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Sculpture starts with sketches, armature

‘This |5 another in & series of lessons
on art and drawlng by speclal colum-
nist David Mess-
lng. He has
taught for clght
years and oper-
ates an art
store, Art Store
and More, 18774
Middlebelt,
Livonja. Mess-
ing ecourages y 4
questions and comments from md-
er3. You may write him at his store or
¢/o Observer Newspapers, 23352
f:av;x‘\hxgtvn Road, Farmlngton M

By David Mecsing
spoclal writar
Probahly the most valuable lesson I

learned In college was not taught by
any teacher. Nor did I learn it In any
text book.

Because of lmited finances [
lmodwwoﬂlnyjoblcmﬂdﬂ.udln
the summer and budget my savings
throughout the school year. So my most
valuablo lesson was to work bard
spend money wisely.

Hero 13 one of my favorite tech-
niques for finding a free mat board: Sit
¢losa to the cutting board and look like
‘you are really working hard on your
drawing. Then whe one of those “Dad-
dy foots the bll)” students cut out a
mat, they usually throw away the cen-
tcro! Ihn mat board.

u ask? Because “Daddy foots
the hlll " Naw 1 do have my pride, you
know, so after class I would pack up
and leave with the rest of the class.
‘Then I would say, "Ob, hey guys, Il
meet you In the cafeleria, I gotta go
back and get something.” Then I would
Toot through the trash barrel and pull
out some real “keepers.” Same with the

sculpture clasy,

Profesaional modeling cloy s expen-
sive and I only had a lttle of It in my
first clnns, Now sculpture is a required
course and many who take it know they
will never do it again. So at the end of
the semester they simply throw oot

: thelr clng. )

So on the (lsal day of class’ there
was, for years, this kind of tall guy han-
gln’ around every sculpture 0120 class,
and minutes after class dizmlssal be
could bo eeca pulllng pounds of clay out
of the trash barrel. What a cheap akate,
But, hey. ! had to be. This kid was put.
ting himself throogh school.

I once asked a girl [n clasy if sho
wanted a Coke at the campus coney is-
land. When we got there she ordered, of
all things, a coney Esland, frics and a
Coke. Breaking ont in'a sweat, I only
ordered o coke. The cost of that meal
was the thing that forced me to think of
tho “mat board in the trash” scheme,

artifacts

Well, I made it theough those daya of
frogality. I'm glad to say those days
are over and I'll pot depdve my chil-
dren the opportunity to learn the same
Jesson. In other words, “This Daddy
won't fool the bilL"”

THE BEST PART of professional
clay is that it last and lasts. As a mat-
ter of fact I am still using the same
clay that I rescucd from the trash 17

years ago.

What I call professional clay is more
rightly called permanently pllable, or
oll base clay. This cloy is strictly for
modeling and for casting molds. Per-
manently pliable clay is made of cast-
Ing wax, Jordan clny, oll and grease.

All of this stuff [s heated and mixed
and the name of the bomemade varicty
is called “Schmidt waz.” The mess,
however, from homemade clays makes
you feel better about buylog premade
eloy, or swallow your pride and look
through the trash barrel In the sculp-
ture room.

Of course there are many brand
names for permanently plinble clay.
Some are Plastiocene, Plastolena and
Artone. Artone has my vote 8 it s per-
(edumnuyuuopmllup Other
brands, t0 me, seems rather bard. To
soften them up, you must dab motor ol
on your flngers and work it well into
the matrix of the clay. Oil base or per-
manently pliable clay does not need to
be covered as it will never barden.

There are many tools you can buy

Clay

begin wit

nddlng clny whoro nondud to bulld tho shapes required.

the armature you have, the less clay
you poed to by,

An armature can be made of wood or
pipe wound with rags. You could even
wudupmunnidemdunurupoluo
an upright dowel or pipe (rully,
wouldn'! mlnd) But best of all is our

for working cloy but I d you
Hmit yourself to a few wood and wire
loop tools. If you only have a few tools,
you soon hecomes very with

them and will make them do the work
you need. Nothing can slow you down
- more than looking for the perfect shape
in a fistful of tools. My favoriies are
the bass wood Lools and wire loop tools.
The wood tools, moistened in water or

Ish and wire loop tools are
able for cutting and gouging out clay.

BEFORE YOU BEGIN a sculpture,

y marvel:
When yw, for example, do a bexd

study you cin 1 a base merely use an
8- nch or 10-inch square of three-quar-
ter-inch or inch hole and glue in about &
12-Inch dowel rod of the same dlame-
ter. Thea you can tape chunks of wood
or Styrofoam to this dowel rod {o help
form the large mass of the head and
thereby save clay.

The reason I prefer Styrefoam is of-

ten In sculpturing you cnt::w tbe clay

and thon an armature to support the clay. Cut slicos of clay and pross thom over tho urmamm,

Remember at this point you are

and hit your
Lhis ts of no consequence.

So start covering the armature of
whatever almple shape you wogld like
to sculpture. Just cut slices of clay and
press them over the armature. Add
clay wherever you need (o begin build-
Ing the shapes you require.

thre and
should not mess around with details,
Just develop the main shape and the
plans of the shape,

Abave all be very patlent with your-
self for a Rod Serling would have said,
“You are now entering apother dimen-

.slon.” .

Artista have an opportunlty to
market their original works for the
boliday seascn in “holiday gifts,” a
moothlong display of artworks dur-
ing the prime selling month of tho
year.

The display will be at the Ann Ar-
bor Art Association, In the historic
Walker Bullding In the heart of the
?oruu-ecuonoxdownmmm

Those who want to market their
art for the bollday scason are Invited

to send 10 slides of their curreat
work and & $50 depoait to the Aon
Arbor Art Association, 117 W. Liber-
ty, Ann Arbor 48104, before Satur-
day, Sept. 15. The depodt will be re-
(ul:ned if an artist lan't chosen to dls-
play.

A LIMITED oumber of artistaina
varlety of media are invited to par-
ticipate. Works in blown glass, clay,
fiber, jewelry, print techniques,

stained glass and wood are desired.

Holiday gift display invites artists

‘The artlst must be able to tommit a
large inventory, A commisslon of 25
percent will be charged by the gal-
lery on all sales.

At the Art Assoclation, artworks
are installed in a gallery with large,
strect-level windows. The gallery has
natural finlsh wood floaring and lof-
ty, 12-foot cefllngs.

The Ann Arbor Art Assoclation s a
non-proflt community art center that
supports the visual arts through stu-
dlo art education for adults and chil-

dren, a sales/rental gallery, an ex-
hiblt gallery, artists’ studlos and spe-
cial events, :

‘The assoclation s epen to the pub-
lie from noon to 3 p.m. Mondays and |
{from 10 am. to 5 pm. ys
through Saturdaya. Support Is
recelved by the Michigan Councll for
the Arts.

For moro informatlon, contact ex-
hiblt gallery director Susan Froellch
at $94-8004.
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COUNTRY LIVING WITH CITY

. BACKS TO WOODS

“SUPER CONDO"

FANTASTIC HOME for the price. Move-In condlilon, maln-
tananco free extordor and interor. Sallec retiring south,
$49,500, 477-1111.

SIMPI.E ABSUHPTION
BEAU‘HFUL 3 you 0 , 24 bath colonlal In

ﬂw te cccupancy, mave-in
wndlllpﬂ. '1?0.000.477-11“. .

CUB?O\‘I OI‘E OHNET HOME
RY panciing, parquet flooe, ovacoiasd

© CHERRY carpetod
. glereed-in porch m meny ‘othar fosturoa. Land c«mm
ot §82,600. 5’94.‘00.'

CONVENIENCE
PEACEFUI. PART OF TOWN. 4 bedroom, bath and & half,
shower 1n basomeont, 2% car garage. Full finished base-
mont. Lots of storage. Yool shed behind nnrnce. Great’
tread Tot. $54,900. 659-2300.
* Lathrup Village
Mary Ann Grawi-Mgr.
389-2300

Westland
Livonfa
625-039!!

Flrmlnglon
. . Jkm Stevens-Mgr. .
417-1 11 1

lllm.mc.

. HEALTORS ‘

BEAUTIFUL 3 bodroom ranch. Family room with bookcasss
arcund tho fireplace. $91,000. 348-8430.

f
Farmington Hills
Genny Conred-Mgr.
851-1900

Livonia
frene Kraft-Mgr.

261-0700

‘Plymouth/Canton
Jos Moinlk-Mgt.
488-7000

Northvllle
Bharon Serre-Mgr,
348 8430

lovely Tudor.
$167,600. 8511000,

PRIVACY AND NATURE! Vecy sacludoed irped sotting. Smalt ~

complex within § minutes of shopplng. Done in noutral col-
o and oxcelient teste. Immediate occupancy. $85,800.

IMMACULATE CONDITION

CONTEMPORARY 4 bedroom, 21 bath colonlal In prime
aren. New 1 In f

carpetlng, ficepiaca room, i hard-
wo0d (oors, Immediate occupancy. $109,000. 851-1800,

OPEN SBUNDAY 2-5

20276 Birchcrest Way, Farminglon Hills
CUSTOM BUILT with extras by Steel, Family community,
moving out of siste, Must sao)
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