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Analysis: 14th State Senate Primary

Kuhn Vs. Pursell—Key Choice In Senate Race

By DENNIS PAJOT

Analyzing the 14th District
State Senate Republican pri-
mary contest:

Three chaliengers are seek-
ing to unseat an incumbent of
.their own party in this district,
which is comprised of Livonia,
Plymouth and Northville in
Wayne County and Farming-
ton and West Bloomfield in
Oakland County, -
* It is the fastest growing dis-
“Trict populatien-wise in the
state, has been represented by
both Democrats and Republi-
cans in the past. and presents
the three-fold problem of can-
taining large measures of blue-
¢ollar industrial workers,
white-collar executives and no-
“collar farmers and retirees.

* THE INCUMBENT, Sen.
George Kuhn of West Bloom-
field. is -completing his first
four-year term ‘in which he
rose to considerable stature
among his Senate constituents
and plaved key roles in some
.of the most controversial legis-
lation of modern times.

His anti-abortion final stance
is believed to have antago-
nized a great number of one
large body of voters - the
women. except possibly those
of Roman Catholic faith or
rural puritan dogma.

His anti-parochiaid final
stance is likely to have antago-
nized most Roman Catholics.
But it is likely to have glad-
dened those of rural puritan
dogma

His pro-repeal of property
tax credits on the state income
tax will surely offend those
.who agreed to the income tax
ballot on the basis of property
tax credits promised.

THOSE INTERESTED in
improved education will be in
a quandary ‘to determine
. whether Kuhn is on their side
or against them. His vote for
the property tax repeal put
_more money in education cof-
fers. His vote against paro-
chiaid simultaneously was a
vote agatnst an improved pub-
tic education funding proposal.

Kuhn's most touted single
area of accomplishment. his
sponsorship and passage of
stiffer anti-riot Jaws. isn’t
likely to offend .many in his
district and probably has
sealed a great many (o his bal-
lot square. *

He’s sure to have picked up
important campaign support
from residents owning prop-
erty in Detroit. from police-
men and from those generally
disgusted with violent pro-

“lests.

Liberals claim it is repres-

sive law and that Kuhn would
~have been better advised to
<strike at the root causes of
2 such protests. but most peopte
“generally ugree with Kuhn,

““We've got to have order be-
fore we can make changes."”

Another Kuhn boon, a spate
of banking legislation, has en-
thused party leaders and prob:
ably those who have frequent
tontact with banks, but isn't
the type of thing to excite the
great cross section of voters.
. Kuhn is banking on his re-
cord, on his quick rise to stat-
ure among his colleagues and
his entrenchment as an incums,
bent, which is important to
working party men in that
every seat will count in spades
at gerrymandering time next
year.

..

KUHN’S RECORD, his
claim to district allegiance and
his relevance to the district’s
voters is being

it must remain voluntary and =~

non-taxing.

PURSELL'S STRENGTHS
are in his “local boy making
good'' image, his proresslonal
background as an educator In
an education-conscious dis-
trict, as a businessman
(realtor) who forged some of
the forerunning businessmen's
action groups, as a civic

Also going for Pursell is the
fact that no less than four chal-
lengers are gunning at Kuhn,
three from Kuhn's own party.
Pursell being the strongest
candidate on the face of it
against Kuhn, the others can-
riot help but help rip Kuhn's
stature in the eyes of the voter
and only a major slip by Pur-
sell could negate this factor,

Such a slip, or. some other

leadér (Chamber of C

and Jaycees) and as an effec-
tive county official in a county
not known- for effective offi-
ciatdom.

His weakness lies in being
less well known in Oakland
County.

“Ironically, Pursell has going
for him the similarity of his

strongly by his opponents, par-
ticularly the man he defeated
in 1966 for the job, Carl Pursell
of Plymouth.

Pursell, since elected a
Wayne County commissioner,
isn't letting Kuhn's transfer
into the district during that
camipaign go unremembered.

After five times being
elected mayor of Berkley, in
the 15th Senate District, Kuhn,
moved to West Bloomfield in
1966 and immediately struck
out to become the 14th District
Senator. It was legal. He won.
He's been there four years

now, i
~But the voters of thé l4th
Distriet still don’t know where
Kuhn stands en the issues,”
Pursell kegps hammering,
claiming the senator sidesteps
important legislative votes,
doesn't consult with district
officials and is unaware of lo-
cal problems until it's too late
to'do anything about them.”

PURSELL CITES the recent
lake access issue in pamcnlar
in which Kuhn voted lo!' the
bill making state access pur-
chases possible, then scram-
bled to assassinate it when he
learned that it offended an
important group of his constit-
uents .

Pursell also pooh-poohs the
importance of Kuhn's stature
with his fellow partymen in
the Senate, and Pursell makes
quite clear the effectiveness
Pursell has had as a minority
Republican on the %% Demo-
cratic county board of com-
missioners.

Pursell is also playing up the
“conservative” aspects of his
own record, such as tugging
against the so-called *‘Zak
Pack™ high salary bid, to get
the ear of some Kuhn follow-
ers.

Next to Kuho, Pursell is a
moderate. He touts strongly
the value of the Southeastern
Michigan Council of Govern-
ment (SEMCOG) as long as it
remains veluntary and without
taxing authority, for instance.
Kuhn ignores it except to say

name to that well-k con-
servative. “anti-riot’” police-
man Carl Parsell of Detroit.

of
not visible to an intense ob-
server, could send one of the
other Republican challengers
up the middle of the Kuhn-
Pursell breach,

NONE OF the others have
such relevant public service
records, are well-known nor
possess such depth of political
acemen. One is campaigning
as a frank conservative of the

*‘anti-communism’’ s&amp
The other often_sounds' more
like a Democratic ultra-liberal
of the “'anti-war” camp.

Al Smith has a recognizable
name, but frankly admits-it's
merely coincidence. He told a
West Bloomfield audience
campus unrest s caused by a’
communist conspiracy, that

raffles and -off-track - betting
income should replace; prop-
erty taxes, and that he’;would
work for capital pumshmenl in
the state.

Donald Von Rase has been
strolling in an almost inVisible
campaign. His five annbunced
platform stances are: abortion
is a human right of every
woman, withdrawal of U.S.
forces from Indo-China by
Christmas, support of U.S.
Sen.  Philip A. Hart
{Democrat), support of “the

spmt of”' Robert Kennedy
(Democrat) and Martin Luther
King; and support of John
Lindsay (liberal) for U.S.
President.

' PRIMARIES BEING essen-
tially.party affairs, with some
doses; of strongly-opinionated
indepéndent voters thrown in,
neither Von Rase nor Smith
really have a chance .regard-
less of their stances: They just
don't have the partisan oomph.

Unless that Kuhn-Pursell
breach zigs instead of zags.... ~

The_ fifth candidate is auto-
matically elected. Paul Kadish
is the only Democratic candi-
date. 'Hg's running hard in the
primary! contest because he
Has to build up an idenity with
the voters before the big race
after'Auvg. 4. .

Kadish is a liberal Demo-

crat, endorsed by the New
Democrati(‘ Coalition of Li-
vonia and trumpeting the *‘end
the war now,” abortion re-
form, graduated income tax
and anti-parochiaid stances of
,the libera] cause.

He will affect the Republi-
can primary race, because his

challenge for Kuhn's post di-
rectly amplifies Pursell's
charges that Kuhn is not repre-
senting Yis people, not facing
-up to the ““real” issues and not
flexible enough to throw off the
yoke of party machinations.

N

SOME BELIEVE many
Democrats will “plunk” their
primary votes on Pursell be-
cause he would be easier to
beat in the general election,
due to not being the incum-
bent. Others advocate Demo-
cratic plunking on Kuhn to

force a head-on canfmmaﬂon.
of apposing viewpoints in the
general election.

It is doubtful that much of
either willoceur,
of the 14th DAstrlcl State Sen-
ate Democrats have an
equally-important contest in
their own primary for the 19th
District U.S. Congress nomina-
tion.

Primary elections, it
mustn't be forgotten, allow a
voter to cast ballots in only
one party's colymn.

Prediction: Kvhn will fall
The onslaught of aroused
women voters, the general
voters' displeasure, the chip’
Pping of his opponents and Pur-
sell's middle ground stance
plus hard driving will wipe out -
the narrow margin Kuhn
grabbed in 1966,

Here’s Digest Of L&ws Passed -
By Legislature, Governor This

Here is a digest of measures
passed by the Michigan Legis-
.lature and signed into law by
Gov. Milliken to date for the
1989-70 session.

Other bills, such as those
providing for state aid to edu-
cation, have yet to be signed
by the governor.

One of the new laws will
permit 18-year-olds to  become
precinct delegates to state and
(national political party con-
ventiond.

It was proposed by the
Democratic Party after a re-

form convention last fall-

-adopted it as a goal while de-
feating endorsement of the 18-
year-ald vote.

o .

THE GOVERNOR, a Repub-
lican, said that the new law
(H-4361) '‘Provides young
people meaningful access to
the political process.”

"I have long advocated the
voting privilege for persons
_when they become 18, the
governor said, “and this mea-
sure is a very worthwhile step
in that direction.

“It permits young people to
have significant roles in for-
mation of programs by both
political partles-in a way and
at a time when such participa-
tion can be highly important
for them and for the parties.”

e s oe

ANOTHER SIGNED bill (S-
1183) appropriates §37,704,457
for state capital outlay pro-
jects during 1970-71.

The bill provides nearly $7.2
million for completion of 19
building projects and $13.8 mil-
lion to continue projects under-
way, including $24.1 million for
a basic instructional facllity at
Wayne Stite University and
$11 million for the life sciences
building at Michigan State
University.

The appropriation also will
permit the start of construc-
tion of two, 850-bed fiental
retardation centers, one in
Macomb County and another
in Wayne County, and a 200-
bed addition to the Muskegon
mental retardation center.

The funds for a public access

site program, also included in
the .measure, are being de-
ferred pending response to the
governor's request for a re-
view of the program's eriteria.
AR

ANOTHER BILL (S-1184,
LE.) provides for $4,561,895
for planning and construction
of 15 projects at 13 commumty
colleges.

These funds, combined mm
local, federal and previous
state appropriations,
nearly complete about $34 mil:
lion in classroom facility con-
struction benefitting nearly
half of the state’s community
college students.

The governor also signed a
bill (S-1484, LE.) to permit
local units of government to
issue revenue bonds for stad-
ium facilities.

“This step by the State of
Michigan will assure the pro-
per financing ability for such
cities as Detroit, which may
soon construct a mgV stad-
iumn,” the governor sald. “This
bill simply provides afinanc-

will-

ing procedure and does not
commit state funds.”

OTHER BILLS-'signed by
the Governor will: -

-- appropriate $318,060 from
the state general fund for pre-
. liminary studies and planning
of 12 projects. such as a sec-
ond life sciences building at
MSU and the medical center
project at the University of
Michigan, (8-1185, LE.)

- clarify terms of office for
séme former municipal couri
judges who became district
judges under the District Court
Act. (H-3064, LE?).

THEY WILL also pmvlde

or:

~ authority to markek im-
ported commercial fish in
Michigan, when such’fish “is
labeled as having been. caught
and processed in another; state
or can otherwise be so deter-
mined, by the state. (H-2289,
LE)?*

- a method to.distribute
nominal legacies ($) or less) of
unknown or detlining legatees

Hecker Blasts Crime Bill

Ron Hecker of Livonia, 2
candidate for the Democratic
nomination to run for 19th Dis-
teict U.S. representative,
called the new, Washington,
D.C., crime bill, “‘One of the
most repressive laws ever
passed - 'all in the name of
stopping crime in the streets.”

Speaking before the Far-
mington Democratic Club in
F Hecker charged
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that, “Those who voted for
this bill have failed in two
ways.

““They have failed to explain
to their constituents that no-
knock, wiretapping, manda-
tory sentencing, lowering the
age from 18 to 16 for juveniles
to tried as adults, and ‘preven-
tive detention’ for those who
‘might’ commit-a crime, will
not reduce crime in the
streets.

“AND IT'S ALL very remi-

niscent of what they did in an-
other country 35 years ago.
“They also failed to tell
their constituents that the D.C.
crime bill is a blueprint for the
rest of the nation, and will lead
to similar repressive measures
in their own cities. Unless the
Supreme Court acts quickly,
we will all suffer directly.
“"Members of the House of
Representatives held captive
non-controversial court reform
portions of the D.C. crime bill

under the threat thatif . the
Senate did not accept the full
House bill, no action was possi-
ble this year. Court reform
was not worth the price..,) *
A D.C. crime bill has been
pushed by certain members of
Congress for about six y¢
This year the threat of *
sure" in the fall eleel
stopped senators who mdy
otherwise have had the g
sepse and wisdom to stronfly
protest this type o legislation

“I FIRMLY BELIEVE this
bill to be unconstitutional, and
*that it will, in too many inst-
ances, deny liberties to inno-
cént persons. .

~But captive politics' and
threats made possible this hor-
rendous act. It's the game of
old politics which’ men- will
submit to-that is the real cul-
prit. And when you break or
bend the Constitution’ in one
instance, you set a'dangerous
precedent for all America."

O’Neill Rips Opponents
From Both Parties

H. Patrick O'Neill, candi-
date for Democratic nomina-
tion for V.P.

Democratic Club, that two of

ms three opponents for the :

from the 19th District, told a
meeting at the Farmington
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were
mvxsnble and one was slmyy
incredible. -

Breaking a rule of pollllc , )

ing that you don't name t
apposition, O'Neill sald,
opponent by the name of Adel‘
failed to ize throug]

“That left me with only
Hecker to contend with," Q'
Neill said..
lieve some of the thmgs he
told audiences.”

Ron Hecker. of Livonia, said
he would be williig_ to vote
with the Republicans in Con-
gress and let them take over

two months of intensive cam-i
paigning. 1 have never:'at
tended a meeting af any type*
where he was present.”

O'Neill claimed that Harris
was nominated by special in-
terest groups and the fact that
he was not even in the state

T3

through much of the campaign *

didn't make any difference o
them.

think Hecker's aim in being
elected to Congress, is simply
to disrupt the. s\stem O'Neill
said.

O’NEILL CLAIMED that
candidates who would.not go
out and meet the public and
*press the flesh”™ have no busi-
ness representing their canstit-
uents in_Congress.
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to the residuary estate. The
bill. eliminates the necessity
for a special order to dispose
of the bequest. (H-3610, L.E.)

-+ the admission of a will to
probate without the require-
ment of testimony of the sub-
seribing withesses. The bill is
intended to simplify the han-
Aing of small intra-family
wills.and speed.up the probate
"process. (H-3609, LE:)

PO

~ THE APPOINTMENT of
a guardian without notice or
bond té-execute a mortgage for
a married minor. (H-3608,

By

- the employment by a
county of inmates of Michigan
correctional institutions on
non-construction  projects
within any county. The bill
places the authority for assign-
ing employment under the
Dept. of Corrections. (H-2545,
LE)

- exemption from the provi-
sions of the usury statute loans
thade by any state or national
chartéred bank or insurance
carrier to any person who fur-

Tuition
Deadline

Announced

Schooleraft College students
who have registered in adv-
ance for the fall semester are
reminded that payment of tui-
tion and fees should be com-
pleted during the two week
penod of July 27 lhmugh Aug.

Tms applies to students who
registered in advance either
1ast March or during the sum-
mer months. By completing
payments during this specified
period, they will insure both
their enrollment and class as-
signments. Students not com-
pleting payment of tuition and
fees by Aug. 7 will be required
to re-register following regular
registration procedures.

The cashier’s window in the
Administration Building is
open, daily. 8:30 until 4, or
payment may be made by
mail providing it is received
by Aug. 7.

Students completing both
registration and payment.
need not appear on campus
until their first class meeting.
Classes begin Aug. 27.

Pie-Eating
Contest At
Wonderland

An old-fashioned pie-eating
contest will be held at 2 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 2. at Wonder-
land Center, Plymouth at Mid-
dle Belt, Livonia.

Children between the ages of
nine'and 12 are eligible and the
first 150 children to register
will participate.

The criteria for judging will
be the most pie consumed in a
three-minute time limit - us-
ing no hands, of course. The
judges for this contest will be
membérs of the Senior Citizens
of Livonia.

AMERICAN
PROTECTIVE
ALARMS

Security  Specialists
in 4~ Residentiol,
Commarcial,  tn-
dustrial  Burgler
Alorm systems

ph. 838-7008

Year

nishes a sworn statement that
the loan is for a business pur-
pose. {S-1149, L.E.).

~ the leasing of land at the
south end of Petoskey State
Park 1o the Ottawa-Chippewa
Arts and Crafts Cooperative,
Inc., to develop an Indian cul-
tural center’ (S-1335. LE.)

- amendment of the veter-
ans’ trust fund repayment to
reduce annual payments from
$14'million-to $4 millien-and-t0- —
extend the repayment deadline
from 1971 to 1976. The bill also
allows the board of trustees to
grant or loan funds to the state
for the construction of a new
veterans' nursing facility. (S-
116, LE)

~ establishment by interme-
diate schoot distriets of educa-
tional media centers primarily
to provide audio-visual educa-
tion to local schoo! districts.
(H-3041, effective July 1, 1970)

-- reimbursement to the
Grand Rapids school district of
$184,061 in school aid, the
amount deducted from 195970
funds because of failure to
provide a full 180 days of in-
struction during the 1968-69
school year. (H-4753, LE.)

- REPEAL OF section 1872
of the General Corporation
Act, a section which allows a
corporallon in another state to
be_incorporated in
‘(H-4185, L.E.)

-- continuation.- of state
scholarships for a full eight
sefhesters to students who en-
ter professional degree .pro-

" grams such as law. dentistry

or medicine, and who begin
such graduate study before
completing four years of un-
deérgraduale work. (H-4562.
LE) *

- establishment of a 12
percent per month interest ,
rate on delinquent franchise
privilege fees by amending the
corporation act. (H-4184, LE.)

-~ allow the state 9% days
rather than the present 20 days
in which to notify corporations
which are delinguent in filing
annual reports. (H-4039. L.E.)

~ allowing the deputy clerk
of a first class district court to
also perform the duties and
exercise the powers of a mag-~
istrate. (H-3148. no LE.)

-- DEPOSITING STOCKS or-
securities in safety deposit
boxes as directed by a circuit
court. Deposits previously
were required to be in regular
bank accounts and the new law
facilitates handling- of docu-
ments entrusted to the courts.
(H-2525, LE.)

- continuation payments to
persons whose homes or busi-
pesses are displaced by high-
way projects, which brings
Michigan undet compliance
with'federal requirements. (S-
342 -

- AN INCREASE in the
tangible or intangible property —-
requirements for persons re-
ceiving old age assistance. For
a single person, the require-
ment is raised from $750 to
$1.500, and for married Per-
sons, from $1,000 to $2,000. The
bill also changes from five
years to one year the period in
which a person may transfer
or assign property :prior to
becoming eligible for assist-
ance.

. - withdrawal of a munici-
pality from a district library
system. The State Board of
Education is authorized-to 71
require the municipality’ to
furnish a plan far continuing
public library service. (S-290
LE)

-- amendment to the election
code to determine the farm of
paper ballots if there are three
or more parties represented in
?Eprimary election. (H-4256

E.)



