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Rocxy Plelffer, the woman who made
cails to her nelghbors in

The congregatlon of Orchard United
Mathodist Church is calling back all
ormer members for a combination
hamecoming and burn-the-mortgage
irvice Sunday, Oct. 7 in the church on
-Lnuminglon Road, between 13 and 14

“Thanks to modern technology and
eopying machincs we can burn the
nortgage twice,” sald the Rev. Robert
Biown, speaking of both the regular
$:30 am. and 11:30 am. scrvices.
“Throughout the morning the fellow-
lhlp room will be open and wilt stay
open for as long as anyone wants to

y around.”

! The church stalf has becn able to
[coul-’lvt about 200 of its carlicst mem-
bers, atertlng them to the celebration
ol.being debt-free, The stalf hopes that
one of the returning members wili be

SAGE {Senior Adults Glving to Edu-

tallon) 1s Inaugurating fts tbird year In
Farmington elementary schools with a
Especial get-acqualnted meeting at 1
.m. Friday, Oct. 5 in Farmington
Branch Library, 23550 Liberty.
The event Is specifically designed to
to the intergen-
rational program which brings togeth-
r grandpersons, so called because one
oes not necessarlly have to be a
randparent to participate, with cle-
nentary-age chlldren.

SAGE, sponsored by Farmington
iArea Branch of American Associatlon
Jof Unlversity Women (AAUW), Farm-
ington Arca PTA Council and Farming-
fiton School Distriet, will begln its fall
g scsslon the week of Oct.
§ The program runs lrom four to six
weeks and brings the grandpersons,
7both men and women, Into the class-

Kead, TR
Week Lesk. 1914

s TUmp

Louiss McBroom

Unlted Methodist Church, will deliver

"Rev. Robert Brown (at loft), pastor of Orchard
United Methodist Church, and Clyde Graham,
lho church historian, join the church staff and

SAGE calls grandpersons

BAGE volunteers Petie Briggs (st Ml) and
introduced themselves (o
i§ youngsters in Larkshire Elementary 8chool. The

l9l6 which brought about the first
meeting of the church [n the orchard
and farm area.

“The name of our church has nothing
to do with Orchard Lake or Orchard
Lake Road,” sald Clyde Gratam, the
{lrst and only lifelong honorary trustee
of the church. “It very simply was
started in an area of orchards.”

“BEING DEBT-frec means a lttle
more to us than just not having another
bill to pay,” Rev. Brown said. “'In our
denomlnation no church- can be full
dedicated until It Is debt-free. This
marks the reality of the church being
fully dedicated to the glory of God and
the ministry to the people.”

‘To mark the occaslon officially, Dr.
Rohert Horton, adminlstratlve asslst-
ant to the bishop of Michlgan Area

room to sharc their time and talents
with the students. Spending an hour a
week working on necdlepolnt, or a
knitting project, or telling storles, or
telling of travels to first and sccond
graders serves as an important link be-
twoeen the two generatlons.

LOUISE McBROOM, a Farmington
resldent and an enthusiastic grandper-
son for the past two years, says of her
SAGE experience, “I've spent a lot of
time in volunteer work, and never has
my return been so great for the amount
of time I've given, We 2ll learned from
each other.”

SAGE will contlnue at Larkshlre and
Longacre elementary schools. If
cnough SAGE volunteers come forward
this fall, the program will start in an-
other clementary school. AAUW prom-
ises that transportation will be provid-
ed for any volunteer who needs It

‘t two, and their counterparts, will be visiting

cluuvoom- sharing their skills, or hobbles or
stories beginnng late this month in the Intergen-
erational program.

both sermons.
‘The mortgage that will be burned

Mortgage burning

gregation celebrates with homecoming

“They'd spring up here and there
every once in a while, not necessarily,
bu none of them

Sunday is the second of two
the congregation assumed since the
firat dozen nelghbors met, first in one
of thelr recreatlon rooms for services,
then for a while in a reated room in the
now-gone Bond Elementacy Schoal on
13 Mile and Orchard Lake Read.

“For a whlle we held services in a
pool hall, where Red Bell Nursery
stands now (in the same 13 Mlle-Or-
ckard Lake Road area),” Graham sald,
“The pool hall never made a go of it,
though. Those people sold out to a ma-
chine shop, and when we got to a mem-
bership ol about 50, we bought the
bullding. It was about the same time
we had our Sunday School golng pretty
well."

Graham remembers in hls growing-
up days that Sunday Schools would
come and go In that area.

congiegallon In calllnu former members back for
a celebratlion of mortgage-burning Sunday.

“We urge senlors to come to the
meeting to just hear what ft's all
about,” sald Phyllis Cummings, the
SAGE chalrwoman. “Everyone has
something to contribute; sharing a
stamp collection, woodworklng’ skills,
writing poetry, special interests in mu-
sle or art. These are just samples of the
range of activities that can be shared.

“No formal training is necessary,
Just the willingness to be with children,
It you can't think of something specific
to share, our SAGE commlttee will find
a sutable activity for yon.”

Cummings' SAGE commlttee for the
scason ks rounded out with Helen Allen,
Perle Briggs, Ellen Harper and Jean
Moran, all members of AAUW. Moran
i3 also the PTA Councll representatlve
on Lthe committee.

For informatlon, call Briggs, 474-
3418,

stayed; somehow they'd just never
catch on,"” he sald.

ORCHARD church was the second
MnLhodL!t Church founded in the Farm-
Ington area and Its members recelved
the full support from Its slster church
in downtown Farmington, First United
Methodist Church of Farmington, and
its pastor, the Rev. Stanley Stave,

When the congregation grew to 400
another move was called for, this time
to rented rooms in Kenbrook Elemen-
tary School, and it was there that a
$200,000 fund drive was launched for a
large and permanent facility,

That was In 1959, By the time 1965
rolled around it was clear that an edu-
cational wing was needed on the
chureh, and that called for another
mortgage.

Graham was chairman for the first
fund drive, helped design the building
and arranged for the purchase of the
land that was then owned by hls family.

Today the membership stands at 927,
with fully a quarter of that number In-
volved in an active music prograys that
includes two hand-bell choirs, The
church sponsors Boy Scout troops azd
opens its doars (or Alcohollc anony-
mous (AA} meetings. Mayfal: Co-op
Nursery, though not an integral pro-
gram of the church, has found a perma-
nent home there, And Tarmington
Youth Assistance (FYA) will use same
of the church rooms this fall for its
parenting classes.

Graham, who has been on the
church’s historical committee since ity
beginnings, wlll set up a display of
memorabilia for members and guesls
who vislt Sunday,

RANDY BORST/ststf photographer

The carved altar and baptismal font in Orchard United Methodist
Church were made from walnut trees that once stood in Clyde
Grnham 's back yard. Graham, who has been ui'lh tho church from
its i is the only ever tared an h y life-
fong trustee.
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