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golng crazy 'ln'{ng ta find a case,” sald the West
Bl resident.. - e

1 i

To County Clerk Lynn Allen, tho courthousa i “a
place where people come for resolutlon of Iife's
most serious matters,”

Folks rarely drop by just to visit.

Last week, though, the court threw open Its doors
1o the public for a speclal Law Day open house, And
morea than 500 high-school students and 200 senlor
citizens took (he opportunity to tour offl; oourt-
m&m and hear publle offlela)s talk al ut thelr

"I.t'l nlce 10 know we can come here anytime,”
sald Julln Lupp, touring with Addlson Township
Senlor Cltizens,

‘OAKLAND COUNTY Circuit Court hield the open
house to mark Law Day. The event was a flrst for
the court, which usually fust contributes to pro-
grams set up by the Oakland County Bar Assocla-

on, .

In 1061, May 1 was designated by congressional
resolution as a “speclal day of celebraticn by the
Amerfean people In apprecation of thelr liberties -
and the reaffirmation of thetr logalty'to the United .
States,” .

“The courts are proud of what we do. Wo feel wa
have something to ahow you,” Circult Judge Geae
Schnelz told one of the tour groupa, .

In a serious tone, Schnelz told his young listeners
that “the very reason you're here is because of the
force of the law.”

With a smile, he added: “Also you get a day oft
from school and a chance to barass your teachers,”

OAKLAND COUNTY Bar Assoclation president *
Sbeldon Larky explalned that Law Day fsn't a day
!o{ judges or attorneys, )

"It's a day set aslde for people to leamn the dis-
tinction betwween our country and others,

“Onir might Ia not with machine’ guns or missiles *
but the pen,” he sald.“Qur courts exist to bring
freedom rather than enstavement to our citizens,”

All mornlng tour groups vislied offices and
courtrooms, where actual trinls were taking place,
Ameng the stops were the largest county law M-
brary in the suu:'nnd the firat computerized court

"We continue to seek a more efficlent court sys-
tem,” sald county clerk Lynn Allen, who added that
24,000 new court cases are started in Oskland -
County each year. .

FOR A GROUP of Rochester High School stu-
- dents enrolled in a Practical Law class tdught by
Mike Metevier, it was a chance to see the legal
system In actlon. . . .
“Make sure you have no gum in your mouth,
We'd hate to have 1o stop a trial because of that,”
cautioned deputy probate register Cathy Harrison,
leading them into a courtroom where an insurance
case was being heard. During a recess, Judge

George LaPlata told them not to be surprised by

seeing some empty courtrooms.
"I a case finishes, we bave to find another quick,
+ Sometimes a courtroom is empty because we're
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" dents ncted out mock trials In their Personal Laty
L]

Lahser High Schoot teacher Beth Brown's atu- " M. Handler, teading creative expe.of pros
* with us jmm 10:00 to 5:00 de"t nglhe
appointment now 1o’ consult abou

’ " Breastforms, and to hm‘:'a'ﬁmdnnlﬁﬁl She'
’yuu a ra.q.ge of styles, Ir{dt}dln; htr Swi eollection,

and Businessy Law classes. But vislting Chief Judg
Francis X. O'Brien’s conrtréom made thely studles
morereal. X - .

*““The Judge was very falr,” sald Brett Ackerman,
17, of Bloom{leld Hills.

" “He questioned the aftornoyn and found holes in
thelr arguments.” t

WHILE, VISITING Clark J. Adams-Philip Pratt -
Ouakiand County Law Library, director Richard
Beer Invited young visitors {o use some of the
38,000 volumes for term-paper . .

“Wa hope to sce you do your papers here, We'rq
open to the public 72 hours a week,” sald Beer,

Friend of the Court mediator Don Slagle ex-
plalned his job is necessary because “sometimes
when people get divorced thelr feelings are £o -/
strong they don't function well as parenta.”

Around the visitors asked:
that have been bothering them, N

“Could you do an estate yoursel without a law-
yer?"” one senlor cltiren asked, A simple estate,”
answered a court employec. .

all totally comfortable and made'to be. wom.vith mnﬂdawe.
" Call 843-8700, extension 273 to rserve your hour, ‘ v
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 BONWIT

“Lady Justice,” a
lithograph by Pamela
Harrington. The
blindfolded woman .
holding the scales of
Justice has long been a . ; , -y
symbol of the legal systent. ' co - K .
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Join the people who've said | Wood!” - -
~ .
And start enjogng Wood Mofors’
exiraordi ervice .
A 3
Pick-upand Delivery Plan. .

- Wouldn't you rathé have your Mercedes-Benz
collected from and delivered to you, e
when it needs routine servicing? .

People'who say I Wood!". do.

. Every owner ofa Wood Motors |
Mercedes-Benz Is automatically
cnrolled in our Pick-Up and Delivery

. Service: ! - - . X
N When your Mercedes-Benzis -
- scheduled for servicing, we will collect
it from you. at your residence or office,
And we will deliver it to your door, w
theserviceiscomplete. . i
... -Weoffer your this service no matter where
o - in the metropolitali area you reside
P Call us today. if your Wood Motors' "
Mercedes-Benz is scheduled for: _

. malntenance attention, Or if you wish'to®
* , purchase a Mercedes-Benz that carries

this extraordinary benefit s




