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That autumn nip in the air can't be denicd, Timely

Irozen soil Hmits the abllity of their roots to take up
lawn and garden tasks listed by Michigan State Uni. r e n waler to replace it. Needles or leaves can bocome go.
versity Extension specialists have a decidediy fall fla- verely dried out.
vor: i )

© After frost has killed the tops, dig and storm

@ After leaves fall, plant or transplant declduous
trees and shrubs. Be sure to remove any wire, plastic
corms, bulbs and tubers of tuberous begonlas, cannas,

3 ) cord, plastic burlap or other non-blodegradable mate-

gladioli, dahlias and caladlums, Let them dry for a few ials from trunks or root balls before planting. If Teft

days before storing in dry sand, peat or vermlculite. A ar i I I n in place, they will eventuallly girdle and kill a plant.

€00l (45-50° F), dry storage place Is best. * ~ Water new plants thoroughly and mulch. Support tall
© Winterize roses after the first killiog frost. Plle 8 Irees wil

4o 10 Inches of soil around the cancs. Then cuf canes @ Its not too late fo plant or divido aad replant irls, % Do not prune spring.flowering trees and shrubs  their being whipped o uprooted by the wind. Shi

back or tle them so the wind can't whip them, and  daylilics, poonies and eiter spring an T

bor 13, 1984 Homa tmprovemont

eld
d early summe; now except to remove dead, disensed or damaged newly planted evergreens against drying sun and wind
cover with straw or hay. Top with rose cones or addi-  flowering perennials, branches, The flower buds for next year's display have  or windblown galt spray.. Canvas or burlap screens
tional soll or chicken wire to hold the muleh in place. © Reduce next year's rose disease and insect prob- already formed, and pruning now would remove them. supported by stakes will do the Job.

sorsvemove and destroy all iris foliage and any irls  lems by cleaning up fallen rose lopuey ol Prunlngand g proveet young frut- trees and other tender- @ Collect cones, dried weed seed pods, meadow
tubers showing signs of iris borer infestation. Borers disposing of dead, damaged or diseased canes. barked trocs _q’m, sgmh ainst damage by gnawicg  $2S55, buls and other dried plant materials for win.
are plump, pink caterpillars that tunnel o the iris rhi- ® Repot house plants that outgrew their contalners mice and rabbits. Hm"@ lind o{g “{rﬁ‘:mf fer crafts projeets. -
2ome, which usually becomes: soft and mushy. with  over the summer, Inspect plants lh&t spent the sum- Cylinders of q |

discard

© Rake leaves off the lav at least once a week 5o
bacterial rot. Eggs are lald on foliage In lnte summer  mer outdoors and toes o 151024 nches s e e trues 50 they cxtend 1, > Bake leaves oft lawn and smother the grass
and early fall, so removing follage climinates the eggs  fo contro] inseet or disease problems, e usual snow level. plants,

pest © Gather and destroy fallen frults and rake up @ If the weather has been dry, water trees and ® Remove and destroy diseased plant materials in
© Clear dead and dying annuals and the dead tops  leaves of apples and erabapples to reduce the carry- * shrubs weekly until the sol freezes. Evergreens, par-  the vegetable or flower garden. Remove or plow under
of percnnials from flower beds and borders. They may  over of such Insect and disease problems as apple  ticularly, nced to go Into winter well watered. The;

y  other plant materials 5o the garden doesn't provide
maggot and apple scab. will continue to lose molsture from their foliage after  wlnter shelter for. Insect pests,

Get out the spreader 1 more time

1 o Delore you retire your lawn-care tricats that grass plants will use to has stopped growing. This is usually  plants during late November and De-
9 '.&‘,r- equipment for the winter, one last green up slowly withoit a lot of top-  about the first or second week of No- cember when roots can still grow and
2R \‘g task © a final lawn fertiliza.  growth the next Spring. This means  vember in most of Tower Michigan, develop. Fertilizing before the ground
| tion you aren't running for the lawn Although the possibilily s remote, n  freezes reduces the potential for run-
i Turfgrass speclalists at Michigan  mower every couple of days and  heavyrain fust after application could  off. Applying the fertilirer carefully
State University advise applying a mowlng when the soll 13 too wet. Be- result in some water pollution by fer-  with a spreader is also important,
high nitrogen fertilizer to dormant cause clippings are fewer, you can re-  tilizer runoff. To avoid this, put on o Fertilizer carelessly scattered on
lawns before the sofl freezes. Fertiliz-  turn them rather than remove them more than 1 pound of actual nitrogen  pavement and other hard surfaces
ing in the late fall helps thicken weak  from the lawn. per 1,000 square feet. On soils,  goes siraight into storm ‘sewers or
or sparse turf and strengthens the turf Growth that oceurs after fertiliza-  cnt that to % pound. I it's avallable, ground water. Turf is a thick mat.
to withstand the winter. More impor- - tion could leave the turl more suscep- - use fast-release nltrogen — urea or . Fertilizer that gets through that tan-
tantly, it promotes root development  tible to winter nfury. But this i not  ammonlum  nitrate. Slow-release * gleto the soll in quantities that meet
that will en the lawn in the  likely if you apply fertilizer at (he forms are more cxpensive and thelr  but don't exceed the lawn's needs Is
coming year, It also provides the at-  reco to the

: s 3 mmended rates after the grass  nutrients are not available not likely to go much farther.
o)
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