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By Joznno Mallazewst)
statf writer

ant vice prealdent of corporate com-

If a package of bills becomes state
law, some Blue Cross Blue Shleld group
urance members be limited to
buying thelr pmcrlpumu only from
deslgnated drugstores it they want

relmbursement.

Area pharmaelsts, though, are dead
sct agalnst the legislation, fearing it
will put smaller druggists ont of busi-

ness.
Proponents say the blll is designed to
Infect into the

The legialation was born-in the state
De; ent of Manogement and Budg-
et's Offfce of Medical and Health Af-
fairs. Its backera say more price com-
petition is needed In Lho drugstore and
prescription Industries.

The provisions that would affect
pharmacies are actually tho smallest,
. yet most complex poruon of the legls-
! lative packege, sald Jean Carlson, dep-
uty commlssioner of the Department of
Commerce's Insurance bureat.

Industry and to lower medical and
health Insurance costs. But drugstore
representatives disagree.

“Our posltion Is ba;lc, very short and
slmple. We philosophlcally oppose that
type of legislation. We favor free cn-
terprise and a free market,” sald Perry
Drug Store's Berl Falbaum, an asslst-

Petitions,
Brooks -
on road

[y Joanno $2zaliszewski
ataff writer

Chances are pretty good today that
when a crimo Is commltied; the erimt-
n&l wlll walk away almost scot-free,

L. Brooks Patterson, Oakland
Ccun prosecutor.

“an losipg tho war. Abont 7-4. The
bad guys are phead,” Patterson told
;l:out gs lz‘!:“m l:nd women last Thurs-

y al 'armington-Farmington
Hllls Chamber of Commerce's monthly
meeting at the Botaford Inn.

“The Mi State Police last year
reported 603,000 felonles, Patierson
sald. Of those reported crimes, 82,000

arrests were made. But only 4,029 of

those arrested weat to prison.
“Chances are if you commit a crime,
z:]ud"ll get away with It” Patterson

In 1970, for example, murder was
committed every 33 minntes, raps eve-
ry 14 minutes and robbery every 91
seconds, be sald.

THE STATISTICS took a turn for the
worze by 1980, however, when murder
was . commiited every 23 minutes,
Patterson sald, Rape

occurred every |
ﬂxmlnnlunndmbbery every 5B sac~

onds.
“I1 you look at thosa charts, we obvi-

nu:ly need reforms, We're losing,” sald -

Patterson, firot elected as the conntrx
prvstwm in 1972,
Those neoded reforms, he sald, in-

cludedxmulnlheml::dz'u:;:m . both

iem, juvenlle criminal
prison and

The pertaloing to p
macles is deaigned to allow beallh in-
surera to contract with designated

to provide lower-cost pres-

criptions {o group customers such as

General Motors, Carlson sald,

A PERSON working for GM would
have to buy prescriptions from a drug-
atoro deslgnated by Blue Cms officials

d.rmtotu
(nmlllnmtholm“bldlotleon-
tract to sell precrlpllmlolb group

ipsurance costo

The lowest blddc.r would zet umcon-
tract. .

And that's jmi what mm area

" “Thls eventeally will pot
stores ot (of business)” mald Harry
Watacn, pharmaclst and owner of God-
mar Rexall

Drugs in

‘The {fear, according to local pharma-
cists, is that enly the large drugstore
chains — offering lower prices and
more shopplag locnllon: — would get
the contract.”

And the largo lnsnnnou companles
such as Blue Cross bave so many cus-
tomers in the Detrolt area, that the
smaller stores would loso business:

Watson sald that he wes told that

. smatl d res witl lose about 40 per-
cent of thelr business In two to threa
years if the bllls become law. |

“The ones who doa't get signed up
get lost in the cold,” Watson sald.
“They dou't leave the .freedom of
cholce for the patient” . s

Bat Watson says he novethelcss bas
“mixed fecllngs” about the legislative

pa

“Blue Cross has
... trol costs for n long ﬁme, mlld. add~
lnxhuihlnhml’la good §

- Even though ho belleves the legiala-
ticn could put smaller drug stores out
of bnum,w.mnummumm
secattitude..

BR!ANGORMAN an Efros Drug

Twen!y -Flvo Ccnta
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Familios at the iibrary sre bacoming & more 'commeon sight ln lha
.| *Fermington Dlatrict ayetem. As the librerya role chenges, every
mambor finds somothing of uzo In tho faclllty lemlon eround

ond {n ¢ series of stories about the
lbrary, ity future wx{nd how olher

Co. asslztant pbmr_m, is adomuntly - | systems are operal
opposed to the legialation, . |
‘hlme,whnmobmwnlddnh By Tom Beer . "
clue the small d " Gorman | otaff writer
Mnstdhhwtm!nxhuummlww Come Noveinber, subwrban Avon
over, ia the impact on customers. E
““The chalns don't care about custom-
er eatistaction,” sald Gorman. .

Iyr.ems.
Buot: with another m}or election
borixon,

looming on the Patterson's
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be o gt
lo tima for thd Aug. 7 peimp:

: rlllnz dardlion wero moved tﬂr.ly 1, |
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Hills,
Library officlals have paid they're
notxvmnznﬂmuxnwwytawhld:

they're entitled because

mads by dtyoﬂld&ll.wbomlynotd-
blems,

utono-

ways understand
For.tbo library to

mous, voters would hava to lypmve

both the plan for Independence acd the

millage needed (o run tho system. A -

brary-Indepeodence” plan” fafled la &

1978 electlon. - ..

Mlctllgun are preparing for Increazed use of thelr bulldings, Tho "
Zdyrok! mmllyl —_— Ju-!ln, 8, mcthm' Suo and Jason, § — anjoy thalr ~

!Irna

FANDY BORST/statt p\mm

HOW other ilbrary dlstrlcts

qu!nu:pled in. sire
ﬂnea 1976. "It allows you ¢o plac. The
llhraryl.ublehmltﬂmwlotmu"

mf governmen!

who controls- about 20 fnll

ployecs and bas lbudgetcﬂn?s,ooo
“An cutaide survey was conducted to

determine which recrastional mmr.u_._

©..people took the most advantaga. of,

I mry. :

“Wo have a court |.|.n¢1
that we're 'a separate legal: estity for ]
mwpmdmnecungm“mt

Kulberg
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