Page BAx (PAW,G, 64, F-10A]

Wednesday, July 29, 1970

By Philip H. Power
Publisher

On a recent visit, a friend of
mine with no-experience here in
the suburbs proposed a contest.

~Take a bunch of people who
have never been in Livonia or
Westiand or even Southfield.
Drive them through every in-
tersection in the city,”” he said.

“Then offer them a small but
substantial prize if they can cor-
rectly identify the center of each
city. I'll bet you won't have any
winners.”

In a sense, my friend was
right. With the exception of the
cities of Plymouth and Farming-
ton, both old established towns
with an identifiable downtown and
city center, most of the commun-
ities in this area just happened.

Livonia doesn’t have a down-
town and wants one badly, West-
land is new and has a severe case
of the sprawls. Southfield has a
nice city hall. but its onty down-
town is at Northland or the Tel-12
Mall. !

When vou drive from Detroit
into Redford Township, the only
difference is a little sign that
announces you're in a different
place.

PRI

IT'S THE OLD problem of
identity.

IU's partly a physical prob-
lem: Livonia just doesn’t seem

sdifferent from Redford Township
or the eastern part of Plymouth,
Southfield doesn’t seem much dif-
ferent from the eastern part of
Farmington Township.

But vou drive from Ann Arbor
to Jackson and you get a feeling
that vou are somewhere differ-
ent: the whole physical aspect
and feel of the two cities is differ-
ent in a way we don't have here
in the suburbs where everything
merges imperceptibly into every-
thing else

It's also partly an economic
problem. An executive with a big
company gets transferred to
Milthigan and moves to Livonia.
Then he gets a promotion and
moves to Southfield. Then he is
transferred again and moves to
some other state.

Research we did last year in-
dicated that this turnover rate is
enormous. around 10% of the total
: population moving in or out in a
year =
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IN THIS CONTEXT it’s inter-
esting to see a proposal made last
week by Livonia Supt. of Schools
Rolland Upton.

He wants to have a perform-
ing arts center developed in Li-
vonia. He wants an amphitheater,
which might eventually become a
national dramatics camp, similar
to what Interlochen has become

in the music field. He wants a :

“heritage lane,” set in an apple
orchard on the site, bordered with

buildings from Livonia's past.:

which would be moved there.
He wants land for nature
study and camping

In short, he wants to create
something in Livonia that would
both distinguish the city from
others and provide Livonia resi-
dents with a sense of past heri-
tage of their community.
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UPTON PUTS his idea this
way:-“This is a large community
with little or no identity...It (the
project) would give a sense of the
past to youngsters who live very
mobile lives.”

It's still too early to know
exactly what the plan involves or
whether the Livonia School Board
will approve putting millage for
such a project on the ballot.
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But Upton’s proposal has gone
to the heart of one of suburbia’s
central problems: Lack of identi-
ty, lack of roots, lack of a sense
of community.

Livonia--and other cities in
this area--needs desperately to
solve this problem. History
solved it for Plymouth and Far-
mington by creating downtowns.

Upton wants to do it in an-
other way.

1 think it's a good idea, well
worth study by everyone in the
suburbs who- wants to make the
good life we'lead a good deal bet-
ter.
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There’s Little To Fear
If 18-21 Gets A Vote

Despite the mouthiness of
campus radicals, there seems
really to be little to fear if the 18-
21 year old group gets the vote -
at least in Observerland.

We old fogies over 25 or 30
are unlikely to see vast hordes of
youngsters turn our- established
government in radical directions
because (1) thel kids aren't all

" that radical and (2) they aren’t

likely to vote in full strength.

In fact, younger people -in
general tend to be lax about regis-
tering and voting. Observer
Newspapers showed this in a
study of the performance of dif-
ferent age groups in the August
1968 primary in Farmington city
and township, Garden City, Li-
vonia, Plymouth city and town-
lshi% Redford Township and West-
afid. !

* B .

I REMEMBER it very
clearly. The reporter, a college
student working as an intern, was
certain younger voters were
more politically conscious than
the older folks.

But he was the type of young
professional 'who stuck to the
facts and didn’t let his own opin-
ions interfere, and here is what
he found: *

- People in the 21-25 age
group had a 26% turnout.

» In the 26-30 age group, %5%.

# The 31-35 group, 29%.

® The 36-40 group, 25%.

® The 41-45 group, 34%.

® The 46-50 group, 30%.

® The 51-60 group, 33%.

¢ The 61-70 gmup 35%.

¢ And the 71-plus group, 34%.

The pattern’is clear: With
minor exceptions, the older a per-
son is, the more likely he is to go
to the polls. This; says nothing
about the 18-21 group, of course;
but extrapolating from the facts
we do have, the only scientific
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conclusion is that they would do
badly.

It should be pointed out that
this study is necessarily slanted -
- not against young people but in
their favor. How? Because it
covers only registered voters --
the politically interested people.
It didn't cover those who never
bothered lc register.

- IN SURVEYING the 19th
Congressional District, Rep. Jack
McDonald of Farmington set up a
separate category for the 18-21
age group, and it showed ‘‘the
kids'' are little more radical than
their parents.

On the question of using fed-
eral funds to bus pupils to
achieve racial integration, men
were opposed by 91%, women by
92% and the 18-21.group by 85%.

As for federal shipbuilding
subsidies, these were favored by
75% of men, 69% of women and 65
of the 18-21 group.

Abolishing the draft was fa-
vored by 68% of men, 80% of

women and 83% of the 18-21 group.
. o=

WHY, THEN, DO most pec-
ple succumb to the notion that
youngsters today are better edu-
cated and more polmcally inter-
ested?

One can only speculate. It's
this observer's impression that
the youngsters get heavy doses
of ‘teaching about the federal
government in their civics and
political science classes but much
less about state and local govern-
ment.

- The sociological facts of life
are that it takes people some

egrs to settle down residentially
and to become aiakened politi-
cally. It's settled and awakened
people who do most of the voting.

Why Not An Amphitheatier: Center?

DISSENT

View points expressed in DISSENT
do not necessarily reflect those of
Observer Newspapers Inc., but sre
presented in the belief that publica-
tion of all segments of thought on &
public issue is a prerequisite 10
understanding and progress. K

By LAWRENCE PERNICK
Oakland Co. Commissioner

As a member of the county

LOTS OF Wk, FELLA

Board of Cnmmissio/um—'wha\sf\
job it is to appoint road commys-
sioners, I would like to napl‘;kJ
your recent editorial regarding
Southfield roads.

Because of our great concern
with the condition of county
roads, the Board has a close
working relationship with the
ﬁoad Commission. In fact, our
county is the only one in the state
which allocates property tax

to the Road Commission
for the\uurpose of road construc-
tion.
s

WE ARE ALSO join{ly spon-
soring legislation to cotfec( the
gross injustices of the stite’s pre-
sent gas-weight tax refund for-
mula which returns only 40 per
cent of paid-in taxes to our
county while others in the state
receive .as much as 278 per cent.

The Road Commission bas
been utilizing all the funds availa-
ble to it, and from 1956 through
1968 spent as much as $24 million
on construction projects. Of this
amount, $1 mitlion was spent in
townships and the remaining $11
million was spent in cities and
villages. Of the latter amount, $2
million has been spent in the city
of Southfield.

Thus, 20 per cent of all the

Leonard Poger writes

Urge ‘Yes’ Vote

Today’s society can find
many things to dlsagree and base
its disunity on. But ne:‘i Tue;day,
Aug. 4, western Waye County
suburbs can unite and, move to-
gether on an important issue
which virtually everyone agrees
on. *

That issue is the one-mill
property tax for the:!one-year-old
Wayne County C ity Col-

IT WOULD enable the college
to expand its program from 26
college . centers throughout the
county to an estimated 40 centers
planned for this fall. It would al-
low for day time courses, smaller
classroom loads for teachers, a
full-time faculty could be hired,
counselors would be retained, a

+ library-could be established, and

more could be bought

lege, a new educational facility
which serves everyone from high
school dropouts to senior citizens.
P :

THE PROPOSED property
tax, $1 per $1,000 state equalized
valuation, would bring in more
than $8 million for the- college,

which includes Wayne Comruni- -

ty, Redford Union, and South

Redford School- Districts within |

its boundaries.

At present, the college has a
budget of $1.3 million and is lim-
ited to holding only night time
classes in rented and leased pub-
lic schools in the county.

Approval of the one-mill prop-
erty tax Tuesday will mean
many things to manyg‘eople,

A Guest Editorial

(Reprinted from
Detroit Free Press)

What happened to Annapolis
Park, a black subdivision in
Westland, in its rezoning fight
represents one of those small-vie-
tories for human values that have

to be won if society is to be fit -

for people.

The Westland city council
voted 4-3 to reject the rezoning of
32 acres adjacent to Annapolis for
industrial usage. The decision
was made despite a strong feeling
among public officials that West-
land needs industrial property on
its tax rolls and despite the feel-
ing of some:of the four who voted
against rezoning' that it would
have worked out all right.

The cotncil majority simply
detided that if the 500 black fami-
lies of Annapolis felt threatened
by the rezoning, it was not worth
the cost. Councilman Ross Tuttle
said he would “like to see the
biack community become a part

of the white community and not
be divided.”

As more and more black
families seek to build a life in
suburbia, for much the same rea-
sons that many whites have fled
the city over the years, they will
need the kind of friendly under-
standing that the Westland coun-
cil showed.

Too often the resndems of the
city - and it is now! the black
population that is miost heavily
concentrated in the city — have
been abused by noise and the
building of freeways and bad'zon-
ing. It is crucial that newer areas
avoid where possible inflicting on
these emigres the same condi-
tions from which they fled.

The cities of the nation must
gradually be rebuilt, because
they were stuck together with too

little attention for:human valyes.
Surely we can leﬁtﬁ&‘m!‘

ward to see that the new subdivi-
sions being built now aren’t
fore-ordained to make (he same
mistakes.

for the students.

. The community college has
done things for people which we
didn’t think we could do, said Act-
ing College President Murray
Jackson. ‘*We had faith in people
and love and understanding.”

He said the community col-
lege is providing ‘“‘opportunities

for people arid a quality of life.”
X e
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“WE WANT TO make the
quality of lives possible and offer
alternatives, and let' people de-

cide what they should do,” the

college president said.

Donald Thurber, president,of
the college’s board of trustees,
pointed out another good reason
for support of the college. i

“Each generation should be
better edicated than the'last and
the college represents another
way to reach that goal,” he sald.
*‘Education is a continuing thing
and educatlon shouldn’t stop” with
a high'school diploma;"’ i

One’ of*the best reasons for
Westland and Redford Tuwns!up

- voters endorslng the tax levy is

e *‘open door’’ policy at the col-
$ge. :
P :
CLASSES ARE open to high
school dropouts who want to im-
prove their places in life; work-
ing students who want to learn
more about their jobs; adults who
just want to learn a little bit more
about their country and world;
&nd senior citizens who feel that
persons over 54 should be doing
more than just playing checkers
ina nenghborhood park.

The Observer Newspapers

‘believes in the purpose and the

goal of the Wayne County Com-
munity College, and thig newspa-
per encourages: Ht- $ters in the
Wayne Community, Redford Un-
ion and South Redford School Dis-
tricts to vote ‘‘yes’ for this
worthwhile cause.

construction performed in cities
and villages was performed in the
city of Southfield. Yet 1960 popu-
lation figures show Southfield
with only 6.4 per cent of the city
and village population, while 1970
figures ‘will be about 10 per cent.
In addition, there are 21.55 miles
of county roads’in Southfield, or
12.4 per cent. of all county roads
in cities and villages in Oakland
County.

Your readers will probably
recall these recent improve-
ments:

1968

12 Mxle-Greenh;ld to Southfield
$233,600

Greenfield- mvm-é to 12%2 Mile

$170,000 -
Greenfjeld-8 9 Mile $51,000
Greenfiel ile to 12 Mile

$4,300

12 Mile (at-E v ggen) $19,800
1969

12 Mile (Greenfigld to Southfield)

$7,000 A
(sireenfield (11 Mile to 12% Mile)
Greenfield (8 Mile to 9 Mlle)

10,000
Greenfield (124 Mlle to 13 Mile)
$ 110,000

. .

CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
proposed for the near future are
as follows:
1970 (Proposed)
12 Mile at Lahser - $95,000
Southfield (at 10 Mile)  -$15,000
1971 (tentative)
Greenfield (9 Mile to 11 Mile)

Lahser (Northwestern to 500 ft.
N. of 11 Mile) $180,000
12 Mile (Telegraph to Lahser)
$350,000
Lahser (at 9 Mile) $35,000
Oakland County is probably
the fastest growing area of ‘our
State, and the road needs are
staggering. But the costs are also
staggering. Therefore the need
for our city and county to work
together to ‘bring in more road
construction tax dollars from,
state and federal coffers is an
immediate and constant one.

Sense And
Nonsense

Taxpayers should be happy
to hear that the U.S. Housing and
Urban Development Department
is planning to open a regional off-
ice in Detroit next fall. This will
make taxpayers-supported trips
to Washington, D.C., or Chicago
by city officials unnecessary as
they can now get their informa-"
tion by a cheap.telephone call or
a 30-minute trip downtown.



