Cruce maps Way for Michig

Oy Tim Richerd
staf! writer,
-DALLAS — "De you know ths way to

the Anatolet” nskzd the woman dele-
gate who wanted o attend the rally at
Vice Pruldénl George Bush's heagd-
quarters héte!,

“Yes, 1 do. l'll glve you a mnp."
pllcd the Michlgan delegalion's trans-
portation director — better knowm as
“state Sea Doug Cruce of Troy.

"2 The lean, tanned, as-yenr-old

vlnwmh-r quickly has become an ex-
‘pert on the hefwork of highways, roads
and hotels [n America’s seventh largest
metropolls, which this
the Republican Natlonal Convention.

“1 thought it would be a breeze,” safd
Cruce, wiplog hia brow in the 107-de-

+.gree heat.
e

CRUCE'S JOB has been to get 77
s~delegates, 77 alternates, assorted

- guests and newspeople from the alrport
»:to botels, from hotels to the conventlon

v ! Rls problems have included 11 lost
delegates, a fellow senator who wound
up onan tent alrline flight and a
palr of dclegaw who just plain didn't

oW up,
. Asslsting him were flve college stu-
ts from Mlchigan and Texas,

"He just volunteered,” said GOP

,wnnud todo wmet.hlng

Qx “He personally met the majority of
nully drove a bus,”
a2 ane Hershey, one of
\(lwa Mlchlm GOP staff workers.

5" SEVERAL-OTHER legislators are
r»delegnlu, but Cruce dldn't want to
Ducome to Dalles that way.,  °

23 “As an elected perzon, I don't want
~:t0 compete with party waorkers for de-
legate positions,” Cruce sald. He alsa
admitted (o belng more interested in
-'!he 1988 convention, which will plek
“-rpew party leaders and be more than a
K 'Rusan coronatlon.

Early [n the year he volunteered his
services to Abrabam. Two maln jobs
*s> were open — houslng, which Natlonal
o v Committewoman Margaret (Ranny)

=% Rlecker spoke for, and transportation,
""whlch Cruce thought would be “a

- b
.'. "Orlainally " he said, “Everyone was
suypeacd to bg going on American Atr-
<% Lines (dulgmllcd the ofilcial alrlines of
.; the convention). That would have
E,mum cvuyonew ould be coming on
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just a few fliphts and could be trans-
rted by bus.

po .
“Then Piedmnnt and Branlff ran spe- *

clals, and 2 lot of people cancelled and
swilched.

“So American began runalng ita cwn
specials, and we had a lot of changes
and cancellatlons back again the lnst
twoweeks, -

*T lned up large buses with the Dal-
las Transit Seryice, but then wo had to
rent a'couple of vany, too.

“Jason Allen {college student from
Traverse City) .and Joo Underwood
(college student from Warren) called
and wanted to do volunteer work,” he
sald, .

Cruce also heard of a college profes-
s0r In Texas who bad llned up student

terns, Cruce landed a couple. “They
mew the lay of the land,” he sald.

A MAJOR problem came when 11
delegates flylng from Grand Rapids
were detalned by thunderstorms, They
missed thelr connecting flight at Chica-
go and had to make other arrange-
ments.

Cruce stood walting for them in valn
at the Dallas-Ft. Worth alrport. “We
dldn't know what happened to thent un-
til they atarted-showing up on other.
lights," he sald. “Wa finally found all
but two.”

Checking his achedule, Cruce found

" that uuow state Sen. Nick Smith of

Hilisdale County was to arrive on a
oon-existent flight. “1 dida't know any-
thing about it untll Doug calied my off-
lm;dn couple of days before! Smith
said.

The mixup was caused by the fact
that Smith’s flight waa to arrive In
Houstop, not Dailns-Ft. Worth. Smith
eventually made it to Dallas in time for
the {lrst cancus.

After US. Sen-nominee Jack Lous-
ma gave a pep talk, Cruce found him-
self addressing the Michigan caucus,
not on convention strategy but on what
pnses were good for what shuttle-

and.lﬂoned. chartered buses took
the delegation from the Marriott

Quorum Hotel to the convention park- -

ing lot, four blocks from the Conven-
tion Center.

Cruce's strong advice: “It's a hot
walk. Don't waik it, Take the
shuttlebus.”

As cach delegate, alternate, reporter
and guest boarded the bus at the hotel,
Cruce told cach one, “Remember, this
ks bus No, 12. It's the only one coming
- back to the Quorum. Remember, take
onlybusi%. .. »
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