oral quarrel

This week’s Oral Quarrel ques-
tion asked Farmiogton and Farrm-
ington Hills residents: Should the
Democrats nominate a woman for
vice president? If the answer'is
Yyes, who shonld that woman be?

Following are the responses:

°

I think she should be Geraldine
Fararro.

This is the most stupid questlon I
have ever heard. Democrats should
choose the best candidate for vice
president regardless i she is a
woman or not. Whether this candl-
date is a female or male should be
beslde the polnt.

)

- Hell no. I don't think anybody
should be nominated for vice presi-
dent, especially a womap, until af-
ter they be drafted or do manual
labor the same as a man's job Is
today. Now no way do I think a
woman is quallfied for vice presi-
dent, I don’t care who it Is,
L]

Yes, the Democrats should
choose a woman. She should be a
Latin, Afro, American Indlan lesbi-
an with Oriental, Scotch, Irish,
English and Middie European
roots. Politleally she should stand
for everything. Sorry, I can't give
Yyou a name.

°

Docs 1t really matter? We all
know that it would merely repre-
sent tokenism, insulting as that is,

t

in response to the strldci:'fy of the
NOW - group, which indidentally
does not beginto represent the ma-
Jority of American women or our
priofity. When a choice is made
predlcated on conslderation of
what might be good for the party
rather than what would be best for
the country, pardon my cynicism,

Women politicos needed at state level

FOR BETTER or woree, the Na-
tional Organization for Women
(NOW) has set its sights on a female
vice presidentinl candldate, It's no
longer a proposal. It is a demand on
Democratle nominee Walter Mon-
dale.

It doesn't matter whether the VP
candidate has good credentials or s
honest. Just a3 fong asit's a she,

NOW's thinking s on a par with
Archle Bunker's, who In an argu-
men{ with son-in-law Mike once
explained his notion of ticket
balaneing: “Sce, you get a Jew as
treasurer, and then you get an Ir-
ishman as audltor to keep him hon-
est.”

‘Top contenders, according to the
national medla, are a three-term
congresswoman from New York
and a mayor of a medium-sized
Callfornia clty, One wonders if they
would be contenders if they were
males — especlally considering
that the other party’s probable vice
presidential nomince has been In
military coinbat, president of. a
company, a congressman, envoy to
China, head of the CIA, natlonal
party chairman and a presidential

contender in his own right.
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“A WOMAN vice president
wouldn't be such an issue today,”
writes my colleague, Sandra Arm-
bruster, “had more women been
elected to serve at local levels of
government.” She's right, of
course.

Indeed, one could go a step fur-
ther and argue that there Is a se-
1ivuy weed fur greater female lnput
in state government.

The Michigan Legislature has
two females In the upper house
which has 38 members, and 14 fe-
males in the lower house of 110
members. Nationally, of 1,986 state
scnators, thereare only 177 women;
of 5,452 house members, only 816
women. That’s in the 15-percent
ballpark.

Look at what a legislature does:

Half the budget is soclal ser-
vices, To America's credit, the per-
centage of clderly who are below
the poverty level Is declining, but
the percentage of single parents
{mainly mothers) below that level
is rising. Poverty iz becoming an
Issue of greater and greater con-
cern to women.

Another quarter of the budget Is
edueation. Half or more of the kids
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in.school are female, the majority
of leachiers arc femalg, the wmajuri-
ty of community college students
are female, growing numbers of
community college faculty are
female.

LOOK AT SOME specific issues '

4 logislature deals with.

Credlt laws. Banking laws. DI-
vorce laws. Probate laws, Chlld
custody laws, Surrogate mother
laws. )

Regulation of the medleal, legal
and other professions that women
have to deal with as customers, not
to mentton the growing numbers of
partlcipants, R

Real estate laws, (Check the reat
estate agency ads In our paper and
notice how many of their featured
salespeople are women.)

Publlc transportation. (Two-
thirds of transit riders are women.
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When I e par-
tlcularly In Oakland County, start
blowing smoke about mass transit,
note the harder line taken by male
candidates compared to female
caridldates. There's a genuine dit-
ference between the sexes on this
issue, and do you know what? The
females are right.}

Worker safety laws for intra.
state industries, which tend to be
smaller and have greater concen-
trations of female employees.

family journal.

* More than a female vice presi-
dent, America needs at least a dou-
bling or tripling of female state
leglslators,

Footnote: Some buslness types in
Michigan have been pushing a con-
stitutional amendment for a part-
time leglalature (FTL). They figure

.it would 'hold down spending and

attract a more public-service ori-
c}:ted and less carcer-oriented kind
of polltict -

Health insurance Sex-
ual harassment laws.

ONE OCCUPANT of the vice
presidency described it a3 “not
worth a bucket of warm spit." Ac-
tually, a reporter changed the final
word 50 it covld be printed in a

- Certainly, the kinds of occupa-’
tions represented in the Michigan-
Leglstature woutd change if the job’
became part-time, Query: Would'a™
part-time legislature attract more

female candidates? It's worth
thinking about.

Volunteer help needed

The help of professionals is
needed by Farmington Youth As-
slstance (FYA). The service organi-
zation s sponsored by the cities of
Farmington and Farmington Hills,
Oakland County Juvenile Court and
Farmington Schoot District.

BACK PAIN—NECK PAIN—HEADACHE
SHOULDER and ARM PAIN—HIP and
LEG PAIN--SLIPPED DISC—MUSCLE
SPASMS—STRAINS—SPRAINS—WHIP-
LASH INJURIES— .

We lake a special interest in these problem
cases. Don’t tontinue to suffer when our
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Refreshments will be served

Merrill Lynch cordially irvites

you to a free semtinar on

“Capital Realty :
Investors-IV i
!

Limited Partership”

: Thursday, July 12th

Time: 7:30 pom.
Place: Merriil Lynch

26250 Northweatern Hwy.
Southfleld, Mich. 480 75
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Its aim is to reduce juvenile de-
Hquency and enhance famiy life.

Interested lawyers, teachers,
CPAs and those with leadership
qualities are asked to contact the
FYA office at §76-3840.
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