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Memphis on the Mississippl River is a stopping
place on the way to the World's Falr In New Or-
leans. City fathers are’ reviving Beale Street —
‘the birthplace of the blues’ — with new restau-
rants, shops, clubs, theaters and music.
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Llsten and you wiil hear music from
Beale Street, although it'a not necessar-
{ly the blues. Memphls bas been trying
‘ to renovate the birthplace of the blues,
the strect that changed the dlrection of
Amerlcan musle, for 15 years. Last fall
it opened two blocks of a three-block
renovation project on Beale Street;
next year it wlll open the third block,
At the moment, the setting sun alde-
lights the restaurants and cafes, the
break dancers twirling to thelr own
musle, the guitar player in W.C. Handy
Park, and all those Jocals and tourists
pouring down the rebuflt brick street
looking for muste,
What they hear may be blues, swing,
country, rock, pop. It's all musie to the
cars of clty fathers who have worked

was ole Miss that mado a mud Island  demlc of the 1870s, That epldemic
out of a gunhoat stuck off the killed 5,000 wiplog out it shops and music clubs past the Old Dal-
shore during the Clyll War, charter 8 a city. sy and New Dalsy thealers to the light-
Take a monorall to Mud Istand now Moy’s ancestors would be amared to  od benches of W.C, Handy Park.
and you can wade down a scalo model  know that Memphis’ moat popular tour- The street la closed off to cars so
of the Misslssippl, or cheek out tho his- there are always a lot of people, young
tory of the soclety and its muslic In the and old, strolling and strumming dowm
Mud Istand museum. : the brick road. Elkington and Keltner,
You'll see another aspect of the developers who {(nally succeeded in
Memphis history in brick, stone and {inishing this project, did so for two lm-
polished wood If you tour tho clty’s re- portant reasons.
stored Victorian district. If you prefer They did not try to restore it to the
the flesh and blood verslon talk to May old days, so they could renovate old
Landstreet, a volunteer whose smiling bulldings and add new ones. They gave
presence can often be found Ia the Fon- the sireet musical rather a abop-
talne House, ping theme, 50 music comes out of eve-
May’s father was a carriage bullder ry doorway and arcade as-the night

polished look, from the restaurants,

] MEMPHIS, Tean. ~ O!d Man Rlver =
is rolllng along on ita way d -

# fo the Worlds Fair site at New Or . 1-Of-a-kind
leans. As |t curves past Chickasaw . ‘
Bluff in Memphis it washes the new i tr_aveler

l Mud Island complex, detours under the it lris

| menorall that conncets Mud Ialand to h Jones
downtown, makes a scenle backdrop v ibut

‘ for a paddiewheel tour boat and washes conltributing

[ the foot of Beale Street. travel editor

muslcian called W.C. Handy gave birth
to the blues early in the 20th century.
The new renovated Beale Street'ls a
few blocks from the river, within a few
minutes walk of any of the downtown
buslneas and shopping streets. ‘From
the top of the hlstoric Peabody Hotel
two blocks away on Unlon Avenue, you
can see the new scction of Bealo Street
between the downtown parking lots and

whits politician, but he'ta knoms pow'as-«

sie began In the flelds of the cotton
from Keatucky who came to Memphts ) where

hard to lure tourists back to thls histor-
Ic city on the Misslssippi. This year
Memphls is a popular stopplng place on
the way to the World's Falr.

IT WAS Old Man River that brought
explorers, scttlers and merchants to
this cotton center of the south, and it

about 1880 because he was sure that
Tennessee would never outlaw slavery,

* Within a decade he lost everything,

MAY CAN also tell you about her
busband's grandparents who were met
with shotguns when they tried to get off
the boat during the Yellow Fever eyl-‘

the historic old Beale Street Baptist
Church.

The not-yet-renovated third block
£howsa you what the street looked Like o
year or two ago, crumbling old bulld-
Ings sagging over the street.

THE RENOVATED ares bas o new

progresses.
The best way to get a feel for the old

timedla sbow at the Old Daisy Theater,
-where the Center for Southern Folklora
1a dedleated to preserving the culteral
life of earller times. .
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'W.C. Handy speat only 10 years bete,

you N
DBealao Street by day, and the

of the Beale Street Blus.s

work the
2ongs and field hollera began to blend and the 5t. Louis Rlues.
into a unlquely American music late In -

The plctures In the’Old Dabsy abaw.= *.

the marketplace that ‘domicated-

but ho managed to forge a new musical  world of gemiog {ables, muxic clhibel,
In this cer T

style qut of that early folk sound. He
was kaown at the time as the map who
wrote a2 campaign -song for a local

om Dllk‘

The Memphis skylina Io In the b

he In 23 passang
"' fo7 @'ride on the island Quoon paddiowhont tour beat which trevol
betwesn the city and Mud tsfand. On the island, young ladies wada

e

down a ecalo model of the Misslasippi.

really what it is. It's' the

and street lifo

fl Odnihm’ﬂ-wds beginning to

ind the ,

late afternoon. A bines band milght
playing in the Tho break

tues, but that’s no!
rebirth of 2y,
area ‘that has been

lhmg; lot of American history bere
a
" by the ,mvu.“

travel notes

Fort Wayne Flyer ready to roll

The largest and mast powerful steam locomotive
In the eastern United States, Norfolk & Western
Rallroad’s No. 811, will make Ita first visit to De-
trolt on Saturday, July 28, and Sunday, July 2,

The streamlined, gleaming black, marcon and
gold Class J 4-8-4 Northern type will power the
Fort Wayzne Flyer on two day-long train excurslons

between Detroit and Fort -Wayne, Ind., sponsored am. and 7:15 pam. oo the return.’ On Sunday only,
by the Bluewater Michigan Chapter of the National stopa In Adrian 2t 9:30 a.m. and reterny at
Rallway Historlcal Soclety, 643 pm. '

No. 811 is one of fawer than 10 such restored
steam locomotlves in high-speed servics today, It ks
the most modern steamer in operation having been
bullt by Norfolk & Western's Roanoke, Va., shops in
1950. It develops 8,000 horsepower while capable of
speeds up to 110 mph. .- .

THE FORT WAYNE Flyer will start cach day in
Allen Park and travel 90 miles to Mmtpﬂimh{. .
o

where passengers may detratn to enjoy
small-town h&plumy in the farming and railroad
ceater sltua umong ‘the. rich farmlands of
porthwestern Ohlo. .
Pazsengern staying aboard the Fort Wayne Flyer
and those getting on.at Moatpeller will travel an-
other 50 rlles to Fort Wagne, where No, 811 will be
turned for the trip back to Montpelier and Detroit.
Thero will be about one hour to detraia ln Fort

Wayne,

Ty:alnl.uwﬂl conslst of both alr-conditioned and
open-window coaches. The latter are for passen-
gery preferring the smell of stoam locomotive coal
smoke.

There will be flrst class luxury lmge‘mn_
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Shoos cosmbee Face lusludas hean
whosS prismius fars =3

insledas 1
a roast beef supper all served sboard the Bloowa© -

ter Michigan Crapter’s dining car, the “Lake Micht

THE SCHEDULE, which is the samo both Satur-
day and Sunday, calls for departure from Allen
Park at 8 a.m., returning at @ p.an, Tha Ft. Wayne
Flyer arrives in Montpelfer at 11:15 a.m. and Ft.
Wayne at 12:45 pm. The retem to Montpeller Is
3:45 p.m., departing there at 5:45 p.

On Saturday only, there is a s

Round-trip coach fares from Detrolt to um«int .
0 .

fer aro 339 (_‘{:dum and $32 for children ages
through 13..

{lrst-claas fares ore §98 regarless of boarding
polat or destination. The Baturday-only Detrott-to-
Milan round trip Is $17 for adults and $14 for ¢
dren, On Sunday, the adult and children fares be-
:wea: Detrolt end Adrinn arn $26 and 11, respect-

ully, IS L .
" For more information or ¢o order tickets, a
stam;

ped self. 0 tbe
Bloewater Michigen

B 3.
Chaptar, P.0. Boz 3987, Royal
Oak 48088, or telephooe 676-1619 or 284-3111,
eis are sold at the Traln Center

‘mingham, 1830 B, Woodward, and (be
Y-IE Hobhles & Glfiz, 504 Starkweather in Plym-
oul R E

.m, .
In Milan at §

For Information or reservatlons, call the South-
ficld Culltural Arts Divislon of the parks recre-
ation department at $34-4717, or write Southfield
gunx,o ‘;:urlel Slgel, 28000 Evergrean, Southfleld

48078.

. .

Monroe, Mich{gan in Monroe County will be tho
elte of the Sixth Anaual Old Frenchtown Daya July A
21-23 featuring dmonsmuvp of life as It was
Bomo 200 years ago: - R .

There will be twice daily re-enactments of a

Detrolt to Ft. Wayne round trip.
mch fares aro §59 for sdulta and §3¢ for children. .
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