Twin Towers tail
order for Rice

OMETIMES THE (oughest part
of coaching isa't the obvlous.
Sure, it's a task to motd ath-
letes into players, teach the
Xa and Oz, scout the opposition and
repeatedly review game flima,
And that's not even the half of It.
Bul one phase of tho job swhich i a
task 13 handling persenalities — not
only players, fans and parents, but us
guys. You know all about the media
stereotypes, Anything (o get a story,
right?

I've beea sitting on a story for quile
some thne now, and it's o big one —
171 inches, to be ezact. Mike and Jim
Lanier, 7-foot-1% twin brothers from
Troy Larson Mlddle School, have en-
rolled at Brother Rlce Righ School
and will put thelr framea on the bas-
kethn] floor,

That's the atory I've concerncd
myself with. Stories already have
been seritten about the towerleg
twosome, from an article [n & Detrolt
duily to another in the Natlonal En-
quirer. -

The novelty of thelr size tins long
worn off, and nothlcg I could have put
together would be-any dlfferent. Be-
sldes, T flgured two I4-year-old kide
with that kird of basketball potentla}
will have their day fn the sun. It's
been too early to {1l their eyes with
press clippings when there's 80 much
set o be proven on their part.

ASFAR ASI'm concerned, the cnly
story that peeds ta be written — uniil
they play thelr flrst game — s the
one telling whether they'd go to
Brother Rice, or stay in the public
sebool system and go ta Troy Athens,

Well, they're golag to Brother Rlce,
=0 says father Emil Lonler, who, und-
erstandably s0, vould not allow e or
any other sporta wrlter to talk to the
kids about thelr decision. Pop Lanler
gimply said tLey've had cnough of all
the media aftentlon.

Now that the Lanicrs have named
thelr school, the writers and broad-
casters ean dlrect thelr questions
clsewbere — Rice varsity basketball
coach Nick Contd. Conti faces the task

-1 mentloned at the beginning of this

plece. He's the guy who will try to

keep this whole mattor In pecspec.
ttve.

‘Tlls i3 probably the Last thing Cont!
neeced, not that he would try to turn
the {wins away. Catholle ~ schools,
Brother Rice in particular, have the
rap ogainst them because of, ob,
what's that word agaln? Oh yeah, re-
crultiog. Whether parochial schools
recruit, attract, or get people in the
community to pay taltion, ta not what
Teare to deal with here.

TUE MATTER at hand s how &
cozach handles a situation when tiwo 7-
footers walk inta his Jocker room.

“Needless to say, I'm excited about
the prozpect of having tyvo youngsters
already over 7-foot tall,” zald Centf,
whose 1904 Warriors advanced to the
cemiflnals of the Class A state
playeifs. “But with respect to the kids
and famlly, we wilt proceed ateng the
line of thinkiug to play this as low key
as humanly possible.

"Needless 10 say, there Is great in-
terest on the part or the medtn to get

Sailor eyes Canada C

“1¥'s vaturad fix s 1o be vtk

By Richh 8wancon
statf writar .

The yacht Signutuco didn’t wia her opening rousd
series against highly favosed Siars end Btripea to
determine America's entry in the prestigions Cana.
da’s Cup, but crew momber Richard Birdsalt bsn't
rezdy to take wn the nalls fust yet.

Birdsall, 23, a Livoala Stavencan graduste who
llves in Farmington, has gotten a teste of big-time
salllng on Lake St. Clalr, and he's aptimlstic Stgza-
ure witl give Stripes qulte n battle before the sum-
mier-long series is over,

“The fret series wea a good zhakedown for us,”
Blrdsall gatd, “We loat, hut we've scen a ot of im-
provement. We're finally sterving to get reme of
the bugs out” . .

Stripes, skippered by Bayview Yacht Cleb's Bi
Martin, woa iz of the clght races in the first of flve
round-robla scrics.

‘THE TOLEDO-BASEY Slgnature, whose crew 13
made up of a conglomerate of Detroit and Toledo
area saitors, meets Stripea Ia round No, 2 wben the

Vardar brings

Livonia’s Vardar 111 soccer club sent two teams
to the Buckeye Tournament recently In Clncinnatl,
coning heme with & champlonshlp and a third-
place {inlsh to show for their efforts.

“The hoys played extremedy hard,” toam apobes.
mzn Gene Beday aald. “The last day’s garnes were
played In two inches of water, It was all stamina
and

involved, and that Ly
But ns basketball players at the high
school level, they (the Lwins) have not
accemplished anything yet. We want
o make life as comfortable as possl-
ble for them and not turn this into a
circus.” .

The: numbers alene probably have
made llfe anything but niormal for the
Lanlers. And, cven though they're
probably used to double-takes and
oofy, *Iow's the wealher up there?”
Jokes, it still must be hard to lead a
normal life,

“When you're 14 ycars old, 7-1%,
vielgh 235 pounda and happen to be
twing, t's difficult to lead a normal
Hfe,” Contl said. *I think 1t wli be a
little easicr for them o an all-boys
environment (at Brother Rlee). Plus,
the kids at Brother Rice are used to
big guys walking down the hali,

“Within a rezsonuble time, maybe
things will be normal. They may
‘scrape thelr heada on the eclling from
time to time.”

.
IN THE MEANTIME, Conti will
bave try to keep cverybody happy, in-

“Qur team [s o new team — we've been in exis
tence for less than a year, Some of our players are
rejects from other teams. We've really come long
way."

‘The under-13 boys, ceached by Wally Barrett, de-
feated the Centerville, Ohlo, Sonles §-1 in the cham-
plonship final to capture the title.

'The team won five out of six games In its divi-
ston, scoriog 24 goals In ax games agalnst some of
the toughest teams in the Midwest.,
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Wih 4 formal muclt Uka the Aroerien’s Cop Seb -

8ls, dke ihres boajy (alvewly comstructed) wil
fighe 1t out in dasd-to-hezd competition on Lake Si.
Clalr. The top two boets will (heo meet on Laks
?mma for the flual relevilon serles starting Aug.

A

* e victor £army the right to challenge the Cana-
dian defender on Lake Ontatlo startiag Gapt. 16 for
-the Cup. B

Crewing cn the 42-foot Signatars Ly 2 theill of a
Ufetlme for Rirdsall, who hat been raciog on big
boats slnce be way g t=evi-ngor.,

“THE COMPETITION is fubulous — I ex-
tremely competitive,” he sald “There's pa itme for
procrastination or hesitatlon becauss the pace ls
unbellesesbly fast. We're very aggreasive. You
need the total efort of 19 people. If you'rs o day-
dreasmer you don't belong here.”

A member of the cockpit erew, Birdsall's job Is to
€rind and trim sulls. And, at 6-foet-3, 220 pounds,
he has the physical attributes to get the Job dome,

nome crown

Tbe offensive attack waa led by Joc Bogdan, Jr.,
Davld Dinglle, Jtm Harkins, Scott Seabolt, Bllt
Stoyanovich and Kurt Wil

25 TOUGH ueieuse, made up of Jeremy

ing and we're
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xeeping hls tricks well-hidden,” Bivds
final serdey means sverything and sl dasingd:
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. Flawers, Roly Keller cnd Paul Rice,
2lso played well, aliaswing Jurt one goal per game.
Brias Durkin played well in goal, aking three
saves in the '
Midfielders John Bailey, Erik Booker, Joe Crow
and Derck Williford dld a commendable job con-
trolling the play. .
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. hese casual slacks fram
Arrow's boen a favarite of ' ¥
Dads for many genoratisns - Haggar aré pertect for the'
olnting the way In style, fit . ' active man. Blended of
and comfort with fine A 65% Fortret® polyester and.
talloring and attention to ALL ARROW 32% co(;:niﬂelhey(;m mg-’
detalis. Plus u tradition of china washable an guard- 3
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