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Hobbyist at home with bee swarms

By Sharon Dargsy
staff wrttor

A soclety older than the Holy Roman
Emplre quletly thrives in a small cor-
ner of Charles Floeter’s backyard.

More industrious than some Japa-
oese auto plants, an gentle ax puppy
dogs and occasd as flevce a1
tigers, the swarm of 60,000 Ttalian hase
reside In one of two Licensed bes colo-
nies in Troy,

“It's a very strict soclety. Survival of
the hive is the main thing, That's why
they're still together today," Floater
sald. “Some bees are morticinns, some
nurses or fleld workers, They apend
their lives helplng the next generation
~— and they never ask for a raise.”

Floeter, an Insurance agent by trade,
wasn't interested [n buylng equipment
but figured it wouldn't hurt to read a
few books on the topic when hls son
suggested beekeeping as a hobby, As he
read, faseination grew and appre-
henslon diminished,

Floeter decided that he and his wife,
Dorecn, conld coexist peacefully with
the bees, Tha L

colonles 0 sub-rero wedther and the In-
;[adlng“murwlxdmh"
s roplenish

would enhance ‘the couple’s ampls
backyard garden and provide a steady
supply of hopey, subject to the whims
of Mother Nature.

He bought a trio of hlves and & boney
processing tub -band, a
forr ooates of & ron) Goviyin (340
per 6,000 bees), and jolned the Cran-
brook Bee Club, & loosely knlt associa-
tion of prof and

year. An unpsually dry summer also re-
doced tha couple’s henez’hrvut from
an averago 200 pounds ¢o what Floeter
guesses may bo 0 pouls,
Notton, Willlams, Crs Bee
Clay

catlon here [n caso apyono is
stings, I'vo never had to use it.”

fears about tha insect, which In turn
may result in tghter restrictions oo

g the
nate use of pesticides on flowers und
Ipsects also hay reduced the state's boe

Five years later hls Industricus col-
ony still lves in the wooden hives, an
assemblago of what look like bureau
drawers fllled with honey comb dlvid-
ers. Like a hotel for transients, the
tenants change every alx weeks in the
spring, summer and early fal} as adalt
bees gather honey for winter and then
dic. Bees hatched near the end of fall
generally Live through the winter, al-
though male bees are evicted in order
tostretch winter stores,

FLOETER LOST threc of his four
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“It's a serious problem, Bometimes
whole hives are poisoned. I don't know
how much of it might actually get into
(be honcy. There's nothing I've read
nbiu its affect on peopls,” Williams
sal

Cranbrook's booey harvest la 1.5
P weekends through Oct. 7,

Flocter may leave hls meager ¢rop
for the bees this fall rather than ex-
tract and bottlo it as be usually does
every year. wife will make
becswax candles.

"We've never sold a pound of it*
Floeter sald. “Why sell It when you can
give it away? Give someona & jar of of
you'd think you gave them

Floetet’s stingless two-year record is
another sourco of pride, He drives tho
bees away from the hives with burniog

ulekl, take-off, ln.w‘;:ll.lnw lleg:
q ly on take-olf, avoldlng a ne!
bor’s yard,

“ITALIAN BEES ere bred for thelr
gentleness. I was stung once in the last
two years and that way by a wasp,” he
sald. “Most people panic arcund boes.
If you wave your hands at them, the
bees become eated and &1 a
method of survival they sting.

“Honey bee stings are lika fish hooks,
If you scrape the top of the sting, the
venom sack will come'off, I keep medl-

1
Thursdsy, September 27, 1984 O&KE

(R13CKBIC

Orchestra season
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opens auspiciously

By Avigdor Zacomp
specisl writer .

Jullus Chajes is one of our commu-
and ooe

review _

nity's rost gifted
that we are foriunate to have,

“Virtually no X

Beo Club.
“Aon Arbor’s ordlnances spoeifically
saya that no more than two bechives
may be kept on property.”

Bruder sald most citles rogulate beo-
keeping through nulsance ordinances,
all or antmal contro!
offlcers to enforce those regulations
through a ticketing procedurn.

A Redford beekeeper fought hls tick-
et in court, 21075

C
P
be 3 also the music director of tha

the CSO presented Its first of four
concerts of the current, 45th season,
One of the highlights of this pro-
gram was the performance of some
selections , the major one
being a cantata oo the 142nd
‘This work was performed In ca-
tlon.to the pew Holocaust Mernorial
Center to be dedicated next month.
This last statement, bowever, I
sl The cantata is not a re-

Appelate Court declslon which stated
that bees, in and of themselves, are not
considered a publlc nulsance, The num-
ber of hives,

tore that help determine If & public nui-
sance exizts (o a given sitcation,

WHEN RESEARCHING bee ordl-

pances last year, Bruder dlscovered
that some pollce departments, elther
or intent on di

beekeeplng, clalmed thé hobby was
lllegal. But when 'be read the ordl.
nances he found po supporting evi-
dence. :

Bruder suggests that prospective
beekeepers request a copy of the anl.
mal or oulsance ordinances from city

classes about bees and Invited young-
sters to view hls colony. Nelghbors ha-
:aeral,l complained about the insects, he

cent compoaition written for the
evall,nbut a plmw‘ﬁmpoud more
50 years zgo, amazing

Iosight, pre-

phetic
As related to the andlence,

the yoar was 1032, one year before

fanist and ‘conductor, teoor and

Hitler came to power, Chajes, who

foresaw tha events (hat wera to hap- Rique of playing, with vibrato, rather

D e et o e g, sl e

who w eave 3

fore it was too late. BHowever, the tons ty and ex-
mmm‘ x worth th u:om in stylis-

wol 0

tussto that Clajes 808 s Tacegly He sutheaticly. Hollman wrote bis

were spared that period's horrors by OWn cadenias, w. even

following through with his hunch and mOre than bio inteaded.

emligrating to Palestine, which fa
preseat-day Ixracl.

THIS BIBLICAL chapter fa most
appropriate for the event, It
ezpresses gloom and ) deplet-
ed by descendling figures in the mualc,

tech-
e roquired was 3o daxzling that jt

and ends with a bopeful note, deplcted - nique req

patierns,

falled in various places.
This was balanced, however, with
bis skillfo] command and articulation

in the body of (he movements,
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