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We've had quite a few politi-

cal visitors stopping by the office,

during the past two weeks. It's
understandable since the primary
election is now less that two
weeks away.

Robert Huber. running
against Lenore Romney for the
GOP nomination for Senate
dropped in for an interview. He
attacked “revolutionaries” who
are trving to destrov our system
and said taxes are too high.

Then Tim Murphy. Garden
City Mavor who is trying to
knock - off Jim Tierney. Demo-
cratic state representative, came
along. He 'said that Tierney had
voted wrong on unemployment
compensation bills and that taxes
were 100 high.

Then came Bill Faust, the
Democratic state senator from
Westland who is trying to with-
stand a primary fight with cur-
rent state representative Vincent
Petitpren. He explained how he
had been involved in getting ex-
tra state money to support the
school systems in this area and
said taxes were too high.

Last was Carl Pursell. of
Plymouth. who is trying his
darndest to bump off GOP state

Thompson

Candidates All Agree:
Taxes Are Too High

senator George Kubhn. He said
Kuhn had {voted for bills which
hurt his constituents in Oakland
County and that taxes were too
high.

. .

WHETHER WE agree with
all these candxdates or not, we
can support their shared view
that taxes are too high.

One ‘of| the reasons they are
high is that our needs for govern-
ment serw es are great and get-
ting greatef. |

For examplg, just last week
the Supreme Court ruled that
school systems could not sell text
books andiyother instructional
materials {to: schoel children.
These are part of the system of
free public| 'education, the court
ruled, and| therefore should be
provided free of cost

Best guess !is that this will
cost the stﬁle arbund $20 million.

Someone has to pay, and it'll
be you and

«
ANOTHER -REASON taxes
are so high is that they are un-
fairly distributed.
This is because the basic tax-
ing legislation — the property tax
— assumes that each piece of
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property to be taxed will be as-
sessed at the same rate: One half
of fair market value.

But this simply isn't so.

Despite the state constitu-
tional requirement that property
shall be assessed at 50% of fair
market value, Plymouth Town-
ship's assessments are only
24.43% of market value, according
to the Wayne County Bureau of
‘Taxation. .

Livonia's valuation is only
29.50%. Canton| Township's is
22.41%.

And so on.

The assessments assigned to
land simply aren't valuing the
land correctly. ~

L

THIS IS particularly the case

With dozens of political cam-
paigns underway for city. coun-
cil. state and congressional races.
voters are bombarded with politi-

Mayor Has Valid Complaint -

Livonia Mavor
McNamara is more than a bit
miffed by the announcement that
Michigan ‘Racing Commissioner
Leo Shirley is thinking seriously
about increasing the racing dates
for both runners and stan-
dardbreds.

The proposal is to give the

Detroit Race Course an additional

25 days next year and to boost
the allotment to Wolverine Har-
ness Raceway. which operates at
the DRC. at the same time.

There isn't any question that
the commissioner’s plans will
meet with the approval of the
race tracks. the norsemen and
those who like to follow the bang-
tails and switchtails for the bet-

terment of the breed

But Mayor McNamara isn't

" one bit happy: with the additional

days and nights of racing. It isn’t
that he’s aghinst more racing.
Far from it| but he is bitterly
opposed to additional dates with
no more cash from the state to
finance the cus!s of police protec-
tion, traffic cuntrol replacement
of the roads when they wear
down and other items in the same
category.

MC NAMARA went on re-

Edward

cord during his recent successful
car@atgn for the mayor's post as
bei opp <ed (o more racing
dates \inless the state boosted the
allotmsnt t9 the City of Livonia.

Some 20 vears ago. the State
Legislature) voted to allow all
municipalities. in which a track
was lopated. a total of 20 percent
of the Statels share of the parimu-
tuel handlp up: to a total of
SSOO.QOO.

. Back fin 1950 that $500,000
was ‘a regular gold mine for the
new city, representing something

like 97 perdent of the budget.

In the|allotment to the mu-
mmpalmes, the Legislature also
decreed that thé city should use
the funds [for police protection,
traffic control and upkeep of the
roads in the vicinity of the track.

Th s, dities Ilke Livonia and
Hazel Park were in the position
that the monies were used for hir-
ing of spetial police and other
personnel dsed in keeping things
in order and the !Pa]ance went into’
the general| fund\

That was [lne and dandy for
a few vears. Then the interest in
the thoroughbreds and the pacers
and trotters began to grow and
with the growth came larger
crowds and additional problems
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Sening the communities of:
Livonia, Plymouth, Plymouth Township. Canton Township, Farmington
Farmington Township. Redford Township. Garden City, Westland,
Southfield. Lathrup Village, Franklin. Bingham Farms.
Viilage of Beverly Hills

for the cities in maintaining the
proper policing staffs

During that same period the
nation was hit by inflation and
spiraling costs and the $500,000
that represented 97 percent of the
Livonia .budget shrank to the
point’ where it was less than 7
percent a year ago. Seems like it
actually was less than that, for
policing costs spiraled to the point
where the general fund was re-
ceiving little from the once bon-
anza.

e s

ONE WOULD have to say
that the Livonia city government
was a bit lax during the past sev-
eral years in riot pressing the
Legislature to boost the allot-
ment. -

Most certainly during the 20
years the sum of $500,000 has
depreciated in value to the point
that the City of Livonia would
need something like a million to
do the same things today that it
did then.

A year ago Livonia, through
the efforts of its representatives
in the Legislature, succeeded in
having the allotment boosted to
$600,000. But Mayor McNamara
feels that’s like tossing a small
bone to a big hungry dog.

“*There isn't any question
that the municipalities in which
the race tracks are located
should receive a much larger al-
lotment,” he says, ““The mutuel
handle in the past 20 years has
climbed from a daily average of
$500.000 for the running races to
almost a-million.

*'On that basis alone, we should
be receiving twnce as much as we
did 20 years ago The crowds are
larger, there are many more cars
to take care of, the traffic situa-
tion is about four times as great
as in 1950 and yet we are still
réceiving only §500,000. X

“Livonia isn't alone is this
problem,; the city of Hazel Park
is facing the same troubles. It is
our feeling that the Legislature
should boost our allotment.”

“Now the racing commis-
sioner reportedly plans .to in-
crease the number of days to
both the runners and trotters. All
that will do is boost'our costs.

“I'm hot afainst more days
but I am against lengthening the
season without consideration for
the city | in which the track is
located. We’ rergomg to fight this
every way we can and hope the:
Legislature sees things our way.”
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Lian cummumu'es. u}lere
lanid can be farms in
and the site of a big ahopp\ hg cen-
ter de»elupmem in the neit

" People living in ne\ml 1, devel-
oped subdivisions are cuft lain-
ing that their land is;b ‘ng as-
sessed at niarhet xdlu(‘.
the farmci ..extidoor
just as valuable but S
sessed for much.jess.

n

They are right. i

If we're going pg|have any
farr tax relief. and ifitee’ r‘e going
to keep the out- -datzd’ pmperty
tax, we've got lmv(‘ a "1r and
uniforti s3steu of' as;essing
sproperty. '

Why don't _vg‘)u a;
cians about that pne?

1he_ ‘politi-

i

cal literature. ang!
promises of all t\ pes

But many of the
public statements tei
number of similaritjes.

any given day.
The editors get ha
out of the phrases

" inundated
here is a
finitions
terms”
I

of the most:
and phrases

GRASS
It squnds g

AMPAIGN:
to the
but .¥hat it
s that the'; {candi-
;t‘ buffed forforgani-
T andrjs farced to

el

LSr This
popuf roas civil

rights durinﬁﬂ*e 195(s ang 1960s.

But, as civ ﬁ

have resuiti Jin co}nprQhensne

legislation 5% on the b

' T. Iy“lACE
The air of' thelUpper Penin-
sula is brabmg‘ Th meatof the

You can stand neck-dber
water of Lake Micljigan t re and
r% i}u pan't do
h.

see your toes, whi
in the same lake furl. 1 spyt
. And you wondér m this,
will be spoiled. Will. thejnatur:
paradise be desecrited bq[nre we
can seriously reg: control of
our environment? .k 1 1 1
Is the ecoio; \moVQment
that began in: L97! pot r fad
that will die, likg ;‘h 4ms of
the United Nations, al‘ud rfslal in-
tegration?
Y
i

.
I DON'T thin
movement will ¢d
here to stay. And I
oft'the most impor
mankind's dappled h‘ 5
Just ‘a few
ago, man thought

made-from-se
God, a rational
hi: thoughts,l

leflating

ideas were hatched. !
In the 16th ceni-,lry, :a Polish
il

Bty

ights movements

THE FELLA ONTHE LEFT HAS THE R

It was politically unsafe a
few years ago to support a state
income ‘tax to help finance local
school districts. But the income
tax has been law for nearly three
years..To, say that he is “for tax
reform”, a candidate] is acknowl-
edging that he is several years
behind the times.

CAMPAIGN HEADQUAR-

TERS: If the candidate has anyp

money,. he rents a vacant gas
station or ‘condertined huilding for
the campaign. If the candidate
doesn’t have any money, he runs
the campdign out of his basement
or spare bedroom.

SUPPORT FROM SENIOR
CITIZENS: This means that the
candidate’s parents have agreed
to vote for him.

TEENS. FOR CANDIDATE
SMITH: CLUB: This is the candi- -

date’s itwo teenage youngsters: ' .

and some of their classmates who
did not go.out of town on vacation
and dldnt have anything else to
do. . i

1 STAND ON MY RECORD
OF EXPERIENCE AND AC-
COMPLISHMENTS: The candi-
date hete has nathing new to pro-
pose if he is re-elected to another
two or four-year term. His ‘‘re-
cord” is geared mainly to the
fact that he didn't get arrested
for taking bribes. attacking a
meter maid. or stealing from pub-
lic funds.
I'M NOT A TOOL OF ANY

professor of cdnon law whoseLa-
tinized name was Copernicus. and
whose . ayocation was astrono-
my, decided that the earth was
not, indeed, the center of the uni-
verse but was only one of several
planets revolving around the sun.
Man was no longer at the center
of the universe.

A century ago, an English
hlologlst named Charles Darwin,
studying the fauna of some Pa-
cific isles, decided that man, too,
was a product of evolution and
had descended from some extinct
species. Man was no longer the
unique creation of God, at least in
a physical sense.

At the end of the tast centu-
ry. a Viennese neurosurgeon
named ngmund Freud learned,
and then -taught others, that
man’s ‘mind, like the proverbial
iceberg, 'was only partly above
the surface; that much mental
activity ;was unconscious; and
that much of man’s behavior was
influenced by the-unconscious
part of the mind. Man’s ratlonal-
ity was challenged.

And now the ecologists come
along.

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS:
This is usually uttered by a can-
didate who tried to get campaign
funds and formal endorsements
from those special interest groups
{namely, organized labor and the
party structure) and was flatly
rejected.

I INTEND TO REPRESENT
EVERYONE IN MY DISTRICT:
How a single person can find out
how 100,000 persons feel about a
variety of important issues has
not yet been determined but the
candidate promises to do so any-
way.

THE CAMPAIGN IS START-
ING TO PEAK: The candidate
finally got out his first newsletter
mailing — six weeks late.

I INTEND TO MAKE MY-
SELF AVAILABLE, DAY OR
NIGHT, TO ANSWER CITIZENS'
COMPLAINTS: If this candidate
wins, he immediately changes his
telephone number and gets an un-
listed phone. “If they can’t reach
‘me, theh it’s not my fault,” the
candidate later says.

“THE' PRESS IS BIASED.”

. This is always uttered when a

local newspaper points out a con-
flict of statements of facts made
earlier by the candidate.

“THE PRESS IS FAIR.”

- This means that the local paper

printed the candidate’s press re-
leases without changes.

THERE'S NO one leading
authority like Copernicus or
Darwin or Freud in the ecology
movement, because things don't
work that way any more, but the
effect on man's ego has been just
as devastating.

Man no longer owns the
world. He no longer can manipu-
late nature to suit himself. The
notion that man can “‘conquer a
continent" is seen as absurd.

Man is no longer above na-
ture. He is part of it. The ecology
movement is teaching us that
man is just another biological
organism in the whole system,
albeit a more destructive one.
Man can no longer blast out sea-
ways, toss around DDT, dump
salt, breed uncontrollably, drive
gas-guzzling steel dinosaurs and
not expect to pay the consequ-
ences.

It's a startling idea—startling
and humbling.

The idea that we are destroy-
ing our environment is too pro-
found to be dismissed as another
political fad. The ecology move-
ment is here to stay.



