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Marlin win is Baker’s 200th

&
Larry Baker got his 200th
coaching victory at Mercy
Thursday night as his team
nipped DC,

By Cheis McCoaky
staff writer

Win No. 200 for Farmlngton Hills
Qur Lady of Mercy basketball coach
Larry Baker — a nall-biting 53-47 vic-
tory against Dearborn Dlvine Chlld
‘Thursday night — was in many ways
similar to most of the first 199,

Baker wore his typleal blue sult coat
{don’t call it a blazer) with a yellow
carnatfon neatly pinned (o the lapel.
His eyes were slightly red, unable after
many years to adjust to his contact
lenses, Before the game he assisted
Mercy JV coach Mlke King through an
overtime victory.

Raullm:‘

me old Larry Baker, The blg man
(8- (oot 7 all told) hasn't changed {much)
in the 10 years he's bcen at the helm.
Nobody he

third quarter DC reeled off seven
straight polnts to take a 34-27 lead,

“WE DIDN'T expect an casy time
from them,” said Baker. “I'll take great
satisfaction in this win. We really did
some growlng up in this game.”

‘The Marlins — again, like they have
done so many tlmes ~ put on a rally
that simply overwhelmed their oppo-
nent,

Annette Rugglero, the felsty point
guard, stopped DC's momentum by
forcing & turnover and converting it
into two polnts, Another turnover, Rug-
glero hit Sue Scott with a pretty pass —
four stralght.

Then It was Amy DeMattla's turn.
With center Mary Rosowski In foul

trouble and on the bench, the senjor

forward was handed a heavy load. She
with a 14-point, nine-re-

was faclng. You had (n wonder if any-
one was even aware of it. The players
weren't, King wasn't. No big deal, Just
another game.

And the game was just llke so many
other Marlin victories. They fell behind
carly, DC, enterlng the Mercy gym
with a 5-0 record, wasn’t about to be 2
cakewalk. In fact, at the outset of the

bound performance. Slx of those points
came In succession during Merey's
third-quarter rally.

Supersub Bev White was the next to
shine durlng thls Marlln comeback.
White made three stralght steals off
the press, one of which she converted
into a three-palnt play,

“I couldn't have been happier with

Bruct Kelsey takes the
at Plymouth Satem.

By Rich S8wenson M
ataff wrlter

Alrc the Farmington Falcons for
real?

Who would've thought the Falcons
would have a legiltmate shot at cap-
turing the Wesiern Lakes Activities
Assoclatlon (WLAA) Lakes Divlslnn
crown this season?

They made firm bellevers of PlyrnA
outh Salem Friday night, coming up
with a convincing 23-16 whl over the

Rocks,
‘The visiting Falcons domlnmcd the

tt trom Far

quar

workhorse, carrying the bail 22 times
for 66 yards. Senlor Dave Cunning-
ham rushed for 62 yards on 12 car-
rles, fincluding a touchdown and
Bruce Kelsey added 64 yards on 13
carries. He scored the Falcons’ final
touchdown,

“Our running game was good and
our blocking was great,” Kulek sald,
“We've had a few with our

BILL BRESL

girls
basketball

the play of Bev off the bench,” Baker
gald, *I was also pleased with Michelle
Fryatt’s play off the bench, and Sue
Scott was tough when she re-entered,
We made all those substitutions and
dldn't loose a beat.”

E'S th: t play,

“grew up” during the course of this con-
test, And, indeed, some things hap-
pened Thunduy that hadn't previously
this season.

No. 1 was free throws — the Matlins
sank them regularly. “We got the free-
throw monkey off our backs tonight,”
Baker sald.

DeMattia was a auperb 10 of 14 from
the line. The team was 20 for 32 on the
nlght.

Scott played perhaps ber best game

. of the season, Her qulckness on defense

created several turnovers and offen-
sively she contributed 13 polnts.
of the

AFTER WHIT!

Mercy had run off 13 mnswnrcd
polnts. Suddenly, Mercy was in com-
mand, 40-34.

Divine Chitd;” however, didn't roll
over and dle, The Falcons got within a
point wlth 4:55 left in the game.

Scott, however, eaded that threat
with a steal and a driving layup, Scott,
Rosowski and Rugglero hit key free
(!;hmws down the stretch to keep DC at

8]

“We won this game,” Baker sald,
“They (DC) did not lose it, They have a
beautiful team.

Baker talked about how his team

the tempo
gamc in the second half. She flnished
with seven points and nine steals,

JUNIOR TERRI Ford, a consistent .

performer all season, was agaln sharp.
She scored 10 polnts, made four ateals
and pulled down several key rebounds
in the final quarter.

Add in DeMattia's sizeable contribu-
tlons and you have a nice coming-of-
age per{onnnnce for Mercy, who Is
now 5-1.

1t couldn’t have come at a more ‘op-
portune time, Mercy was coming off a
tough defeat to Flint Northwestern and

DC was primed for an upset.

The Falcons got 12 points from Site
Lubbe and 10 aplece from Karen
McDonnell, Maribeth Birch and prom-
1sing sophomore Sue Nissen.

The biggest thorn in the Falcon side
was point guard Jennifer Dyer's foul
trouble, She sat out the third quarter
with four fouls, Without her, the Fal-
cons were at a loss to deal with the
Marlinpress,  °

“We went right after their reserve
player. They couldn’t take the same ad-
valr‘ni!age of our reserve players,” Baker
sald,

BUT, COACH, what about your 200th

"Oh I'm very proud of that, I won't
try to fie to you,” he sald. “I'm especlal-
ly proud of the way it averages out.
Twenty victories is an impressive mile-
stone for any coach at any level, It
makes me kind of fecl lke I haven't
been slufflng off too much.”

Baker has won 20 or more games in
cach of his first ninc seasons at Mercy.
Hia record now, In his 10th year, s 200~
23, Hla teams have won two state titles
and eight reglonal titles,

Sluffing off? Not hardly.

Hawks settle old debt
by trouncing Churchill

8y.Chris McCosky
staff writer

Just when you think he's played as
well as a high school football player
can play, he goes one noteh better,

John Miller.

The Farminglon Harrizon senlor
back simply would not be denied Fri-
day night In what was billed — by the
Harrison boosters -- as “Revenge of
the Hawks.” X

Revenge Is what they got, too, in a
blg way. The Hawks romped past Livo-
nia Churchlll — the team that shat-
tered Harrlson's season last year — 49-
21,

“Not revenge,” sald Miller, always
the gentleman. *Just a long year of
sweating and working for this game.
Everyone was pumped up, to say the
least.” )

None more 8o than Miller. All he did
was rup the ball 81 times for 261 yards
and four touchdowns, caught three
passes for 44 yards and a touchdown

Chris Green in Friday night's victory

Farmington stops Salem,
sets sight on Lakes crown

give Salem iis only sustained drive of
the day,

AFTER CONNECTING with split
end Brlan Tiller for a 40-yard gain, he
unloaded a 19-yard scoring strike to
Steve Brodzik, who made a clreus
catch at the 5 and carried it Into the
end zone.

Mark Dixon took &

passing game, but we threw for a TD
tonight.”

THE FALCONS jumped out to a 9-
[ 10:0, taking advantage of several
{d

game
1y, and head coach Don Kulck couldn't
have been happler with the result,

“IT WAS A whale of a game — we
came to play,” sald Kulck, whose
team won its third game in four out-

. “The kids really played well to-
night. We controiled the game in the
second half,”

Now in his second season as head
7| coach, Kuick belleves the Falcons
have finally turned thelr program
around.

" don't think we've won three
games In a season In the last seven
. years,” he sald, “The league title Is up
. for grabs, If we continue to play well,
we can win it.”

The Falcons used a ball control of-
fense, amaslng 253 yards on the
ground while rushing the ball 62
times. They compiled 18 first downa
In tbe game, while holding Salem to
Just five.

Jualor tallback Jim Laird was the

R

Salem quarterbnek Steve Sobditch
fumbled on the Rocks' openlng pos-
session, recovered by the Farming-

ton's Craig Petersmark at the $4-yard -

line. The Falcons drive stalled at the
7-yard line, but placekicker Bruce
Kratt coanected on a 23-yard ficld
goal to give the Falcons a 3-0 lead.

Farmington struck again alter an-
other Rock turnaver — an Intercep-
tion of a Jobditch pass by cornerback
Joe Bob Wenson that gave the Fel-
cons the ball at the Salem 49-yard
line. Farmington moved the ball decp
into Rock territory. Then, on third
and one, quarterback Chris Green hit
receiver Ab Hazen with a 14-yard
seoring strike to make it 9-0.

Kratt missed the conversion when
he collided with ove of the linesman
while making his attempt.

The Rocks came back late in the
h.ll!w make It close. Sobdltch was re-
ced by junior quarterback John
starm,-boml four straight passes to

pltch from Sobditch on the fake extra
point attempt and dushed into the end
wrl:(e untouched, making it 9-8 at the
half.

But Farminten came out storming
In the second half, scoring on its first
two jons — a 4-yard run by
Cunningbam and 1-yard plunge by
Kelsey to make it 23-8.

"At halitime, I thought we were
golng to win It,” Salem coach Tom
Moshimer said. “We had the momen-
tum, but we gave the ball up on our
first drive in the second half and thoy
came down and sco

Salem made a last ditch effort to
cateh the Falcons late in'the game on
Brian Tiller's brilliant 50-yard punt
return for a touchdown. The Rocks
made the two-polnt conversion to pull
within seven pointa.

But Salem’s onslde kick on the en-
sulng kicko!f fell harmlessly Into the
hands of Farmington's Dave Bottrill.

POR SALEM, the game was a com-
edy, er tragedy, of errors. The Rocks
commlted six turnovers, including
four fumbles and two Interceptions.

Pleaso turn to Page 2

and pted a pass.

“We knew how good he was,” said
Churchill coach Herb Osterland of Mil-
ler. “But, when you see him from the
_sldellnes ['s a whole. dlfferent story.
He's really something.”

MILLER WASN'T expected to carty
the ball that muckh. The initial plan, ac-
cordlng to Harrison coach John Herr-
Ington, was to test the Charger second-
ary.

“Last year they played us three decp
{in the defensive secondary),” sald
Herrington. “So, we wanted to throw
four recelvers out there and go at them
that way. But, lt didn’t work out and we
went to the run.”

The tempo of the game swung 1n
Harrison's favor very early in the
zanie. Harrison sophomore Scott Bls-
sell pleked off a John Stoitsiadis pass
on Churchill’s second play. It was one
of two Interceptions for the talented
sophomore and one of five Harrison in-
terceptions on the night.

Harrison marched 34 yards in five
plays, all handoffs to Miller, after Bis-
setl’s Interception. Miller took it in
from the 9.

Churchill’s second drive of the night
netted two yards. Harrison then forced

a bad punt — it traveled 3 yards. Four
handolh to Mitler and 36 yards later, it
was 13-0. Mlller scored this one from
the 4.

Hacrison was off and running. Before
the half ended, Harrison had bullt up a
35-7 lead.

Miller scared from the € capping a
$1-yard drive (he galoed every yard in
that drive also). Quarterback Vince En-
tight ran in the 2-polnt converslon.

On Hawks' next pessesslon they went
89 yards in two plays. One was a 44-
yard run by Miller, the other a pretty
45-yard TD paas from Enright to Brian
Smolinski,

THE CHARGERS, however, mo'ed
a lot of grit Stoltaladls
72-yard scoring drive, and capped it ou
by hmlu‘ﬂm Davis on a 17-yard scor.
ing strike.

Harrison scored with 1:14 left in the

% . . if we weren’t going to win, at least
we were going to score more points
against them than anyone else. And
that’s exactly what we did.’

— Herb Osteriand
Churchill coach

half on an Enright-to-Miller pass worth
20 yards.

Enrlght completed 8 of 18 passes for
135 yards on the night.

Mlller scored on a 1-yard run and re-
serve quarterback Matt Dowd threw a
28-yard touchdown pass to Rod Sarcey-
ich to close out Harrlson's scoring in
the second balf.

Stoltsiadis was the spark plug in
Churchlll’s 13-12 win at Harrison last
year.

He didn't beat Harrison this year,
but, with the help of an outstandlng
group of receivers and a pugoaclous of-
fensive line, he rolled up more polnts
on a Harrison defense than any team
has slnce the fifth game of the 1930
season when Walled Lake Western
scored 28 points in a 31-28 loss.

“I NEVER would have thought we'd
glve up 21 polnts against them,” Herr-
ington sald afterward. “We just
couldn't stop Stoltsladls. He's just a
super athlete. And thelr offensive line
was super. We couldn't get to him.”

“ In the fourth quarter, when most op-
ponents would have long since given up
the ship, Stoitsiadis dirccted hls team
to two long scoring drives.

The-flrst one went 2 yards In 15

plays. Stoltsladls ran for 55 of those
yards, including the I-yard mre He
also completed two passes to Chris
Phifer for 26 yards and another to Tim
Dey for 17,

‘The ftnal scoring drive concluded on
the last play of the game ~— a 22-yard
scoring pags to Chuck Robertson. In the
§6-yard drive, “Stolts” completed four
more passes for 60 yards.

Ou lie nighl, e senior rucked up
268 yards In cornblucd offense agalnst
one of the stinglest defenses in the
state. He completed 12 of 34 passes for
171 yards. He was also intercepted five
times. He ran the ball 11 times for $7
yards,

He threw for two TDs and scored the
other. He also kicked all three extra
polnts.

*Playing against him was good cxpe-
rlence for us,* Mlller sald of Stoits-
adis. "I don't think we're going to face
a tougher quarterback.”

Sald Osterland: *I told the team at
balltime that, if we weren't golng to
win, at least we were going to score
more polnts against them than anyone
else, And that's exactly what we did.”

‘The loss drops Churchill to 1-3 on the
scason, Harrison Is now 3-0.

mm»mm

John Miiler continues to wow the prep gridiron. The Hacrison sen-
lor rushed for 287 yarde and scored five TDs Friday night.



