Auto buffs’ pride
resis in creatmns

By Jean Adamczak
statf writer

Famlnmu Hllls resldent Clark
Kibler Lkes to get together and “klck
tires” with peaple.
¢ To the average person that may
sound strange, but not to cor bu(u Lke
Kibler who belongs to the Mlchigan
Roadster Club, an affillate of the Na-

“It's & very un-club club” Klblef
uylolthe 13-member roadster club,
“Ki luppmu whea old-
car enthuslasts gather to hlk about
bullding and restoring old

Alotolmtwmbehaypenlnglhh
weekend, when nearly 1,500 street rods
wmbuond!xphylllhobthmw
Stroet Rod Natlosals North at the

Thuradsy, Septomber 13, 1084_0SE

Klbler “will be there with hl.l lm
black Ford » & car he bullt dur.
Lnghhrpnnumcmlmvyurpeﬂ-

"rmmtgnlngwuulhhm. says
Kibler, patting the,car alfecﬂmu:ly
“This oce is my faverita.™ .

Kibler, 42, burnmmmmnss

tonal Street Rod Association.

Clark Kiblor llnkorn wnh h

ginlcblym State Falrgroinds, Scpt. 14-

from other
cars In that {t has a top that comes off-
and does not- have nﬂ.l-ny windows,
uy: Kibler.

An engineer with Mobil Ol}, Kibler
grew up In Southern Callfornia end
moved to Farmington Bills four years

age.
When he was 11, Kibler says his old-

cr brother gave birn an old flathead, V-

B englna to practice his bullding skills,

My brother told me I had to pm:<
tico on that first, before I
kim work onhis cars," Kidbler hnm

He bullds cars from coratch, f
pleces he finds "hcra and p;.’hen," dn!nx
everything except tho ppholstery and
the chrome flttings.

Kibler says he found a couple of
ploces used on his roadster hanging on
a bnrn in South Lycn.

“nuon of ke a mpavlne," Klblq'
zays of searching for car parta. “Som:
mhunyoumlookmxlmaezrmlu
pleco and they tell someone else, and 20
on, untt] you get the particular part.”

Building old cars can be a1 expen-
sive, ime-consuming bobby. Kibler es-
timates he has spent $8,000 to $30,000
nvcrng].ng about 10 hours on a weekend
and three or four hours during the week
in bullding hs cars.

"I usually end up them be-
cause somcone glves me an offer I

can't refuse” . :

His lutest ereation though, is his fa-
vorite.

*°This one has nlllhamueuxtusmlt
I've ever wanted,” he says. “This one is
pretty much It”

ANOTHER FARMINGTON HILLS
resident, Rlchard Mueller, Is also Intee-
ested In historic cars and s the proud
owner of a 1934 two-door Ford sedan.

“1 was intercstod in cars before I
_could even drive,” uld the il-yub-old .
car enthustast,

Richard Muslicr takes ‘meticulous cero of hia

englne. ERCT R REATS AR

His Ford is

with help of GM parts

By Doug Flmkn
stal writer ~

Jim Gohan. of 'I‘roy‘ owns a 1923 Ford — ann of,
- The car Jooks like a 1923 Ford bat virtually all of
its mechanical parts were scavenged from General
Motors products, cleaned, then attached to a frame
and an aluminum body fashioned by Gobart. ~

The car wilf.be diaplayed with nuﬂy 1.m oth-
ers this weekend at u:u {ifth anoual S Rod Na-
tlonals North show at the State Fllrmnnd.l in De-
tralt. -

} .
Gobart, 34, modestly admits that his car will get
‘some speclal attention becanse it's one of the fow In.
the entirc show which is completely handmade.
- The gold two-scater with a removable top and &
‘rumble seat was bullt over a four-year period in the
snld 1970s, Gobart sald, It's probably worth §40,000,
Put he has no Intention of selling,
<: "1 did it for a lot of reasons,” ba sald, *I enjoy
worldng with my kands a great deal. I like anything
with a motor in lt. T've alwaya been fasclnated with
uld cars,

:'IWASnlwaynaurnu!wmewuaua.' !

Gobart said. “I had an older hro!hu' who bed some-

two waoku nl clcanlng time lov l.luvl!tr

Anne Kiein 'l

INTRODUCING, THE ANNE KLEIN Il
FALL COLLECTION FASHION SHOW
AND-SEMINAR. TODAY, SEPTEMBER.
19, 12 NOON AT NORTHLAND, AND
7:30 PM. AT TWELVE OAKS. -
, TOMORROW, SEPTEMBER 20,
12 NOON AT EASTLAND

Plom tumn Io Pago10:

idea '

N o

better

1834: Ford sedan.. A Sunday drive can result In

thngwdowllhluwnnuduuwtmduwlyu
Junlor high.”

All of the work was dooe in the backyard and
garage at his house. Tho engine — -asoccv-a -
came from a '72 Chovy. The rear

' {_'mua; ’68 Corveltn, the ateering calumn (mm a '76

Gobart bnn! one-sixteenth-inch aluminum for the
body on an Eoglish wheel, and did his own azsem-
bling and painting. It was 2 labor of love.

“As far as aciua] money speat, It wamn't much
because I'did all the work myself,” bo sald. *If you
. figure man hours, It would be a tremendons

amount.”
Gobart, an e.nglneerlng technician, concedes that
his work ba und served him well during the

ckgro
project. “You don't learn dolu this job,* ho sald.
“You better kmow what you're dolng when you ,
start” - L

* A Street Rod-Natlonal it & wmpeuuou. as
such, with judging, Gobart said.

Ploesa turn to Pago 11,

power ~for
Ooharl'l Strest Rod.




