Genetic detectlve hunts down killer

By Sharon Dargay
atasf writer

Danlel Van Dyke has seen more
blood stalns than Sherlock Holmes.

He searches for evidence under ml-
€roscopes, on elides and in specimen
Jars

Jars,
It may take bim slx years and §1

milllon ¢o erack a case, but in the end
ha flngers the culprit and Lives to write
mt It tn prestiglous medlcal jour-

TECHNIC. . TRE Troy resl
dent's title L' dlre-:wr of the cmxmt-
ics laboratory at Henry Ford Hospltal,
Detrolt., Bn:nh...lkl day-to-day work as a
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gmw morc investigation of “chro-
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can be very frustrating.
Thero are a few times in & person's ca-
reer that he has o few good Ideas and &
few bad ideas, In research you make &
fow decent discoveries and the rest of
the tima is hacking away,” he sald,
Although Van Dyke's study of medul-
hrythmldmmwninmnna
"ghot In the dark,” It was worth the six-

Morning beach offers

-best start for a day

One w.ug you learn when Hving In
Florida Ia that actlvity on summer
days ;bould comc early In the morning,
Too hot

But wl m ynum living {n Florida as
a ref , you also reallre there's no
resson why lving patterns can't be
rearranged. And slnce Joe and I are
nelther md doga nor Englishmen, we
.. 2kip the noonday aun and do most of

our beachwalking and swimming in the
relative cool of uze m

My husband Ilkes to mn the morn-
ing with coffee and newspaper what-
ever the tlme of year, but In these
months I usually head for the beach as
the day’s first order of business.

‘ OUR PART OF the beach early on n
summer morniog I8 a beautiful, empty
streich. Well, maybe not quite empty. |4
discover as I begln my walk along the
water's edge.

Dawn on the sand that fronts a small
traller court slts a flsherman who bas
thrown a lne lnto the gulf to see if
u:ey‘n biting early,

The flsherman Isn't alone elther, but
I don’l see his companlon untll I'm
nearly upon them.

Grey-blue feathers of the Great Blue
Heron blend into the early morning
2and color as the big bird walts, patient
and stlll, for any small fish that might
be thrown his way.

After 1 pass the fishermen, a couple
of women cmerge from the traller
L‘ombﬂntlpﬂbh\i they ask me.
No onc's pet, I'm glad to fili them In,
but he's absolutely unawed by people
on the beach and friend to everyone
with a fishing pole and line.

WINDING MY WAY down the beach,
1 have the company of gulls, terns and
an occaslonal egret. I also find I've ac-

quired a handful of pretty shells. I ‘meet
apother ghell-gatherer where a hill of
sand stands a3 a monument to unsuc-
cexaful efforta to dig a pew pass,

Thia beachcomber has a bag full of
tnuuru. “Ia that all you've found?"
she asks, fooking at my scant collec
tion. I explain I bave to be falrly selec-
tive or there wouldn’t be room for us in
the aj

1 complets the walk down by some
pulnp, where pellcans often are gath-
ered. The sun is higher, 50 I get sun-
glasses and beach hat out of my bag for
the return trip.

On the mile-and-a-half walk back,
the birds and I have more company.
People are coming down from the
county park for their day at the beach.
More fisher-persons are out. Aromas of
br:tuut cooking waft from the tratler
co

THEN IT'S BACK to home base, for
maybe a quick dip in the gulf and for
sure, & swim In the condominium pool.
The water there Is coolest in the mirn-
lng and feels marvelous after a couple
of bourn on the

If it's & day I'm lucky, I flnd waiting
for me a big osprey that this summer
hay sort of adopted our pool to watch
over,

After a number of laps, it's time for
breakfast and whatever preasing busi-
pess the day offers. The summer beach
is a neat retirement dividend in Flori-
da, I once more marvel at the good for-
tune that brought us here to enjoy it."

Margaret Miller was Suburban
Life editor for Observer Newspa-
pers for 18 years. She and her hus.
band, Joe, have retired to Florida,
.where she writes Retirement
Memaoz,
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3 year effort, ba sald. The project may

3 Margaret fad .ﬁ:‘mzmmé’mwm

will ideni ents who are at risk of

2 Miller ’.pa v form of the
disorder.,

Tho diseass Ia one of about 2,000 all-

meots considered “dominantly inherit.
ed,” or capable of being passed from
parent to ld through genctic pat-
terns.

VAN DYKE, Dr. Charlés E. Jackson,
chlef of the Clinclal Genetles Divislon,
and V.R. Babu, associate cytogenetics
dlrector, studied 15 familles using a
tedmlquu that enabled them to see flne
detail in chromosomes under a micro-

scope.
Everyone bus 23 pelrs of chromo-
somes, which arc made up of genea
um supply hereditary informatlon.
8 team dlscovered that somo xml.lc
mnlzrhl was missing In chromosom
20 in many patients with the diseass,
Van Dyke sald ths procedure used to
identify chromosomes In the atudy s
impractical as a diagnostic tool. He
hopes the Information will glve other

!heﬂzldollhymdmccrwmimu
lar with tha project. '

Mmll&nlmpap%

[mpllsnlmhph:ﬂclmpdgmeﬂ-
THEY ENDED wllhlmjecﬂa:
lmu'mdlmo! tictams from the

It t feeling belng ablo to
s a greal able
share it with colleagues,” ho sald, add-
ing, *The akeptics tend tnhﬂngm
back down to earth,

"It could all have gone down the
du,ln.ultdou,ywxomlnmnm

The key to successful acientific re-
search Is designing a project 30 “no
tmatter what happens yon learn some-
thing from it,” he explalned.

VAN DYRE, who !s married and tho
{father of two preschool sons, studled
genetle varlations In fruit files as an
undcrgudmw student. He carned a

a clue to plog less ex.
pensive, rellable tests,

“OUR NEXT task, should we decide
to accept it, is to look at more of the
2,000 inherited disorders and sce if we
can fInd other genetlc causes of cancer
that have pleces of chromosomes miss.
{ng in sulflclent quantity,” he sald.

“With this study, we bad an {ekling of
what we saw In it flve years ago. We
dld a pilot that looked good. Then we
dld a pijot study that tlldn'l look good
and we nearly gave up.”

With technical problems lmned out,
the third try “turned out nice.

THE TEA[J\? sent rakn “abstract” or
summary of [ta work to a rescarch
seminar, By the time they were ready
to publish the full results last year,
phyalcians and geneticlats worting In

Univerzity and
Jjolned the Henry Ford staff in 1978,

“When I was Jocking for a graduata
school, £ looked at programs whera I'd
be studying barley, ploe troes, more
{ruit flles or h\mmm l thought humans
would ba moro Interesting than plue
trees,” he chockled.

WORKING WITH specimens rather
than actusl cancer patients makes the
job less exhausting emotiomally, al-
lhoua.h Van Dyke is constantly aware

“heart that every specimen s
lrom a cancer patieat.

*I do sco a lot of specimens,” he ad-
mitted. “But I spead a great deal of
time working with (couples) In the the
lmol birth defects and presatal diag-
o

*Henry Ford Kosplul is no lvory
tower.”

Read your Constitution

The week of Sept. 17-23 will bo ce!e‘
brated as Constitulion Week by procla:
muou of the preddenl. ‘The purpese n!

ce [8 to renew apprecia-
tion (m- the Conxuluuan and the coun-
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CSTOM WOOD SHUTTERS

try. Quakertown Daughters of the
American Revolution urge that you
study the Constitution 80 that you may
understand jts munlna -nd why Ihh
document has endured.
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right treatment for you,
that you have PMS,

yoursel! again,

smm.ma HEIGHTS wmm:m owy) 979-4545 (8

S is manythlngs to many women=-
with several symptoms in & variety of
combinations, Tha stress of PM:!
often leads to family, job, and soclﬂl
problams that can disrupt your life. And
| many women.have fotnd it difficult to .

get effecllvs treatmant for this vary

_ The Famlly Carg Centeér troats you as
an Individual—and works to find the
‘Care Center. And siart

Calltoarrange'a conlldontlal eonwlmlon.
CARE-I.INE 313362-1 |30

: If you suspect .
S |
Iike

Danle! Van Oyke and a colleague no over wmn data In lhulr re-
search Into lhrrold cancor.

Nutrition career program'set :

Persons considering a carcer In
dletetica or nutritlon are lovited to
learn more about Mercy College’s
Wm by attending & Dietetica

Carcer ‘and Program Information
Seszlon at 7 pam. Thursday, A\I& 23,
in the college's conference center.

Faculty members and admission
counsclors will be avallable to ex-
plain Mercy College’s two-and-four
year dlotetics programs, clinical ex-

reg
flnancial ald. A sllds pmmutlon
lbont carcers In dietelics will be

shown during the session, A coun-
selor from the college’s Career
Planning and Placement Offlce will

. fleld Freeway, just south of

also be avallable to answer
tons.
Mercy College offera both a ¢
of sclence

grams guarantes sto-
dents t.bn cppoﬂ.un]iy to work with

Collezﬂ'l tan(uusoe ol
mhlmtndm!heumpmpvmﬂs .
at 8200 W. Outer Drive at the South-

Mile Road, in notthwest Detro

For further information, uﬂﬁé
Coucﬁe Admissions Office at 3»
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Slipcoy ery Fabrics
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360E. MAPLE « BIRMINGHAM + 647-2020/647-0721
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