By Brad Emons
otafl writer

T WAS A Camelot-type of season
E Eml YPG

for } Majeskl and his Red-
{ford Thurston baseball team.
When the state tournament be-
gan, Majeskl's Eagles were nawhere to
be found In Lhe Observerland raokings,
They had a 10-9-1 record although they
bad galoed a share of the Northwest
Suburban Leagué (NSL) erown with
Garden City.

Redford Cathollc Central, Livonin
Chureblll, Garden City, Plymouth Can-
ton and Livonia Stevenson were all
ahead of Thurston.

But underdog Thurston saved the
best for last, winning seven consceutlve
tournament games and beatlng four
state-ranked teams In the process en
route to the Class B champlonship, the
flrst state crown in the school's 28-year
history,

Majeskl, a veteran of 19 seasons, [s
ta be saluted for the job he did this sea-
son — thus, he is the 1984 Observerland
Coach of the Year.

NOT TO be overlooked were the ef-
forts of Garden City coach Bob Dropp,
whose team posted a 198-7 record with
an inexperienced Lncup, or Churchill
coach Herb Osterland, whose team
claimed a share of the tough Western
Lakes Conference crown with North-
ville and beat Class A state champlon
Walled Lake Western twice.

This year's team Is talented and ver-

satlle. The team Is led by Redford St, |

Agatha pitcher Andy Robertson, who
unfortunately couldn't make our colar
photo session because he had to report
fo Batavla .of the New York-Pean
League.

Arca coaches gathered recently to
select the top players. Here are the re-
sults.

FIRST TEAM
PITCHERS .

Andy Robertson, Redford St, Agathn:
What a season for Robertson, who was
drafted in the sixth round by the Cleve-
land Indinps and signed a pro contract
immediately,

&l

‘This year’o Afl-Area bmball lum 1s loadod with 1onco-bunﬂnn tal-
oBr;:; From left l(o right are Tim_Kichallk (CC), John Nisssn (CC),

), Paul Krol (!

City), Mark

Michigan coach Bud Mldd.lilgh sald  hitters and three one-hliters.

the hacd-throwing righthander, clocked

a:naa mph, had “the best arm in the ~ingo and sported an ERA of 0.
8

te,”
This season, Robertson went a
decelving 114, but he had a palr of no-

He struck out 199 batters {n 104 lun-

He also batted ,360 and hit three .
bomers as tho Aggies posted a 20-10
record.

(Canton), Tim DeMarco {Th

DEAN 14t photographer

- hits and 24 RBL

IH "weas " un t:r:clleni
axi.kwutplmzwﬂ.hnxmdmaban‘

: CATCHER
llmuu. Redtord ’l‘kmw:

Last year Rousseau made xemn:l

tcher, ity

He was an’ AU-NSL lnd A!!-Regian

-{Class B) cholce this year, -

“Bob’s a great team phycr with an
cxcellent arm,” sald the Thurston’

coal .
INFIELDERS .

Mark Bennett, Plymosth Cantos:
The.sealor was a versatile pcdnrmc:
for the always-potent Chiefs,

Ho grabbed the first base slot with 2
-371 averago with 23 hits and 20 RBE.
He led the team in roay wored (25) nnd
bomeruns(§). -

When be wasa't phying lim, Bm-
nett pliched and complled a.7-6 :word

with four saves.. .
sald Bennelt wa.s .

Coach Fred

* “Canton’s cluteh player for '04."

“Mark’s a fine competitor and ﬂnma
er,” snid tha Cantan coach.

Panl Krol, Garden City: The uenlor
shortstop, headed for the University of -
Detrolt, 13 on the first team for the sees
ozd consecutive year.

As a senlor, Kml batted 407 wita 3’

Carectwite, Krol hit over .m aid
collected clsht homers In threo of
varzity bnlL Ho also played on thred -
district nn two lugue cbamplun:.hlp
teams,

“Pau) 14 a gnod contact hitter ==
good wrists — who stings the ban."
sn.ld GC coach Bbb ’Drvpp.' “He wns

(
Foust (Churchill), and Brian Portar {8tevanson).

Careerwhc, Robertdon waa 31.9 wllh

" fivo no-bitters. He was an All-Cathelle

plek three times,

Jotn Nissen, Catholie Ceatral: The
bnrd-throwing senfor righthander post-

o
Aflko’ Clndrl ), Bob

ednlo-tmcordwllhnllzmum

Nl_u:u struck out 102 batters in 73%
innings pliched this season. Ho gave up
only 35 walks.

The three-year vnrxlly performer

in' the success of
Gurdmcltybuchall!ormpm\hm's
Bob Fout, umummmmmng

was Foust's forte,
Tho senfor slmrtltop batted .370 lhl.'!
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By Jim Hughes
stall writor

I's called a clussic — the Qbserver
& Eccentric Girls High School Soccer
Classlc to be exact, But now, wllh' good

reason.
‘The 338 soccer fans who gathered zt

Iavur of the Ohncrvu‘ mm, but It was

ln last year's lungunl cveat, the
Observer team a1 viclo&
and the Ecr.enu'ic lqud wanted nol
Ing more than to mdoem 1tself. Tha
they did.

uerw
Dobbleho}leu:khi’ﬂday‘a:lhmnow R - 4

Down, 3-0, with about 13 minutes to
play in the game, the Eccentric scored
back-to-back goals from Troy’s Carol
Grenn and Birmingham Seaholm's
Katy Andreae, to turn a would-be roat
into a barn-burner.

“I think the girls may bave let up o
bit,” sald Stevensen coach Nereae
Djvens, who directed the Obscrver
squad. “There' was an lojury which
stopped play for abeut 3-4 minutes, and
we relaxed a blt. That sto p.‘lxu of play
can stop the momentum of a team.

QUICKLY, THE momentum abifted
in the Eecentric’s favor, The Observer

fead, bullt on goals from Stavenson’s -

ery Koy Hessey, Plymoulh-Canton's
,cu d Livonia Qumhll.l ]

usad coma ity fodtwork

[arsputon”

Jeantfer Flowess, diminished in a short

- Morcy standout

Grenn — who played most of the
gamo &g naeperpbnl way hifted to Annette Rugglero |
center-forwatd late in the game — had scored one goal and
z x g oftm!nppefnﬁ dded two Py to
Our Lady of Mercy. Grenn, cna penal- @871 MVP honors In the.
l’:“““" m"w‘ﬁ:‘g::.f‘“m“”_‘l’” upper Observer & Eccontric

Andreat made it l%no.gul game 8occer Classic.
whenlbahudﬁlnapaa!mmnb- N -

b
Anm.hmwu-mtnfm t mv
e forward, the attack was flerce,

Howover, Instinet from uer- “I've seen her play before, but to
cy’s Annetia ero took caro of the  have her on your tears, well, it was fan.
outcome. Rugglero, voted the gamo's ' tastic,” Dilworth sald, “She vm

Most Valuable Player, assisted on Flo- .

wers' second goal of the game, and
added an insurance
than a minute to play.

*She certainly deserved the MVP

" award,” Divens sald, “She's ah exed-

lmt ball-handler and a very hard phy-

. She has good 200cer
mdl out wherever she Pu".

RUGGIERO'S PLAY stolo a little of
the thunder from the Ecccairie’s val-
ant mmehlck. but it mldn'! totally
avershadow tha effort.

T mwmmnmm

played ooe position, I didn't notlm it
Sho was ol over the place.

- “I've pever seen an effort liko that,
She phyed octstanding is what ste

Anouwr tric standont waa
Membarm!anmms.whom
out of the net soversl Hmes to closo aff
Observer threats.” *-

- HUSSEY OPENED the gama's scor.
ing carly la the first.kalf when she
scored on &0 unaskisted Eer shot

it mwrt%rw tte
Tl s e b

To that polnt, the play ;
waa
mul-‘trouadby Obaervnrp o

of
Nicloy overshot tha goal - - *

A b . -
Eccontiio toern

tho battle, 8.2,

o w,mm.-

; goalie 8ua Lcrmln ot Tray Aﬂwnﬂ émwn & mourd
* from (iof 10:(ight) Jennitor. Huegil of
Marien and Janntier Flowors of | Chitrchitl, The 0

ChurchiR, Angel Sepalal of” I
bwmwtv-::m wendy




