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<2Three hikers follow the marked trail
(rrough Cuyahoga National Recreation
giea (CNRA). Soon, ice skaters and
cfoss country skiers will jeave clouds
§F winter breath above the skatlng
tinks and under the trees of this natlon-
s[ urban park, one of three such parks
&stablished by the National Park Ser-
pice in the 1970s.
»-Cuyahoga doesn't look a blt like Yel-
%«'s(one. Llke its sister parks in New
rk City and San Francisco, it was
eteated to bring National Park Service
facilities to clty-dwellers who may nev-
¢ visit America’s natural wonders.
»/CNRA is,/a 30000-acre park that
stretches for 22 miles between Cleve-
Iand and Akron. Some local pundits
predict that it wlll someday be the
"&eniral park” of a gigantle Cleveland/
Akron mega-city. Meanilme, it pro-
vides nature, history and recrcatlon
asound the Cuyahoga River, paralleling
what Is left of the histatlc Ohio and
iirle Canal.
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WHEN THE park is in full summer
swing, you can ride a sieam train be-
tween the two citics, visit a restored
19th century village and attend regular
crents at Blossom Center, summer
home of the Cleveland Orchestra.
+'In winter, the park Is a wonderland
for those who Ilke to cross country ski,
skate, follow nature tralls or partlci-
pite in actlvities offered by park
rangers,

Canal Visitors Center, on Canal Road
at the Cleveland end of the park, offers
indoor programs, primarily related to
the old canal. Happy Days Vlsitors Cen-
ter, on Route 303 at the Akron end of
the park, offers a regular Lyceum se-
Tigs at 7:30 p.m. Friday nights, free
programs that range [from spcakers »
apd fiddling contests to plays,

"SARM-WEATHER actlvitles begin
in, May when Hale Farm and Village
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opens, recreating the life and work of
Western Reserve farmers, housewives
and tradesmen of the mid-1800s. There
is lots of activity: candle-dipping in the
(armhouse, glass-blowing and weaving
in the craft studios, events in the vil-
lage church.

To savor the village fully, however,
you must slow down to a 19th-century
pace. Slt on a rock beside the old foot-
bridge. set in a field between the farm

and the church. Hear birds clattering,
smell the dust of a summer day, watch

insccts bend the heads of foxtails.

Restored villages are always a little
too well-run to be true, but this one is a
credible reflection of rural life. There
are no fences around the site, no pol.
Ished Willlamsburg-style scenes, just
rustlc costumed townfolk moving pur-
poselully through rough grass on cither
side of a country road.

A LINE of vintage railway cars,
pulled by a 1918 Mikado steam engine,
wilk chug-chug you to the village on its
regular Saturday run through the park.
It is operated June 16 through Oct. 20,
except for Labor Day weckend, by the
Midwest Railway Hlstorical Founda-
tion.

Otherwise, you go In by road from
either Cleveland or Akren, as you do
when you join music lovers at Blossom
Center in summer season. They picnic

on the grass or buy scats under cover to
tiear the Cleveland Orchestra or musi-
cal events featuring natlonal perform-
ors.

Falt or winter, consider a stop at the
Taverne of Richfield, a white clap-
board inn in the old canal days. Rich-
field was once a stagecoach stop be-
tween Cleveland and Akron. Today The
Taverne is a popular lunch or dinner
stop 20 minutes drive from either city,
elght miles from Cuyahoga National
Recreation Arca,

IT DECLINED from an Inn to a bor-
dello to a dllapidated bar before Mel
Rose restored It as a tavern in 1977, It
has since carned four-star rating from
Mobi] Guides, The 1avern Is especallly
popular for Sunday brunch,

For further Informatlon, contact
Hale Farm and Village of the Western
Reserve Historical Society, 2686 Oak
Hill Road, Bath, Ohio 44210; call (216)
861-4573 in Cleveland or 666-3711 In
Akron, Cuyahoga Valley Preservatlon
and Scenic Rallway Assoclation is in
the park at P.O. Box 49, Peninsula,
Ohlo 44264.

The Cuyahoga Valley Natlonal Rec-
reation Area, P.O. Box 158, Peninsula,
Ohlo 44264; call (212) 656-2025 in
Cleveland, 650-4636 In Akron.

You can also get gencral information
from the conventlon and visltors hu-
reau in either clty.

rban park is Cleveland’s playground

Costumed workers till the soil on the Hale Farm, Cuyah:
ron and Cleveland, Ohio.

: Vi ETr iy
¥ 4 on @A y _}? }‘ .‘?}l—;.:.; :';;?’ ﬁ;:ﬁ. b
; e WguSRRI S, SO
4 oup do. G PRI DN
oret05e0 BRGNS | VAT
K FAA W o0 Tearoin . & X '«%\ $ -
K 9 7 ‘ovacc\\ndDMng,s‘v’g o des‘pg(‘cmo Qs ¢ ﬁ.ﬁgﬂ,nb S 5?"3‘ &
; M CWORD T i ool o GO e, 4 o TR A
e oation nets, 008, winnie 0T e Wnd O/ biaing Qrada oS3 omsit syl
R OO O oo ey NS R tor-s0meOlaAIC ond P e PN D
W MiC ng: ey (s 2
; D?a‘ascnd eryo 'eqe\t“:“g‘ * G,\c“@ ?\ gl 9 ) i‘“ R 'e?;‘.;. ;
8 B omeing S o by L o Do VO nogc e NN
; 0 oaucoud vl S0 perty o somes & B0 i inat BRI G b
K ot ¥ SNEY "o\ ot 4200 i« ;’.q y \
3 J OIS 0 e 3
k e WAL o tnen' g Dm\?ﬁ ity BiceP \“e‘i“\ 1‘4\'9. ".

fing tne ¥
e nin
1o
NEY W
ALY OISNEY o o :
Ao\ oW o o ~
he o\‘\‘ihe(e, you oe il oca - -
. e o . 7\"““’“ B ‘NO\AD Pl
o C o5 h T DS
o e ;lod yonat de\o‘\\s.
o e < \\dbo youts!
%00 tion” € 3y
- s
) - )cludrg 42-10. 10eS 130 5
o oven
< paops

IXTTIETS

-5\1‘.1;.5"



