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By Tem Casr
staff writor

Secret nmcmcnm No way, Price
fixing? You must be kiddlog.

Actually, “ridiculons” was the word
used most onen by f-'mnlngtmru

who were asked to comment og the
US, Federal Trade Commlssion's
(FTC) investigation into thelr businesy
practices,

‘The FTC last week launched its ln-
by delivering aub;

at Jeast 60 Detroit-area car deaters ln

an attempt to discover If dealers:

© Have consplred fo fix prices on
new and used autos, leasing agree-
ments and labor rates.

o Havo formed sceret agreements
to stay closed on Saturdays ~ a long-
time Detrolt-area tradiffon — and
most evenings.

The Investigation will' continue

' with bearings May 10-18 at the
In & De-

golng to ba tha most

C

thing,
In the world. It's ludicrons and ridiew

vlon:.b.\.:tlgnmwcy’vexotmlook

into L.

. RODERT C. JONES, an FIC attor-
noy whose name appears on tho sub-
poenas, gald that ho “was not ut Lber-
tytubonwmmuflmmum"
about the Investigation.

“T can tell yon that there ta no

Uc inveatigation into the Detrojt
E;nm .lonuDhlto('lxmidly (rm:n

‘ashington, D.C., office.
"m FIC has a general policy,
r.l\ 1 am not at Ubesty to vary
that 1n nom-public anaup
ther

we pelf coeflrmm nor
evcu Lhe cxistence of the l.nvuup-
ton.*

Jones dld a3y, hwcvcr. that no
charges have been mads against the
dealers.

Asked who Initiated the complalnts
8 the dealers, Jones sal (3
don't divalge hotr wo docided to look
into anything. In fact, It would be
that it wos

ullding
troit. Results of the hearings and doc-
umenis subpocnned wili be given to
the flve-member FTC for further

analysls:

Martin (Hoot) Mclnerney, who
own1 Town and Country Dodge in
Farmlngton Hills angd four other De-
trolt-arez dealerships, has been out-
spoken in de!undlng the auto dealer-
ships’ practlces,

“T guess that's what our taxpayers'
money is golng for — somebody
makes an nllegation and they Investi-
gate to find out what it 1s” gald
Meclnerney, who admiited that Town

to assume
Imnnmtocurnumllm hvvlm,-eo!e
com, 1

But an execntive In a Farmington
Hilla Pontlac dealership had what he
called “Just a peat-of-the-pants opin-
lon"” on who complained to tha FIC.

“It may be that unfons brought the

couple of others have been trying um
successfully to get the (nw) sales-
men organized for l ong

Wilsoq - also erif (ﬁr
coverage of the pmbe,chlmlu

ning the L itsel,
Wilaon -sald, “T on't know what
#ay in the Free

trylog
a Satarday atn dealership. There was

adoctor on'a Wednesds

* comparing prices for the best deal.

looking for, but thero
pmr‘i’y‘eu'?!.nngnndnomnwmu‘m:yo

“They (the - complalnants) ~are
to say that pecple can't shop on

nothiog sald about tryieg to get any-
thing done In & government ciflca af-
!zrsmounmdny,uruyiuawﬂnd

CRITICS OF area dulmhlpa bave
long complained that the buxincsses
are closed on Saturdays to prevent
buyers from shopplog ardund and

Auto dealers in somo parta of the
country — Callfornia, for example —
mupmmtnaayuweckmdmost
evealngs, critics have sals

. But many du!mnlp cxecuﬁves
mpport. the Saturday closings, clalm.
ing™'that the flnancial institutions
nceded to make a deal would be
closed, and that there would be little

"Jsed car doalers ars ciosed (ois
-+ Saturday), too, and uwy‘m not even
, afflliated with any franchise,” sald
"Town and Coustry's . “Why
are they closed? Whydodoctanlnko-
off on Wednesdays? Why do barber
shnpucloseonu\mduyn" . ’

vic prealdent )

K and Country. had recelved an FTC - the !roub-puge storfes a -open un Saturda; gan.’ '8 eomiplathing atout tho dénters.” w;bymmsgtmyg,m yowll
 oubpoena.: B e both Detroit dallizs veero “dose n . p;‘.;ch;u, whoyc:nedthempmbe - nof belng opeu on Saturday. Who's 16+ have somie of these quys wmu.m;
“When they find what ‘it 1, Tts negative manoer.” © - - * sald ba camo to agres . - ally keylog to make a change?. more thon 59 hours a week."”

“they woumnt oovpeni&a. with belog

RANOY DOMTIM photographer

Auto Dcnlon from sround tho Fermington/Farm- _that, at loact in this part of tho country, nothing la

Ington Hiils eroa oay the recently announcad fed- _amisa.
eral |, Into tho busl: wilt ehow
salesmen have some kind of feeling wuhtheSahudaypoucy. "l! péople would only reallze ow

1y bours of work theas sales poo-
£“This bas beenxolnsculorm'\ plapulln.Tbcywmknnﬂnlmumol

(crlhalnct!hattheywurtonh{m-w
oo yeats,” ba gald. T 2245 10 48 bours 3 week, and {t's herd

Thursdsys late, and . that ,

Orchard Lake left turn
can be hazardous move

Twenly—llve cents. |

RANDY. BOMT!MM
untll traffic nloara to enter tha northbotind lanes,
Meanwhilo, the motoriat in tho car et the far right
i3 waiting In the malls nnlrywny to pulil Into tho,
couthbound iane of mm«.

This iz an exampte of how norih and southbound
traffic travelo toward each other In the turn lans
on Orchord Loke Road in front of Munter's
8quare mall. The motorlet in the car at the right
I8 using the lum tanio as a holding lane, walting

Clarenceville sets millage

By 8usan Roslek l.hodhtrlct becausea!lnq(wu uw oia, Farmington Hills and Red!ord

Square mall on
week, It way the last straw,
» " Tired of

. County

BY Joanne Mallszewek)
statf writer |

Whea Connle Galyon saw the ntest
car accldent occur tn!nmt of Hnnm’n
Orchard Lake Rozd tast

congestion along-Orchard Lake Road
south of 14 MUc, Gaylon called Farm-
ington Hills polico ‘and the. Oakland
Road Commimion. The Farm-
ington Hills resident works for the ©
Sumnut Agency across f.he street from
the mall.

“We put In a mmplnlnt to the road
commission {0 lee If they can't stop- -
left-band turns,” Galyon sald. “They
took tho complaint and sald they would
get coplz‘a{ pollea reports of the accl-

estimata tolal revenue at $4.4 mlll.lm

(or 1084-85.

‘Althongh the _37.90-mlll ‘operation
laat

levy Is tho same rate as
SEV

Su:nmk Agency e.mployom can sce . problem,”

Road from their office
and havo seen several accideots in the
last year and uuuy moro ne.nr acel-
dents, Galyon sald.

“They (motorists) have o ul! ln the
feft turn 1an until traffic clears.

J. Pearson, §6, and passenger Doruth;
ikln:. §2, were infured, occtrred ln.u .
&iter 1-pm, -April 25. Pearson was
oa - Orchard ‘Lake Road
when another driver drove lmm apri-
, vate drive inlo Pearson’s pal
Eroest Miller of the mm' {rafilc di-
vhlon also asked the Ozkland County
Road Commigsion last
Ihe tratflc- situation along Orchard
Lake Road In front of the mall. But
Miller indicaled that he doesn't see that
sectlon of lho thomuﬂ,h!am “as a hig

hearmg for May 8

is an "m—!nrmn-
‘That ineans It ro.

&_ 1 district.;
mmhudum]ml«:ﬂ

Motorists fend to use tho m]ddlu lane
of the five-lane strect a3 a holding lans
rather thizh solely as o turn lanoe as it
wai intended, Mliler sald.

, While some cars are the lane (o
turn, others are using it to wait until
mmhumwmu“o!wnc,hn

- While -walting for police nnuge emer-
geacy personnel to arrive at scene
of 'last week's accident, motorist Bob -

Abromovich of Southfi
help direct trafffe around the mg!ad
cars in the middie of Qrchard Lake

“He dId a terriftc job." Gllyon ald,
Whem Abromovich. completed his
‘the nearby Al-

this summer, Chmnccvﬂ.ln :mpbyors
have :ecepmd modest wage incroases

over the yaars. In 193304, isacheqs ang
recalved'a Talse,

: ¢ hoard. propases
mills ($37.90 per $1,000 of
.valuatlon) for operation next school -

staff writor SEV). smu anmklp
nld will ! David McDowell satd
The Clarenceville Board of Educa- $100,000 if tha sno.mm Jlevy 1a°ap- the extra money will be used to im- .
tion will hold a pnbuc huﬁng bn the . prove: student-teacher ratios -at all
Proposed 1984-85 mlllago rate at 8 p.m. (State ald Is ealeulated on student en- claxs levels and give studénts an oppor
Thirsday, Moy 10. rollment and tekes {nto ueemml tha Io- tunity to ke a-aixth academic class -
The Jcal tax effort. Ther district proj Eﬂd&ysmea 1930, mast stodenta have

to levy 37.90
amsessed

year. The levy would generato $91,000

gh 12th pldu and 180 in
adult education)

abls to’ take only five academic
nenwmmmywmw

in nddlllmul Property tax revenuo {or

g !ﬂ!l&ﬂ hlmm
WS(HIW)M "
“f x lmﬂng toan alphnbnu Baz, G ’.In“

C’:zm Im- s sprlng matcr vm-_

edmﬂct inciudaupuuoluvo- musamsmmlnﬁlm th

CALLED .
Wi hellled" st

the AUTOMO- |:
;nvﬁn“m' SPORTATION: Ob-




