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By Tom Boer
staft writor

A pollce inveatigation into a break-{n
at a Farmington Hills fire station has
ted to the arrest Wednesday of Law-
rence Karon, the city’s fire chief, on u;

of embezzl; [

o
§100 or leas, a misdemeanor,

Karon, who resigned hia offlce last
week before the charge was handed
down, stood mute at his arralgnment
before 47(h Disiriet Judge Margarct
Schaefer, *

A plea of pot gullty was cntered for
him, Schaefer sald. Ho was free on per-
sonsl bond.
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m

Farmicgton Hills Pollce Chlef Johs
Nlehols sald that the charge agalnst
Karon was “a spinoff” of an Investiga-
tion of a break-in Ioto a locked cablnet
in the headquariers flre station on
Drake Road south of 12 Mile,

Nichols sald that bo-

Nichols added that, while the Invests-
gatlon Ioto the Karon matter 19 closed,
tho probe into the fire station break-in
s ongotng.

The misdemeanor carries of penalty
of 90 days In jull, a $100 fine, or both

tween $120 and $130" was taken in the
flrehouse burglary. He added that thero

was “na percelved connection” be-

tween that break-ln and the chacge
agalost Karon,

upon

INO TRIAL dato bas been set.

Karon, a2 44-year-old Farmington
Hllls resident, could not bo reached for
comment.

'"While thoy were thero o of Karon's resig-
the burglary, some other information natlon came last week in a press re-
conccrning another amount of cash lease from Farmington Hills City Man-
whick hadn't been accounted for came Costick,

to light,” Nichols said.

ager
“Larry'a declslon to reslgn from ser-

Is fire chief charged

vice. .-, is based on perwonal matters
of health,” sald Costlck in the release,

Contacted last Friday at a city man-
ager’s conference in, Northern Mickl.
gan, Costlck said that Karon resigned .
“of his own volltion” after
“the sum of money ‘that was Lnap-
propriately handled.”

“There was a cloud over soma
funds,” Costick continved. “Tte funds
could have been lost or stolen. At any
rate, they were under his care. And tha
fact ix that there was & sum of money

g. .
“With that cloud there, T think Larry
felt that the thing he should do was
clear up the cloud. The sum of money

S

that was unaccoun inted for be returned -

wwg.". t.[n l S
sald that the money in ques-
Uon came from the sale of “some ex-
cess, used, old fire equipment” about
three years ago,

KARON'S

tituation, but also over the operation of
the d t. ’
I think that for personal

reasons,
and reasons of his own bealth, ha decid-

ed to submit his resignation.”

lon, Costick sald, “Larry’s developed a
great deal of siress, nof ooly over this .

Ploaso tum to Page 8

Cities
ponder:
To rise
oF not
to rise

Editor’s niote: Thiz segment on de-
t in  Farmington Hills

" deals with the debate among* ex-

peris on the economic advantages
and disadvantages of high-rise
commercial developments,

By Joanne Mallszowoki
statf writor

© Whether a suburb should bave hlgh-
rise bulldings or malntaln a fow profile
1s a matter for debate among city plan-
ners.

- Farmington Hills, a bastion of politi-
cal opposition to high-rise structures,

stands in stark contrast to nelghboring

Soathileld, which kas a concentration
of tall balldings
+ “Everybody has their own bottom
llne," Southflcld planner Bob Henkle
;ald. “Some lke it (high rises). Some
ot

The contrasting skylines, however,
have played a role in Farmington Hills'
well-worn_ bullding heighta controver-
8y.

The city’s more vocal high-rise oppo-
neots use.Southfield's “sky-scrapera”
as an example of the kind of unattrac-
tve commerclal aprawl that Is unwant-
ed in Farmington Hilta.

. While each approach bas its advan-
tages and dizadvantages, economies
doesn’t support high-rises over three-
‘story buildings, or vice versa. i
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High-rise bulls

i
7
Town

like the

Conter shown in the above photograph, domi-

wost,

nate the Bouthflold skyline, whils halght reatric.

RARDY BORST/stafl

photoprapher
tlons provall In Farmington Hills, the noxt suburb

-8ix storles,”" gald Etkin, d

Like it or hot, deveid

| Wm‘m
ers have learned to live with belght re-
strictions ulonlg '1__2 Mile and Northwest-
+-era Highw: ‘armington Hills, ~ .
: Somu{‘.bu?{dm Ike Jtmmy Jorna- of

Joann u on
even prefer the low two-to-threo story
bulldings. - .

“T've never cared for the “high-rise
bulldings,"” said Jonoa, head of the f:
ily construction company, -

“You hava all types of people. Some
want high-rise. Some ‘want low-riss,”
he sald. “But with a high-rise you have
to park way out.”

Douglas Etkin, president of Etkin
‘l:'iqums Inc., takes It from another an-
e,

“Our phllosophy is that with proper
sethacks, thero s no reazon not to go to

. centers, rent. still lags

behind that |
charged in Southfleld’s high- and mid.  :
vise bulldings.
“It (Farmington Hills) is not known
28 stroug & market as Southfield,” sald . 1
office speeinlist Jerame Relss of Bur-

land, Reiss, Marpb;
in the typleal Sonthfeld high-rise,
according to Jonna, office space runs
BIRL0 0 wrvvvara ot - o
In Farmington Hills, on the other
band, rents are $19.50-315.50 a square <!
foo to statl listed In the

y & Rembiesa Inc.

owner of Franklln Place on Northwest-
om. .
“A six-story bullding would be & bet-

-ter way to develop.

Bot, according to developer David

- er bulldings) docan't seer to
me that it wonld be consistant or char--

.. der, for'y

the Greater Detroit Chamber of Com- !
meree, . g

llw!:ajor high ‘“‘”‘“”;‘é'?&f’ m !

a Iy hett e

for widening as srell as tatk of an addl-

. fe Into. Fairmington

Hllls, offices aloog ‘m‘hlgeh tLl Mile corri-

e, * -

um muﬂ’}nh&" lhlath{id‘mA

znumngz, bowever, base venis are

|

=

Detrolter Offico Guide, published by l
§

acteristic along the )}
corridor,” Johnson sald. .

UNLIKE SOUTHITELD'S - akyn-

crapers which “make a statement,” the -

low-profila bulldings along the growth
in Farmi) Hilis mat

" creass af

~bull\!lna:l:oatm:.nrhcnP.l!nryx'mﬂml;t

by coasty costel .

cosis. incraara or de-
to the size, helght ond .

cation'of 8
*There's no doubt In my mind tant
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Schulman ‘positive’ after s

Dy Tom Baet
staff writor
Lew Schulman s feeling fins, thank
you, but he's wondering abost that spe.
diet on which he knows his doctors
will pot him.

Schulman, superintendent of the

.what’s inside

Farmingion Public Schools thess past
«ight years, ia recovering at bome after

undergolng coronary bypass surgery
ﬂ; 18 IlntchtrolVl Henty Ford Hospl-

The é4-yeir-old Schulman sald that
his diet and exercise program would be
suggested
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tors this week.

“T don’t know anything about the *

diet,” ho sald last"Monday from his.
West Bloomfleld home, “but P'm sure
i:l'll be't'hlnpil don’t Like 1o eat -~
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