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EMENTED SECURELY ia the
bricks of a dozen new bulld-
Ings and firmly groundéd in
the trees that Hne Woodward
and Maple (s a Blrm!ogham lock.
.. It is cubstantial, solid, tallored, mo
nonsense high quallty.

There's no doubt about this clty’s re-
lationship to the Midwest or the 20th
century. But, there's obviously been a
concerted elgon to avald the pitfalls of
foolish fads‘and glitzy geegaws that
characterize many an American raain
sl

anning helps

s

who camp on the dooratep until the
{amily fleally decldes to welcome them
in. .

BIRMINGHAM, once a bustling,
friendly, Little community perched on
high ground north of what iras once
Oakland County’s swamp land, has al-
way1 had an alr about jt. '

Maybe It was the location — or pos-
sibly the Industrlous early residents

treet.

- This clty of the 1980s has und;
dramatic changes In the last decade,
but its respect for Its past Ia still in evl-
dence. New bulldings such as 255 Park .
Place on the northwest corner of Wood-
ward and Ring Road, designed by Mi-
chacl A. Bogglo and Assoclates, fit in
casily with some of the finc older oncs
such as 220 Merrlll, City Hall and
Baldwin Library with thefr Tudor lines
and high pitched slate roofs,

And the Great American Bullding on
North Woodward with its russet brick
and geatly rounded corners, designed
by Rossetti Assoclates, stands tall In its
statement nbout relationships between
past and present.

The jury is still out on Gunnar Blrk-
erts’ additlon to the library, Birming-
bom Piace, designed by Savin Wycoft
Phillips Inc, and possibly the poputar
555 Bullding on South Woodward,
Luckenbach-Zlegelman, The latter two
are somewhat remindful of relatlves

. T, Merrill moro
or less pleked the name. Merrlll, who
owned the foundry and g ma-
chine factory, obviously saw his home-
town as the coming industrial center,
20.1n about 1832, he palnted the name
with the connotation ho liked on hls
business sign — and it stuck..

Today’s Blrmingham is fer from in-
dustrisl. As often as not, it's the place

. where tho industrialists settle when

théy want to get away from Industry,

THE MARE-UP of the clty's com-
merelal dlstrict surely wasn't antied.
pated by the stalwart early founders,
John Hunter, Elijsh WlMlts and John
Hamilton — War of 1812 veterans who
bought thelr farm land heee for $2 an
a

cre,

" The majority of today's retalers
cater to those who pursue the good life
with a vengeance — clothing, furni-
ture, interior design, art, accessories

Birrhlngham style

and speciallty ahops of all kinds along
with an cverincreasing number of

quality restaucants,

Gone are many of the shops serving
basle peeds: Huston Hardware on
North Woodward M:md teh Tiger Sl;oc
Repalr on East le g-two of a
few holdouts. P

Still In the midat of keeplng up with
the imes, bas managed,
as architect Lonls Des Roslers pointed
out, “to avald high tech archltecture.”

CITY PLANNER Bonnle Cook said it
l{nm‘t always been easy to aveld the
ds.

ads.

“0ut biggest problem Is with the out-
of-town architects who are not interest-
ed In our architecture, who want to
make their bulldings stand out,

“That’s sometimes where our con-
flict arlses — with the chaln restan-
rants. And they always say thelr na-
tlonal organlzation won't let them put
in anything but their nationally recog.
nized bulldltig. We've placed a bard line
on them. Wa tell them we don't want
that in Birmingham; we know you can
do better. Qur Keatucky Frisd Chicken
13 the best In the country.”

city find an identity

Archltect Robert Zicgelman, whose '
flem Luch aid

e
Brown Street Centre, the natlonal
award-winnlng Bell Townhouses on

Pleaso turn to Pago 4

] ‘STEPHEN CANTRELL staft phatographer
Boforo It was convarted to a popular restaurant and fowar-tevel gallery, this classic bullding housad
tho local Detrolt Edlson offico. .

closely tied with the chang-
- Ing face of downtow: Ho--
mingham.-He designed the Birming-
ham Executlve Bullding, 380 N.
Woodward, the offlce bullding at 300
Park, now under construction, and
bas had his slte plan for the building
at 350 North Woodsyard approved.

DesRoslers’ bulldings are alse co
the peripbery of the elty — the Vil
lage Professional Bullding, 300 East
Long Lake, Bloomfield Hills, the CMI
Internatonal Headquerters, 75 W. Blg

New building . . ..

the brick in the Birmingham Execu
tive Bullding.

“We'ro ’tarting to got 4 anitiad look -
88--you go:through Blrmingham,
don't think that's bad,”

He mentioned that much of the
brick is “a nlee, soft, warm brick,”
addlng that there are no metal bulld-
ings In Blrmingham, “they're built
with traditional materials,”

DesRoslers has family ties with
this area too. He grew up in Franklin,
son and grandson of architects and

“THEKEY {a the city ia starting to
get this unifled Jook. I.used to be op-
posed. As an architect, I thought that
was wrong, atlffling creatlvity, But,
now, it'a starting to look like Europe-
ao clties — tastefully done whether
old or new. There Is a loo]
because of similar people living in the
same area.”

“The brick of the Hunter Park
Buitding la very similar to that of the

Beaver, Troy and Wang L . from Law-

Inc, 300 E. Long Lake, Bloomfleld  rence Institute of Technology. His fa-

Hills, ther, ur DesRoslers, ; designed

' e st Hugo of the il Cothous

I t em St. Hugo of the olic
Llone: Enm&w&{h e Chureh (n Bloomfield Hills,

Louls DesRosiers stands in
tront of the Blrmingham Exocu-
tive Bullding. It Is three floors,
more than 31,000 square fost
and-has eovoy;fd parking. The
Iobby floor and’ walls are black

~ Planning. .

esoern Sptmiatc viow' o 1o, iy
Susi daaiinl i se it o OPUMISUC View of tho city
A BtV

haven't ‘really adopted a -
theme,” she sald,” adding there is,
haswever, a plan,

“The urban deslgn plan for the clty,
done In 1971 (by Johnson, Johason &
Roy Inc. of Ann Arbor) Is a super
plan. They did an cxcellent job,”

Many of the ideas presented in the
plan kave come into belng elther in
total or In modlfled form.

“The most.slgnificant thing we did .
was to adopt the architectural portion
of the plan which the Planning Board
follows religlously,” she sald.

One of (he statementy in the archi-
tectural portion of the plan is, “One of
the qualitfes of Birmin, Is the
blendlng of architecture of different
periods. The deslgn of pew bubldings
should respeet older structures In the
Immediate area, but it is not peces-
sary or desirable for the new build- -
ings to copy earlier h
stylea”

7

put a third story on that you dqa't
even see, 5o it keeps the two-story . |
look. It's a remarkable example of

i

COOK GAVE the Briggs Building

a3 a blending example. First bullt I what can be doge.®  +
1829, this bullding on the seutheast She sald the use of reflective glags 1
corner of Maple and hous-  Isa't in Bir “t

es the Fidellty Bank, the Liliorm
Cafe and a number of small shops
along Maple.

requlres usé of wors space,” expliin.

y T
BTEPHEN CANTRELL/#txff pholc

Great American Bullding and the Fi-  Andes hranite with hioes do-  mmembpomron R TN
delity Bank brick Is very simllar to  talling. ]

Fleaso tum Lo Pago 4 j

The Barclay inn, at right, was
givon a distinet and pleasing
whan it

about a yoar ago. instesad of ite
formor rather stark, box-llko
appesarancg, it now has a conti-
nental look with shades of cl-
mond end -accants of dark
greon,

. FEMEE BARCLAY Imn on' the
southeast corner of Hunter
and Maple stands as a
‘ prime example of a suc-

" cesaful architectural face lift,
Tho renovation of the former Bl
Houso Motal was complet-

Restoration. . .

Remodelin

T

9 -.

©d last year by Alexander V., Bogaerts
& Assoclates. o
Bogacrts sald the greatest problem - " - - A .
was that “basi there are flve . . s s Ly [N 8
anate buildings oo that sits — they . THEDRIVE under the ow portico "Pontizc, was {ocsled on thal same . St known &3 tho Briggo Building, the foreground section (e now a3 I the third-ficor eedizion,.
are very fragmented with a variety of | to tho entrance, the nddition of tha-* - site 180ycarsago, ' v .- ¢ but both blend a0 woli that. the' change 1a hardly noticesbls, - . ol o
stylea® - - ater fights for & touch of drama and Bogaests sald, “a ot of energy® on | Lo, I ST . )

-1 He sald that "io anlfy thém'and  taany In detailing glvo the -the part of everyone lnvolved went floer interior remained antfly.

ke ona completo statement” the . whola ceroer, pleasing Identity that ' fato the restoration.”. ' - . lahed unilt 1950.Tho origieal bullding

bulldlogs were all patoted in thasanse . Was never thero tintll now. Hls firm"alss did "the remodeling | - Soastrnelod to parmit the addl- - b olman, .
color " acheme’ (tones " of_almond) . _-The Inn, now owned by Brown snd  for La3tants. 160 5. Woodward and .- &} 3o, o0 more fcor, 7, 1y qaalgners of W8 RAgitlon, apoka 6f (5e.
Feegniignicd by ‘A ¥irong coior; the - - LUTS Companies, waa buuilt in 1989, It © designod the vesy contemporary Scott fird Mloor wnd A completely ~ challeapes the - flomn faced, Ve
;ark green of the canvas awnings. Is tald that en Inn, serving travelers - Jacohson keme on Mokegan fn Bir Built criginally with tho, commer- - pew secton oa the enst rde cf [ : 3

“yver the doorways. . an ibs Indlzn Trall from Detroit to  mingham. o clal growth of tho city In mind, the - bullding fronting on Maple ware sdd- ’ Ploass tmto Paga 4

, 3 ¥ ’ ¥ S ¥ .




