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‘Capitéi idea

¢

Bingham Farms-based archltect Sigmund Blum
may be best known on home turf for his design of
the K mart World Headquarters in Troy, the First
Federal Bullding in Detrolt or the United Terminal
at Mctropolltan,

But, across bo state, be's the architect behind
the changing face of the Caplto} complex in Lans-
log.

Hls grand design, concelved 20 some years ago,

Which would have made the complex a reglona)

: showplace, never made It. But, a modified plan Is
+  now taking shape.

‘The original called for a broad plaza, retaining
the old Capltol at one end and new, contemporary-
styled buildings for the cxecutive, legislative and
fudlclal branches at the other..

But, all isa't lost. Blum's two-section Ottawn
Street Office Bulldings, thin structures sitling on a
podium with a sunken courtyard containing a statn-
less steel fountaln, were completed last winter,

They eame in $1 miltion under the estlmated $44
mlillon, something of a phenomenon b this time of
continually rising costs,

To Indulge In a blt of bindsight, had Blum's eatire
plan been carried out n the 19603, it would have
cost $40 mlltlon, now it would be at feast five times
that figure,

HIS NEW obelisk shaped Capitol Building, the
basic design for which was approved In the 70s, Is
still on the drawing board.

Seated at his desk In the Blngham Farms office
bullding, Blum said there never was any thought of
demollshing the old Capitol which he said should be
restored and maintaived to “give a historical view-
point® and housc certaln departments.

. “The whole concept is to zee the old Capltol at
one end and the new one at the other,” he sald.

The Ottawa Strect buildiogs are of Nmestone

panels and thermal gray insulating glass, The pan-
¢ls match the exteriors of the Law and Mason

u bulldings and blend with the Capitol, -
The bew. buildings have four foors of offies’

} Bpace above the plaza level and two below for corn-
ﬂuter space, confereace center, cafeteria and park-

8.
Blum also deslgned the 25-foot tall stalnless steel
fountatn, *Ottawa Falls,” [n the sunken court.

Blum completed his archilectus! studles at Unl-
versity of Nilnols nnd bas been a visiting professor
at Unlversity of Detrolt, Unlversity of lingts, Uni-
versity of Michigan and Lawrence Institute of . : .
Technology. ‘ - s ) -

He has also been ective Lo focal and natlons] ac- The stalnfess steol *Ottawa Falls* foun-
Hvitles for the American Institute of Architects and tain, 25-foot tall, was designed by Sig.
bas recelved more than 50 International, national mund Blum, The fountain with a stainless
and local deslgn awards, atoel diah, 14 foat across and four feat

Architect develops l‘ong-ran
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Art to enjoy withou

By 8arsh E. McNall
spocial writer

ment of well known art works. Contem-
porary fine art posters enable one to
bavo. major recent art work In the
home. An art poster from the '$0s can
add myatique and a’blllboard postar
can act as grand scale art, making a
dramatic statement on what uscd to be
a bare wal

In this' arca posters, prints ang
reproductions are available at Grafis-
kas In Birmingham, Print Gallery In
Southfield and many other galletes
and shops. .

A desire for original art often fades
quickly when prices are considered,

Thero aro sotutions to this problem.
Reproductlons can provide daily enjoy-

People may want fine art in thelr
homes, but feel they can't atford it.

Posters, prints, and reproductions
should be considercd more than merely
decorative chofces. X

As Diane Shipley Takestan, owner of
tke Print Gallery, sald, *
posters aro works of art [n thelr opn
right, created for a specific event.”

terest. They became more of a
expression than Just a decora-
tiva cholee, . )

t show a fewr years back at the De-
.ﬁt Institute of Axt, only 3,000 exhibl-
tioa were made of ihe show,
The for theso posters stil] ex-
stz a t Exhibition poster
Incroasequitoabitinvalve.
A similar thing Bappenod with the
! Flrst Montreux Jam Festival poster
g for Detrolt. Posters ;;ty In cost. An
Dramatlo etikscoeon titled {clgiaal poster, ey photomechas. .
- Martlll, Blsmingham. The gatisry, specisiizing .m%m. e M" .
. 3evaral yoars £go in the basemen Do e
'has slnce found wide | Some posters aro silkscroen and ay-
and relatlysly Inaxponaltvo art. erage around $33 bocanse the artist ls
Ty \ ¥ N v

deop, rests In a sunken cauntyard by the
Oltawa Stroot bulidings st the wostorn
end of the complox.
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The Ottawa Stroot bulldings are the nawost addltion o tho gov.

o and
have boen limited to o
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west and south are deslgned for nh‘dlng and anergy efficiency.

the i

more involved In the process and the
posters ars usually hond pulled. )

Reproductions aro a touchy lyue.
Tha origloal is of course always the
most coveted, Reproductions alle,

rove that you.can't afford otiginals,

ul'h 1s a rather myople view to feel
that originals are the only appropriate
art worthy of purchase.

The educational valve of reproduc-
tlons Is Indisputable. Our study of the
history of art ls clearly enriched by
slides and images reproduced In books,

Without reproductions or extemlve
travel to major eities our vision of art
would bo severely Mmited, Through
reprodoctions skills to recognirs peri-
ods, styles and specific artisis are de-
veloped.

Tbe Print Gallery i3 able to provide
just about any reproduction made.
Posters and prints are cataloged ac-
cording to subject or phy,
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