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Orchard Lako S Mory'e hurlar Miko Ignasiak wos ono of tho many
high ochool bacoball proapects cought by both Eastarn Michigan
and the Unlvoroity of Michigen. As has boon tho rocent trond, U-M

?

Where have tha glory days of the
Eastern Michigan Unlversity baseball
Program gono?

-+ Who can remember the days when
the Hurons were a rising comet on the,
major college baseball scene — com-
peting on & lovel with Arirona State,
‘Texas and the other college baseball
powers? It wasn't that Jong ago.

Wasn't 1t just 1078 that the Hurons
placed fifth in tha College World Se-
rles? The very pext year, 1078, head
coach Ron Oestrike tock his major-
leagne-callber team back to the world
m&umdcamebackmndbﬂtlnlhu
nation.

- AR 1878, what & glorious season.
Oestrike was named Coach of the Year
by The Sporting News. The nucleus of
that team went oo to professional ca-

and
Tigers), Gulllver (Tigers,.Orioles and
now Cardinale), Schmldtz (Yankees),
Keller (Braves). An arm Injury kept
Eighmey, the No. § starting pltcher be-
hind Welch and Owchinko in *76, from a
major leagus contract,

In those days, every blue-chip high
school baseball player in Michigan
wanted {3 play ball at Eastern. A base-
ball scholarship to Rastern Michigan

thall scholarship In the
carly 19703,

Thoso effulgent days have disap-
peared for the Hurons, Eastern has pot
been back 13 the Collega World Seriey
since 1976, . -

-Dan't get the wrong Idea. Ron Oes-
trike's program hasn't exactly fallen
off the face of the earth. The Hoyons
bave remalned a power in the Ald-
American Conference. They have won
the MAC title twice i the lnat six
years, and bave always finlshed in the
upper divislon of the 10-team league.

But tho Hurens are no longer consid-
cred a natfonal bascball power. Aiter
the 1978 season, Enstern' fell below

University in 1976 was as precious as &8 - been.
UCLA

800, 27-36-1 In 1977, Thoy regrouped
and had a solld season in 1979 but fell
in tho reglonal tonrnament. In 1930
they agaln plunged below .500, 20-34.
Last year, after three medlocre sea-
sons, tho Huroas flnlshed 27-35.

80, WHAT In the world has hep-
pened to the EMU baseball program?

There are several theories,

Collego baseball has enjoyed a re-
cent surge of- popularity across the
country, Natlonal publications like
ang Sporting News,
as well a8 authors Roger Angell and
Tom Boswell have contributed greatly

RV
trike Is allowed a grund total of elght
echolarshipa per year. He can-atiract
players from two states —
and Ohlo, In those states, ho must com-
pete with every major college n the
mtry for the top prospects. It's pot

easy, .
“We are kind of boping {t's & cycle
thing,* sald Oestrike. “It's an up aod
dowm situation. Rizkt now, we're down.
Bat, we'll be back,” .
The other theory as to why the EMU
program has lost Its natfonal promi-
mjch‘; l%glnwimk,th:nhoolupm
road — the Unlversity of Michigen.
After the 1979 season, U-M hired an

to the growing of collega
baschall, Cable television, with its
broadcasts of the world series, has
spread the ence-lgnored sport coast to
coast,

.What popularity has dens to the
sport 1s make colleges more hungry for
success, Recrulting of high echool ball
players has become Intense. B

“What you are scelng now Is mora
and more schools coming In frem out of
state,” sald Dick Celpaert from the Ma-

League Scouting Bureau, *The com-
petition for high school, baseball play-
era in this state Is greater thao its ever

‘The pro scouts are beglnning to sign
the'college pinyers more than tha high mmjh:ﬁdrmmudltm-kal.
school players —. another factor at-  very dlfficalt to recrult agalnst them
tracting young players to college. * Qestrike said. “That's not a cop out. 5t's
“This year, there wero flvo players  justa fact” Lo .
drafled out of this stale. Only one - Whero Eastern Is allowed elght foll-

zigned,” Colpzert sald. “We're algning
less and lesy high achool kids every
year. You tako the fringe player, not
even the best prospect. Where we conld
get this kid for maybe $10,000, $15,000
befere, wo now have to come up with
$40,000 to $60,000. It's because this kid
bLas three or four college acholarship
offers waiting for him I be doesn't go
70

BACK TO the Huroas , . . Ron Oes-

awnbitious young coach away from the
[ 'y of Miami, Otlo, In the five
scasons zincs, the young ambitious:
coach ban led the Wolverinea to four
world - series berths and ' 314-77-1

Bud Mlddaugh has brought national
P to the Unlversity of Michi-
gun baseball program. Middangh has
succesded where Oestrike had succeed-
ed before him. . M

In Lhe EMU glory days, Oestrike
able to recrult the Welch's and
Qwchinko's throughoat tha state, Late-
1y, Middaugh has been able to get them.
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OwchgkA;{IE you gone Bob ago. Kamleniecki was the Wolverine'a
Where have you gono "G ladl yoar. - ; -
.- Bob Welch? How "bout you -year, Middaugh wn:‘ out, over
John Martin? Or what about Glenn Oestrike for. the services of Orchard
Guillver, Dan Schmldtx, Jerry Keller WWM&M%' mmmm
5 it Middaugh also got Divine Child's Jim

03 Lo cycles. It's bot like Eastern bas
& less hard ke

And

ball program over there.
outstanding program.”
from U-M. Don Besling, a !
base

Roxmaon,

1and John Glenn slugger Don Wolfe,

“We zren’t disappalnted in our re-
crults this year,” Oestrika sald. “But,
nona were drafted and thet always
‘worrles you." . .
‘ Ozstrike knows he has mixsed oat on
the cream of this year's relstively thin
crop. . .

“I'l never ay that we've got secand- -
coming in
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bere, But, wo've

type of kid Ba (Mid- -
Oestrie. o

or, anything that,
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p a wealthy fantasy

RUM ROLL PLEASE"

From the creators of the
Detroit Tigers Sports Fanta-
sy Camp comes , , , Piston

Fantasy Camp!! !

That’s right, folks, For onc low (7)
price, an ellte group of basketball nuts
can enjoy a week wiih some Piston
greata of yesteryear,

Gevtge Blaha's plny-by-play is men-
tally audible, deseriblng an Imaginary
battle: *; Roundball working on
Blng, sldellne right. Ball goes Into Lan-
ler, back out to Roundball; drives the
bascline, %I;l; up an 18-footer — HE

T UPH®

What a {hrill, sweeplng to the hoop
past John Mengelt or matching jump-
crs with George Trapp. There Isn't a

r hoop cam

/5. C.d. Risak

aslde for the klds’ college educatlon.

Or blow It by retreating Into your
youth to play baseball agalnst the 1988
world champion Tigers. -

It seems guilt shogld intrude some-
where. But for 78 locky een last spring
and & long list of not-so-lucky ones who
were left out of the fun, there was po
beiter way to spend that much loot.

around questionalres asking those In at-
tendance what otber flight Into aport
fantasy they would enjoy. “Most sald
baskethall * Lewls zald,

It dldn't take long to live up Bing,
Lanler, Mengelt, Trapp, Chris Ford,
Ray Scott, Curtls Rowe, Don

BEYOND AIMING thelr camp at~ ° Itsall in fon. Expensive fun, but fon tons or-any of the other's 7
‘what many men dream about —' - ‘popetheless. - B ports Fan.
Ing in tho big Iugm—law{:»l:gd‘ b campy, call Lewis at his

Price have catered it to the upper oche-
1on of soclety, which adds an alr of ox-
iuix_lvlly to it. It makes the fantasy spo-

Not all thoss who attend do so Just to
sce now they’d fare against tho pros.
“It's a thrill for a guy llke ma fust to
put It on” sald Lewis. *Half of tho .

the friendahipe that come out of ft.”
And vet Its uniqueness makes it per-

fect for medla hype. I mean, how much

attentlon would a trlp by some well-to-

Part of Lewis' plan is to siagoe the .

hardwood {anatic mgﬁkuv u;tv would s “We :_md u‘;lm cut 1.: off njvo,' sald  fantasy at the umgmﬂherulg team &“?‘.Q'mﬁ‘%‘“ '""'"“‘““ﬁ
pass up aa opportunl| e ports Fantasles esman Jim Bern-  holds . 3
 PECEDt th0se Who ar0 melod out by steln of the basebal camp 3t & pres be at the Unlverahy of Wintoor, o £achran 8 series of stories on the Tiger
cprice. Conference Thursday at the West that's where the fantasy camp wilibe.-  f

SPORTS PANTASIES INC. ls the Bloomfield Jewlsh Community Center, n-.m.mpw"&mm_. e :Md,t Fublicity Invished on whut @
creation of former Detrolt Tiger Jim “Bellevo me, they wonld have pald dor Bridge im't as glamorous as @ ‘bblwmmmmo%. people choose
Price and Jerry Lowls. Not the comed!- ;o . flight south to Lakeland, where, the == o 0% (DGT moDCy

ot this Jorry Lowls means butloess, . Next year‘they will. The camp was - Tiger campers lived their fantasy. But It this sounds a bit ridiculous, please
1t takes guperb to de- tho price bas fumped. the Pistons baye tover won & Cham-  taks pote: There's mare Lo come, In De-_
vise a woeklong baseball camp for  WHAT LEWIS and Price have dooe . .

adalts and sell it for 2,295, is take the of tel

Dwell on that a few’ and make i lvable,

moments. Drink it {n: enjoy It the way  Reoseacas itooicg coos 3 sisp fuither,
!Wlim'ﬂbﬂﬂﬁ&"h&ﬂa;g ?un.mmhn ‘thn bat

. Al | low are mare compelling spocts.
could do. if  presenied with © Bagkethall fa-tbe newest (o the se.
$2.295. Invest It, bay & new car, st it rien. ‘At the Tiger camp, Lewls pasesd’ '
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