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Thia old house, at 32818 Grand River in Farmington,

Farmington house ma

By Maris Chootroy
staft writer

A 100-year-old Victorian house now
sitting vacant in downtown Farming-
ton may be moved and attached to an-
other house on Balnbridge. Street in
Livonla,

But onc of the first hurdles Plymouth
archltect Robert Summers bas to get
over in making plans to move the home
ts getting Livonla's OK,

At first the city scemed Inclined to
overrule a denlal from the eity's bulld-
Ing department and grant approval to
move the aged structure,

‘Then last night, after seclng plctures
of both houses at both locations, Livo-
nla Clty Councll referred Summers' re-
queat back to commitice for further
study.

“There's o lot of serious questions
about both properties,” said counell
presideat Robert Blshop.

In August, Summers request to move

the house scemed destined to dle after
a clty bullding lnspector sald the “very
old® house was in a "state of disrepalc”
and recommesded that it atay in Farm-
Ington.

Summera bed proposed renovating
the two-story home, now at 32818
Grand Rlver, and attachiog it to hls
present 650-square-foot home at 14647
Baiobridge.

Summers appealed bullding Inspee-
tor John Fegan's dental to the Livonla
City Councll.

Last Monday, reassured by Sum-
mers’ promise that the old house would
be restored and Impressed with the ar-
chiteet's willlngness to pay a large
amount of money to upgrade the old
building, councll sald It was leaning
toward overriding the bullding depart-

- ment's denfal,

Last night, saylng both houses show
eedin

“I'M IMPRESSED with his love {or
the old structure, that he's fighting that
bard for a 100-year-cld home,” Council-
men Fernon Feenstra sald at last
week's meeting. *I normally wouldn't
(go agalnst a bullding department’s de-
cision), but thls time I't on his alde. It's
more of a labor of love.”

Summers admitted the Inside of the
old house needed a lot of work. The
house Is dirty, he 2a(d, and some walls
need to be efther removed or replaced,

He called the outalde “weathered but
in good shape,” except for a front porch
and a rear add(tion. Both were beyond
repalr and would be torn down, he aald,
The front parch would be rebullt,

When finished, Summers sald the two
houses would bave matching ors.
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soon may bo moved to Bainbridgo Streot in Livonla,

y be moved

Summer sald he Is researching the
history of the home. But *when a house
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would coat $50,000 and would increase
the square footage of his house to 2,100
square feet, It was curiosity, Summer
sald, that dpew him to the house the
first timo ke saw it standing at Ms
Grang River Jocation.

“It was tucked way back In the trees
and {t Interested me. It was in decent
shape for this kind of project.”s
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