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‘Soldier’s Story’ is authentic

This “Soldicr's Story™ may not be a
pleasant one, but It has the ring of truth
toit,

Most important, It is a story that
needs to be told; the story of what the
pressures of white Amerlea have done
1o black Amerlcans and what black
Amerlcans do to cach other.

“A Soldier's Story™ Is the tale of
Capt. Davenport’s (Howard E. Rollins
Jr.) Investigatlon into the murder of
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Sgt. Waters (Adelph Caesar). The time
Is 1944 when the Unlted States Army
was still and black Ameri-

Howard E. Rollns Jr. stars as
Capt. 'Richard Davenport, an
Army officer Investigating the
murder of a black sergeant at a
southern U.S. Army base during
World War I, in “A Soldlor's
Story,” directed by Norman
Jowison,

can soldters, even oncs like Waters who
had served overseas combat roles in
World War 1, were largely conflned to
custodial duties.

Waters' unit Is stationed in Arkansas
and suspicion of gullt falls on two white
officers when his body Is discavered.
Washingten sends Davenport, an attor-
necy and one of the first black officers,
o investigate the murder.

What (ollows is an engrossing hour-
and-a-half as Davenport threads his
way through the troubled waters of
southern politics-of-accommodation to
the ugly truths of prejudice and segre-
gation.

PRODUCED AND DIRECTED by
Norman Jewlson, and based on the
original stage productlon by the Negro
Ensemble Company which played the
Fisher Theater recently, “A Soldler's
Story” Is an extremely well-mounted
production that captures the blt.
tersweet esscnce of black American
survlval In the South, in the Army, and
In cach others’ way.
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“A Scldler's Story™ is nat enly about
white America’s pressure on black
Amerlca. The real impact of the fitm
lles In Its frank approach to the many
sub-groups within the black

movics is worth it just for those
Scquences and for the singing of Larry
Ritey as C.J. Memphls. Riley's singing,
salo and with LaBelle, captures the
blues ldlom and the fllm's emotion. La-
Belle evokes memories of Bessle Smith
and the black southern tradition of sur-
vival,

CERTAINLY THE actlng and the dl-
rection of those actors, Is crucial to a
thoughtful film with Umited action in
the conventlonal sense, This time out Is
no exception,

D

and their varlous attltudes about how
best to face the white world. Thus “A
Soldler’s Story™ affords a free-wheellng
discusslon of class Inter-r

port’s leads to
testimony by Waters' men; testimony
glven In {flashbacks that graduaily
characterize a tortured man, a portrait

within the black communlty.

In additlon to Charles Fullers
thoughtful scenario based on his stage
play. the fllm looks authentle. It was
photographed by Russell Boyd with a
saft, nostalgic quallty.

THE VISUAL MOOD of the flim s
appropriate for a historical film that
stresses the intellectual and emotlona)
rather than the action modes. In the
few actlon scquences, the lighting and
filtration shift to suitably harsh quall-
ties.

The production was deslgned by Wal-
ter Scott Herndon, who represents the
look of the times: the barren bacracks,
the dry, dusty southern roads and the
cluttered, smokey aura of the soldlers'
bar where Big Mary (Patti LaBetle)
pours out the whiskey and the blues.

As a matter of fact, the trip to the
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That the film works well Is a testl-
meny to the emotlonal power generat-
ed by the confrontations between Wa-
ters and his men and to the strength of
{eclings projected by Davenport as he
deals with the base commandant, Col.
Nivens (Trey Wilson), with the various
white officers and with the black sol-
dlers.

One touching vignette of inter-raclal
relationships, handled with sensltivity,
comes when the colonel's wife, Ida (Pa-
trlcla Brandkamp), brings the colonel's
breakfast while Davenport is visiting.

Her cbvious discomfiture at the pres-
ence in her home of a black officer Is
muted by her sense of good manners.
She doesn’t offer the captaln coffee, as
is her duty as a good hostess and south-
ern lady, but she does offer to have
someone get some for him — a small
but subtle and signlflcant difference.

prices.

Kingsley, with quick service and Coifee

Adoiph Caesar stal
as crualy Sgt. Wate
In “A Soldler's Story,
written by Charles
Fuller and based on

an award-winning
play. It opens at area
theaters next week.
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Haurs, Man. thru Sat. 6 a.m.-10:30 p.m.
Sun. 6 a.m.-2 p.m.
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ALL CASH PAYOUTS » REFRESHMENTS
CLEARY AUDITORIUM
RIVERSIDE DRIVE, WINDSOR
THURSDAY, OCT. 4,6 p.m. to 1a.m.

FRIDAY, OCT. 5, 6 p.m. to 1a.m.
SATURDAY, OCT. 6,3 p.m. to 1a.m,
SUNDAY, OCT.7,3 p.m. to 11 p.m,
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ALL PROCEEDS TO LIONS CHARITIES

OLD FLANNEL mukes # wreat dust cloth.
Sonk material in paraffin oil overnight,
wring out and wash is Jakewnrm water and

let dry, Make seve nsting sup.
ed some help? Try an Observer &
rie Claxsified Ad.
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|Abba Eban hosts
}a 3.000 year history.

12-part premiere
‘Tonight and
.Tomorrow 9:00
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Package For Two Includes:

Two nights’ deluxe accommodations, greens fees and carl for two 18-hole
rounds of golf lor two persans, unlimited walk-on gotf (cart not included),”

dinner and brunch on one day of your choice and more. Package may be

extended.* Reservations necessary. “Based nn aviolahly

© Bay Valley

Catt 1oll free in Mchigan 1-800-,
In Detroil call (313) 963-32-



