- Ladywood wil! probably lock horns three times this

Back to reality
and fall sports

ON'T GET me wrong, I like summerilme,

It's kind of like a mental health period for

u3 5parts types. Summertime is much

more relaxed around here than In other
seasons. We don't bave much cause to work until 4
a.m. Summertime gives uy a chance to get homo
and get reaqualnted with the wife and family —
you know, that type of thing.

But, come Sept. 1, summertlme means one thing
to me - boredom. Right around thia time t3 when I
tun fresh out of summertime feature storfes, Right
around thls time P've grown weary of my housa
chores. And right around thls time my wife bas had
ber flll of getting reaqualnted. T mean, when ahe
starts saying thingy ilke, "Don’t you havo to cover a
football gamo this weckend?” I know she's had her
iiig

Now Is the time when thoughts and energics turn
to high schoc) sports — our bread and butter at the
Observer sports desk. It's time to get back to the
realltles of this job. Here's a fow of the thlngs I'm
lookdng forward to this fall:

© FARMINGTON HARRISON football. There's
an electricity, about Saturday afternoon football at
Harrlson, If you've been there, you know what I'm
talking about. No other area school that I've
covered — and this Is not a knock on anyene — has
It. The fans are unbellevably supportive. The teama
are perennially powerful. The coaches are gracious
and cooperatlve, win or lose. There's almost o
colleginte atmosphere swrounding Harrison
foolball.

© Farmiogton Hills Our Lady of Merey
basketball. Mercy is the Harrison of girls hoops,
The Merey program hes the same eleetriclty
surrounding it that Harrison has, Maybe that's
because both are champtons.

Things could get pretty dramatic on the girls
hoop scene this season, especially from a Catholle
League polnt of view. Mercy coach Larry Baker
will put a most awesome team on the floor, Three
three-year starters are back: Annette Rugglero,

Amy DeMattla and Mary Rosowakd, All three
played on Baker's 1982 atate champlonahip team.
Also returning are Bev Whits, Terri Ford and Sue
Scott, beavy contributors on lest year's team.

But, as good as Merey should be, they will have
thelr roughest time ever escaptng tho Catholle
Leaguc. Livonla Ladywood, last year'sClass B
stale champ, returns its whole roster. Mercy and

year. That series could make the state playolfa
seem antl-climactic — well, almost.

© RAIDERS AND FALCONS. Thése two
{ootbal) teams llve In the shadow of Farmington
Harrison's success, That is unfortunate, of course,
but it's also unavoldable.

Yet, both teams wlll be very Interesting to
monitor thls year.

North lost a ton te . Most
experts feel that Jim O'Leary's team [y going to be
bottem-ruzg in the Northwest Suburban League
this year. I don't agree. I think the Ralders are
golng to surprise a lot of people. Let's wait and sce.

Farmington s kind of an enigma. If you talk to
coaches around the league, they say that
Farmington has as much talent as anyone. But, if
you talk to the Falcons' coach, Don Kuick, you
come away fecllng the team I doomed for the
cellar agaln,
‘The Falcons are fighting a tradition of losing,
The players are in a sltuation where they not only
bave to learn how to play the game, but they must
also learn how to win. To turn their fortunes
around, tho Falcens must belleve in themselves.
‘They must go out onto the flcld with a positive
attltude each week, There's only one person who
can tnstill such an attitude and that's Don Kulck. |

® OTHER §PORTS. Mercy swimmers bave
thelr undefeated streak In league dual meets on the
Line. They haven't been beat in more than 20 years.
I fust wish that the Marlins, just once, would swim
a dual against Livonla Stevenson. Scttle this buring
queation ance and for all,

Wi} Kelly Davidson return to high school tennis
this year? The Harrison senfor, one of the top
amateur players around, hasa't been scen at
presezson practices yet, aecording to coach Bernle
Goldsteln.

It'l] be Interesting to see how North
Farmington's young nyen respond to new soccer
coach Cathy Cole. Cole did an outstanding job with
the girls’ team last apring. Ron Holland deserves &
pat on the back for giving Cole the boys' job, Hiring

cozch last year? You have five
SPEAKING OF coaching changes, Pat Duthle
completes his return to the Ralder swim

this fal] 21 he replaces Jordaa Rateh as the girls'

coach. Duthie nsed to coach both boys and girls ot

North before be gave them up. He reassumed the
last winter, ' .

wﬂepexmrymmchéem.gmuow
North. But, ho was a victim of the rules, The rules
-uumtnwmmmmmm

(Duthie) can pa
of tha job, Like It or not, lnlrvrunlt.lr,nlmlo a
a. .

Well, tho fall seasoo ia fust & woek away. It's

time to put away the shorts and sleovelesa shirts

o of bty s st e s 2
cap of objectivity, wan|

?’ p tearns the best of luck. I wish you all

toseleated seasons, TS, Ri my buddy

5ting oneo sald, “I'T] be watching you®

non-teaching coach (mtel:) out

* Yes, John 'Mif!or ls finally a sanjor — muc:n to tho'dnlight ol oppos- -
ing s H, 1A

has teft his

')
mark both on and off the gridiron,

Talent on rise
in Farmingtomn

By Chria McCosky
staff writor

EW COACHES and a new and
Improved level of play arc
wbat’s shaking on the Farm-
Ington soccer scene this year.

Farmington by hired Ed Bartram to
replaco Dennls Place, who realgned af-
ter last year, Bartram conched the
glrls team at Farmington last spring.

Cathy gole uF the new bay:ht:;:d
coach at North Farmington, repl I'{
Abdul Mobammad. Cole coached the
Ralder girls Inst spring.

And the level of play? Well, let's put
it thls way: The days of tho patsy
Fi

Leagues and the F Soceer
Club — players hava four and five
years playing experience under their
belts Lby the time they reach high
school

Fi High, carly
bave [t, should be the best team in the
clty thls year, Look for North, bowever,
to be vastly improved. Farmington
Harrison had 30 kids attend tryouts this
season, the most ever. Look for tho
Hawks to bo young, but encouragingly
improved. .

Here's a brief look at the thres
teams:

FARMINGTON
a Mario Said, John Gregory and Randy

They were the -

are gome,
malnstays of last year’s 9-8-3 team.

- Ab, but fear not, On thelr coattalls *
coms (be likes of Erhan Ozll, Chris °

ﬂ&manlnd.!mn!‘mn_—mmund-
1‘& above thres players mml?
what coald be ono of the strongest

flelds In the srea. The'tric will :

soccer

Tim Melnke, a junlor, will be the one
mainstay on defense. Senlor Kenny
Rebstock, who along with Forge are
the team’s co-ca) will see action

talns,
, both at lnllbackplnd balfback. Sophio-

Funny thing, though, Bashl and
Krause are baitling for the starting
%_oa!lo Job along wilh freshman Wes

*Wo hopo’ that. we hive enough
sitength at mid-fleld and forward to

" cover up for our weakness on defense,” ° .'T
Bartram R

sal
The Falcons open up Tuesday, Sept.
4, at Southfleld. P 7. Sep

NORTH FARMINGTON
Cathy Cole Is young, attractive, and
very pollte. .
A pushover, tight? She's alright for a

girls coach, but the boys will run all
over her, right?, .
Wrong. :

J

- MILLER
, all-atate and All-American In his Junior

" He's a senlor now and be's anxiously assgmed &

that Miller will finally bs gone. Tho sobs you TS e
hear are coming from Farmington bead €rills — be Ieads by example. Ho directs tda cal
mcblohnﬂeﬂlngtm.lbomhadlheplnmn( Isthenicy. Mo iy motlon. - ve
coaching Miller the past two years. " This is odd for Miller. In yoars, dfiller .
You see, Miller has been the most domlnating sdemyd rather shy on the fleld He was most effee
high school football player in this area and proba- wmmm-numbmn-qmwy., Cl
bly the state the past two seasons. His statistics . Thire is a gl in Miller'’s eyes this year. Yo
overwhelmingly support that elalm: that this year will be a blg year, not just forl;

=

In two seasons, Miller has gained 2,973 yards {n bty bt for theteam.’ . - . 5
481 carrles ~ thet's 2 2rerage of 6.2 yards 8 car- - *ahat boss Lakt year (15-12 fo Livonia Churchili) ixs
£y. Ho has scored 42 touchdowns. He's caught 31 sometting I'm’ really . Pm sorry for lasts)
passes for 474 yards and threo more TDs. In all, yoar's-tesm” Miller sald, “But, that lom realiy*
Le's scored 258 polnts for Harrison. belped this year's team.” =

And that's fust his offentive contribution, o
On defense, where ba plays safety, be's pleked off
a record 15 pacses, made 74 sclo tackles
and 96 assists. And, when Miller hits you, you know
you've been hit,
He &lso punts, averaging 40.7 yarda a crack,

Biller naid that, i & recelt of 1zt yosr loss, s
1834 Hawhmbmpler.'l‘hclrmmwnmcﬂo—
eshave béen s e

WE30me, . c. -

“If we had gone undefeated Jast yes ﬂmm:
38-ganis winning streak, or that, on’y
the lino and thres matﬁ%@ﬁ x
over again, Our bave . 2
to reat

WAS all-state as 2 sophomore. Ho was

year last

year. Ho's already been named to Street & Smith's
pro-zeason All-American team for 1984, In his
three years at Harrison, the Ha

It's no wonder that opposing
tosee him play college ball.

But, the statistics area't really what Jobn Miller .
is all about. In fact, football lxn't (entirely what
Joelvlhhhuuu Isabout. bo .

0ut gushing, and [t's easy to gush about him,

John Miller is as polite, 23 level-headed, ay com-
pletely unselflsh a young man a3 you could ever
hope to meet. .
i “Thero ian't

ON THE practice field, Miller {3 in command.

leadership role, He badgers those who doo't give
100 perceat effort, be applauds those who do. He
eaters the Junlor varsity huddle and purnps up the
young Hawks. He flniches first'[o all the sprint

Ploase turn to Pago 3_
&

[ ARE YOU PAYING
TOO MUCH IN TAXES?
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