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arbie’s ‘mom’

Fighting spirit formed new firm

By Loulse Okrutaky
statf writor

Ruth Handler squarely faced adver-
slty and emerged victorious.

Nearly 14 years ago, Handler sought
1o cope with Lhe aftermath of a mastec-
tomy which took her left kreast, Iymph
nodes, part of her chest wall and un-
derarm. Her personal atruggle was
matched by a professional one as she
alowly slipped from her position as
president of Mattel Inc.

Gradually she overcame both prob-
lems through the creatlon of a new
company In 1977, Nearly Me, devoted
to designing and marketing a light.
welght breast prosthesis which gives
the wearer as natural an appearance a3
manmade materials would allow.

She will be showing prostheses de-
algned for swimwear and evening wear
and Hnes suitablé for daywear and ath-
letles today at Bonwit Teller, Somerset
Mall, Troy, Representatives of the flrm
wlill be there on Friday, accoeding to
Handler. For Information, call the
store at 843-8700,

“In this busineas, I have finally found
() niche,” Handler, 87, said. “You can
gay I have a sense of misslon. I think
much in llfe s made up of many pat-
tens which develop to teke you to
seme place where you're supposed lo
be. I've scen too many people make
even small changes In thelr lves and
suddenly a whole new way of living s
opened up to them.”

Her self-lmposed mission, to help
other mastectomy patients approach
lving with as much confidence as pos-
sible, really began after she left Mat-
tel.

But ber approach to the problem has
113 roots In the 30 ycars she spent as o
toy manufacturer,

IN THE 1950s Handler put the toy
company she founded In 1945 with her
husband, Elllot, on top of the heap by
creating Barbie, a doli with adult fea-
tures which she named after her daugh-

ter, Soon she added the first of a host of
Barble's friends, a doll named Ken, af-
ter her son.

Much lke she was to do In designing
breast prostheses, she culled ber ideas
for the dells from observing the people
around her. She noticed cutouts with
adult flgures appeated most to her
daughter, -

‘The carly ones aren't as pretty as
they later became, I didn't want Barble
to be that pretty, I wanted every little
girl to be able to play cut her dreams
through the doll. No matter what that
Mlttle girl tooked like. ] wanted them to
be able to play out their ordinary
dreams as well as pretending to be a
doctor or an avlator,” Handler sald.

Although the dolls continued to be
cnormously popular, the company
faced 2 number of business reversals
about the same time as Handler was
dealing with her mastectomy.

“When I went back to Matte! {after
surgery) It seemed everything 1
touched went wrong, Those four years
after the and as

facturing prostheses for the right and
left sides when other flrms were selling
lnise breasts which were interchange-
able,

It was simpler to decide upon the
materlals than the design. Almost from
the start, the design team agreed to
make the prosthesls from a polyu-
rethane outer skin which covered an in-
ner core of foam. The design itsclf Is
still changing to meet the needs of the
firm's clientele, The orlginal farm,
Nearly Me 1, is slowly being pl
out. Its flat backing prevented Lhe form
from lying flat when worn by women
whose mastectomics had left some
{leshy muss around the breast, Nearly
Me Too features a contotred, hollowed-
out Interior which suits both these pa-
tlents and women who've had radical
mastectomies., Another line, the Rest
Breast, is lighter and designed for
wearing when a woman s resting.

Because she couldn’t find 2n attrac-
tlve bathing sult for hersclf, Handler
has designed a line of swimwear for
mastcctomy patlents. These Include

of Mattel were awful ycars. We ran
into a lot of business problems and I
wasn't capable of rising to the need.
Prior to that I had a tremendous
amount of sclf assurance. After the
mastectomy I dldo't feel good about
myself. They ran roughshod over me, "
she sald.

In 1974, she and her husband sold
thelr stock in Mattel and retired. For
Handler, that wasn't a solution. Teach-
ing in the graduate schoo) of business
at UCLA and USC dldn’t fill the gap.

“I HAD to go back to work. I needed
to do something meaningful for the rest
of my life, ahe sald.

Her own despalr at findlng a false
breast that wasn't an oval glob inspired
her in 1075 to call together people she
bhad worked with at Mattel who were no
longer with the company. Handler
knew what she wanted, a design that
would follow the natural configurations
of a woman’s body. That meant manu-

two-plece sults as well as tank suits.

“I used to buy & blouse and a swim
bottom and wear that, People looked at
me as if I were crazy,” she recalled.

In the carly days of promoting her
product, Handler admits she was some-
times overzealous,

*“I had a lot of anger. One way o get
rid of it Is ta get it out into the open and
talk about it. I've found in my personal
appearances that you're better off if
you're out talking about it™

During a televislon talk show in At-
lanta, Ga. she admitted to the host she
had forgotten her line of samples. Then

EHSD

‘1 think it’s good for
women to talk about it.
I really want to bring
mastectomieg out of
the closet and into a
better situation
relating to their own
self esteem.’

. — Ruth Handler

she calmly {and ly, she em-
phaslzes) remaved her own prosthesls

on crmera, The talk show host'’s jaw °

dropped. Newspapers printed the story.

Handler caused a stir but even today
she ks0't entirely repentant. “I think it's
good for women to talk about it. I real-
ly want to bring mastectomles out of
the eloset und into a better sltuation re-
lating to their own self esteem,” she
sald.

Miss Farmington Pagean't' under way

The 1th annual Scholarship Pageant
Is open to women 37-28 years of age
stho have been resldents of Farmington
Hills since January 1, 1984  and have
never been marricd. One of the, most
popular events of the anoual Founders
Festlval, the winner of the Mlss Farm-
ington Scholarship Pageant will ad-
vance to the 1985 Miss Michlgan Schol-
arship Pageant, and possibly even go
on to compete {n the Miss America
Pageant.

Contestants will be judged on person-’

Young musicians called to aud

Metropolitan Youth Symphony will
be bolding auditions for the 1984-85
season Saturday, June 2. Students in
grades 5-12 who aro looking for addi-
tloaal orchestral cxperience o a youth
organiration may reserve an sudition
u:xgn by calllng Martha Stefanko, 591-
1408, | °

ality, polse, talent, swimsult and eve-
nlng gown presentations by a panel of
qualified judges. : .

The women entering the contest will
partlclpate in special workshops and
seminars before pageant competition,
recelving Instruction in personal
grooming, talent presentations and
modellng and Interviewing techniques.

Several former Mlss Farmingtons
and Miss Michigans will be on hand to
offer tips and personal advice hased on
thelr own experiences in the scholar.

dent’s school music program: a string
orchestra (grades 5 and up), a full con-
cert orchestra (grades 8 and up) and a
fall symphony orchestra (grades 10-12),

According to Sharron Zamezyk, pub-
Ilc-relations  director, Metropolitan
Youth Symphony offers young mrusf-

'c!nm_"m opportunity to btpadm thelr

ablp pageant. |

“AND NOTE ‘the emphasis on schol-
:zrsh!p," says pageant director Pat Fal-
on.

“Miss Farmington 1984 will receive
scholarship money and wardrobe al-
lowance, as well as an of

Michigan Schalarship Pageant, June 16
in Muskegon. The Miss Farmington
Scholorship Pageant fs an official
franchise of the Miss Michigan and
Miss America Scholarship Pageants,

Entry forms for the 1984 Miss Farm-
Ington Schol:

other fine gifts, The first and second
runners-up also will recelve cash prizes
and gifta.”

Miss Farmington 1983, Lisa Varty,
who was sclected during last year's fes-
Uval, will be competing In the Misy

Invited to audltion: obocs, string basses,
English horns, drums, tubas, clarinets,
bassoons, violas, viollns and flutes.

Three conductora chl:acn for !hn%r
expertlse in working with young people
handle baton dnllu.g ¥ -

THE THREE orchesiras rehearse

* Membership is based on
beld In the spring and fall of each con-
cert season. :

Threa orchestras catering to three

levels of accomplishment are specifi
cally designed to complement a stu..

Sweet Adelines join

work,

three formal concerts, participation in

community events such as Natlonal

Muslc Week, a mid-year scholarship
competition and pominal tuitlon fees.”

_ Sboe adds thast all Instrumentation s

Y nings from 9:30 am. to
12:30 p.m., September through May in

p Pageant, which Is
set for Wednesday, July 18 In Viadl-
mlr's, are avallable from the Farming-
ton Area Chamber of Commerce, 33201
Grand River Ave., cast of Farmington
Road. The deadline for entering I8 Fri-
day, June 1,

ition
gathered from 40 arca mmmdnlﬁu.
The students perform-with their school
orchesiras as well as study privately,
Many attend the National Muslc Camp
Literlochen or Blue Lake Musle Camp.
Metropolitan Youth Symphony was
represented by {ta members in many
Jocal

¢cal community music ecmpculjom‘
as well as statewide evenls.” Particl-

Southfleld Lathrup High School on 13 Do, PTOUERt bommo mumerous cash
Mile Road.. P . e i 3

season the was For contact Zamcezyk at
composed of more than 200 musicians * 477-2894. co :

or best of barbershop

Farmington Hilli chapter of Sweet:  talument packags for tie eatire family. . ning their titles, Both Gave takea somo
Adelines i3 one of St Michigas and On- o S m off . from traveling and singing,
tario.“women's . barbershop ‘choroses . - The 's ‘s bat their ix th andl has
somum‘B:xb;sbfp, et for Satur- " Pressryati WA&"M?& bmm”mwyﬁmwmbum'mﬁ;a
“Bolk for - ation . o star bil w
day, f'nz:ﬂ [n Ford Anditoriom. Show :* Barbershop Quartet Ringing 18 Amerl- 90 women of Ramapo &-ney Chapter,

£5. ..} 5 . g under the direction of

3pm and agsin

. Swoet 'Bweot Adalines,
;7 whicli *“Henes G

oriier * now.
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F

our
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“People will be coming from all gver

Michi,

For . addltional [nf

Ford Auditorium's

A - —
Lounging in her California home, Ruth
models one of tho swimsults from last year'a

“This’ is ‘&_golden-opportinity for
Tulls o Ppol 'y

our

{riends and families to enjoy the best in

musical siyls of fout-pazt; harmo-
oran sald, .

gan and Ontarlo to be part of it.
b(sar‘)m-t

) “
line. The suits are
tomy pationta. .

Handler

Monday, May 28 - 7 PM. ~ Tuesday, May 29-7PM.
alour galleries
825 Woadward Avenue - Pontlac, Michigan
FEATURING: .
FURNITURE, PORCELAINS. SILVER, CRYSTAL, JEWELRY. PAINTINGS, .
FROIQUE AND CLASSIC AUTOMORILES, ETC. INCLUDING SOME
TTEMS FORMERLY IN THE ESTATE OF THE LATE MAE WEST.
FURNITURE: Fine Danith Rosewood Office Ensemble, Louts XV style carved
vmnalwgaw 551""’?1’ Inuct Ladles urling desk, exotlc wood aldl nnm:wl;blc.
ahogal ictarian Captain‘s des! I 2
Soudalr banch. 7 Pe. Johh Wilelicome dinin oo e en Chosre 1oes
style small scale burcavplat, Set of 8 Enghih Chippoodate sigle mahogany
Irs, 9 P, Ca. 1930 mixed wood dining 10om s, Chaive, Qoria cabramy
scttees, screens, oceaslonal tables, etc. )
ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC AUTOMOBILES: Mode! §0 - 1937 Cadillac
LaSalle, 1931 Model 62 Cadiltac, 1963 Pink T-Blrd Hard Top.
LARGE ORIENTALIA COLLECTION: Satsuma, tmarl, Kutanl, Pr. Patace
size Chinese Blue and White Jardinleres on stands, Antique Chinese Bronze
vases, Lampe Satsuma “Pairtach” 1, Tvories, Netsukes, Large collectlon of
fine Chincsa Peking Clolsanne including an unusual mythological Foo Lion,
221 agoi, vases, tea pots, etc. . .
ORIENTAL RUGS: Bokharas, Dhurrles, Indo Tabsiz, Chinese, Kilim, efc.
in large and small slees. fo . . .
PAINTINGS BY OR ATTRIBUTED TO: Otto Dx, Corot, Mora, Walten-
sperger, Wiegand, ete, Ll b A
- ENGLISH AND CONTINENTAL POR INS: Wed,
. Mettlach, sznl Doulton Flambe, Cddtm. Royal
snmy-, Royzl Worcester, French Bisque Figure Group, etc. .
- SILVER AND CRYSTAL St . vases, bosls, 3 .
B e 2% bl e o, e v
MISC, AND COLLECTOR'S ITEMS: Royal Doutton F d Toby Mugs,
desk sct, clocks, Pezsian Manuscript leoes, Ant s Conny e G oy
[ accessorks, tinens, Pewter, Art Glass, Art Nouveau style lampe, ¢1c. . -
N - EXHIBITION: Wed, 3‘“"211" Fé'-‘,’-""'“ zsz.z &2 10AM. (0 4P, -
B on., i . 1
i CATALOGUES: $200 at the door, $4.00 by real, o ALY
INFORMATION: (313) 338-9203 - : .
TERMS: Cadh, Check, Amt)tklm Express, Visa, MasterCard (10X Buyers

) ~ . Premium on all -
~ - Absentee Bids Accepted If You Are Unable to Attend ond Bid in Peryon
. T NOW ACCEPTIN AUCTIONS ,

Falry Lustre,
oppenhagen, Ridg.

I3 CONSIGNMENTS FOR FUTURE

§ CB.CHARLESE

CALTLRIS
S SPECIALINTS -




