Alberta, in the Canadlan Rockies:
(left) can be enjoyed more fully If you trav..

savoring the

a 100-year-old horse-drawn buggy.

-el through the reglon by car. In Chlcago,:

city can be accomplished In’

many available ducoun! alr fares or
cven to take a trakn.

Train service has sllpped (0 the Unit-
«©d States In recent years 5o we tend not
to think of it as a travel alternative, but
it is sometimes worth considering. It's
a good way to get from Detroit to el-
ther Toronto or Chicago, for cxample,
and both cities bave good public trans-
portation when you get there. You can
R0 by traln to New York via Toledo but
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1t wlll take you all day.
Other areas may have beﬂ.cr wrvlm
bowever. Canada has good train ser.

vige. Easterners travel between New
York and Washington by train. Most
Eurcpean countries offer fast trainy
between major citles as well as mik
runs into small towns,

Transportation within a clty depends
on what is avallable at your destina-
tior. Don't assume that all clties are
like Detroit, which has limited urban
transportation. Citles Ilke Teronto,
Montreal, New York, London, Parts, I].l
bave excellent subway systems.

any good travel guide for the
cost of taxis, which may be your most
convenlent and cost-cffective way to
get around. In New York City, for éx-
ample, many peaple don't even own a
car. Taxis are frequent and reasonable,
You can get to and from the ulrport by
sharing a cab with other travel

I your business Is prlmnrﬂ_v sight.
sceing, conslder a tour bus or a tour
alternative. Explore Savannah by tour

boat, on foot or on one of the wonderfd
horse-and-buggy tours.

More than 100 events will be held
uulm yearin ;:ctlhehguon of the 50th an-

versary of the Great Smok Moun-
tains National v

‘The actual nnnl versary daie will be *
celebrated on June 15-with ceremo-
nles in both North Carolina’ and Ten-
nessee, which share the sng,ooo.am

Aottelnl i
are

the year on the Cherokee Indian Res-

ervation and in the 10 counties sur-

onal Park, Inc., a non-profit
of tourism indusiry aog prof Broup

Great Smokies celebrate

shows, county falrs, a festival hnoring
tobacco, ballet ormances and
other events,

In 1924 Inerfor Secrety Hubert
Work visited the Smokles and formed,
a commitiee which recommended es- |
tablilshment of two pationel parks In
the East — the Blue Ridge of Virginla
and the Great Smokies.

Two years later, Congress passed a
bill providing for’ ulabl.l;hment and
develupmnmt of the park, The next
year Tennesso and North Carollin ap-
propriated $2 million each for land
urchase.

g,'v 1928, coritributions from the

leaders,

Park activies will Include a sym-
phony orchesta performance Sept. 9.
Events planned In arca communlni-
tles anlnde a ramp festival, mountain

loramnces, arts and crafts
luuv Scottish gnm:s antique

amily founda-
uoa wm credited with saving the
Smokles a3 n wilderness preserve. -

Funds' were scarce during the |
Depresselon but fn 1933 President
Franklin Roosevelt announced an al-
Iotment of $1.55 milllon to complete
the profect.
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