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.l-enlu Lnngo Ix Jewell lvy, a farm woman who lluhis to
save her home, in “Country.”

.. the movies

~ -4 Dan
. Greenberg

Pace of ‘Country’
moves too slowly,
with cliched story

(Opens Friday, Oct, 19)

It ts difficult to assess a productlon so well-mounted that the
film is pleasing to see but so sl d, cliched and d. icall
weak that the audlence leaves dlscontented and hored.

1t getting there is half the fuz, then you may enjoy “Country,”
but be prepared for a slow trip on a questionable plot.

“Country” was devell

ped and by Jes-
slea Lange (“Frances,” “Tootsle™) who stars as Jewell Ivy, Her
character is the personification of every hard-working woman,
partleularly the farm women, whose caring, external softness be-
Hes her Internal strength and courage, age-old source of famlly
vigar, .

Jewell struggles to save her ancestral farm from foreclosure
and her family from personallty problems. The unusual twist s
that this is a 1982 story, not 1932.

Her imperturbable husband Gil (Sam Skepard — “The Right
Stuff”) suffers a shift and
his character crumbles virtunlly overnight when threatened by
FHA foreclosure on the farm.

JEWELL IS supportive and, at least nitially, 80 is ber father,
Otls Stewart (Wilfred Brimlcy ~ “Tender Mercles,” “The Natu-
val’}, her children Marlene and Carlisle (Therese Graham and Levi
L. Knebel) and County FHA Supervisor Tom McMullen (Matt
Clark). They all try to deal intelligently with the problem.

In an incredible reversal of dramatic logic, everyone starts to
blame Gil, includlng GlI himself. It just doesn’t wash as the real
villatn Is the government and its bureaucrats whose pollcles lead
to the forectosure attempt, .

But shadowy government policy is difflcult to blame, particular-
ly when represented as a one-dlmensional cliche, FHA District
Director Waymon Fordyce (Alex Harvey). So everyone dumps on
dear old dad.

‘This gives the film a misplaced feminist overtone since GH is
not the villaln, government policy is, That's an interesting thought
for :hn election year and one wonders why they pulled such a

N

Naturally, Gil's rapld personality change (guilt at work) leaves
Jewell holding the famlly together, with a message that strains
eredulity while sf g an llent portrait of
motherhood and feminine grace,

THAT PARADOX, as well as the film's transparent conclislon,
1o matter how well-grounded in legality, just doesn’t work.

One cannot fault Lange’s actlng, or the rest of the cast for that
matter. The other actors’ characterizations are extremely sensi-
tive, convineing and well-photographed by David Walsh ("Private
Benjamin,” *Unfaitbfully Yours"). Walsh captures the visual es-
sence of rural America and the quality of farm life in pleasant,
warm tones.

Co-producer and scenarist William D. Wlttliff, co-author of “The
Black Stalllon” screenplay, bears the greatest responsibility for
“Country's” flaws since the script's weakness is glaring.

Certainly the sensitive work of r Richard Pearce
(“Heartland") has drawn excellent portralts from the cast, particy-
larly Lange's Jewell, Knebel's teenage son, Carlisle, and Brimley’s
old man, Otis.

Sam Shephard is all dressed up, ready to go to town and negoti-
ate with the FHA. Hls quite obviowsly uncomfortable suit, con-
trasted with knec-high boots, Is an image that remalns. As a good
farmer, he first waters his stock, sloshing through the mud to do
20. A very convinclng and touching view of farm life.

- IN SPITE OF such flne images and the visoall ly rewarding
1andseapes, “Country” Is too slow. There's no need for seemingly
Indefinlte views of the countrynide with nothing happening. It may
be reasonable o thick that a slow film will communlcate the alow
pace of farm life, but it doesn't, Thera needs to be something more,

particularly in the way of dramatic credibillty,

8am Sheperd Is Jewsil's husband Gii, who blames him-
setf for the foreciosurs on the tarm.

however.

Most noteworthy is the name of the
grape used to make the wine, If it car-
ties 75 percent or more of a varlety,
the chances are that It will use that
name. Thus, a bottle of pinot noir will
contaln at least that amount of that

grape,

Whatever else Is used is up to the dls-
cretion of the winemaker and hls
blending art. If, on the other hand, a
generie name (e.g., burgundy, white
wloe) or a proprietal one (A Thousand
Flowers) is used, the blead may be any-

g grown as 8 grape. With these
there i3 no hint from the name as to the
nature of the contents, except color.

THE NAME of the winery producing
&e bottle Is perhaps of next impor-
nee.

Every American winery 13 bonded
and thls name, or its d.b.a. (dolng bus!-
ness as), must appear, along with its

wine. (This Is absolute nonsense, of
course, but we'll go along with it for
present purposes.)

In general, grapes from, say, Winery
Lake Vineyard are conaldercd more de-
fined and desirable than those from
Napa Velley, while the latter are pre-
ferred to'a blend of North Coast or Cal-
Ifornia vines.

Tha reasoning is that each macro
and micro-climate has its spectal areas
of grapes beat sulted to it. A chardon-
pay from Edna Valley, a pinot noir
{rom the Carneros, a zinfandel from
glry Creck, all have geography behind

em,

On the other hand, San Luls Obispo
does not produce great cabernets, nor
does Monterey, and grapes from these
reglons might well be labelled by a
broader reference base to dis
thelr humble origins. Appellation Is Im-
portant, but only if one grasps some of

The term “estate bottled” generally
means that the grapes were grown on
the property of the winery. That sug-
gests control by the winemaker over
the d

: Monday, Octabor 16, 1984 _O4E . : (F-8BY0)C

Label expands wine knowledge

To enhance the pleasure of drinking  yards, the parent name need not also .
wine as well as provide useful Informa- appear.
tion, the label on a bottle of wine can ‘The source of the grapes, the appel- Wj ne
be good readlng. lation, is also Important, A winery lo-

Wine ia not only a taste experlence, cated in Santa Cruz may use Napa
and visual as well, it Is also cognitive. grapes, thereby allowing the pame R ich a rd

- Knowing what Is belng drunk broadens  Napa to avp&nr as the Amﬂﬁloﬂ. 'xt'hl:

one'a scope. grapes, not the winery, whal

Because most wines consumed these Jnvgl?od here. Watso“
days are American, we'll use a Califor- A general rule regarding appella-
nia label as an example. With some tions is that the smaller the geographi-
modifications most European labels cal roglon designated, the dearer the  SOME.LABELS will carry estra  discussions as to which year is the bet-
carry the same essential Information, grapes and the more preftiglous the terms, designed to denote qualiiy. ter one, in which wine enthusiasts love

to engage.

FINALLY, there are the verbs In
very small print defining the source of
the wine, When such phrases as “made
by.”

of the
grtpu, and may or may not be import.
an

Terms such as “vintage selectlon
mean only that the winemaker likes the
product a great deal and that you will

pay more for It because of that. Caveat"

emptor,

The alcokiol level also will be report-
ed. If it is Is not, it can be salely as-
sumed that it falls In the normal 11.5-
16 percent range. It is called *table
wine® only it falis within these parame-

rs.

If the wine is vintage dated, and
most wines are these days, it means 95
percent of the wine in the bottle was
grown In that ycar. This assures the

7:" *P by,” “vinted by, and
the Like are used, it means the winery
was chiefly responsible for the wine in
that bottle.. :

When terms like “cellared by,” “per.
fected by” and “bottled by* are the
strongest statements made, one knows
that the wines wers made and ferment--
ed elsewhere, the only thing done by
the winery belng flnal blend and bot-
tling,

And there are the occaslonal, but In-
creasing, side panels that tell the Inside
story of the wine, more or less, Ridge
Vineyards perbaps s best at thls but
many wineries now do an excellent
commentary on harvesting, the condl-

origln. If a “second” name i3 used, e.g. the subtleties of California grape  purchaser of freshness, or whatever, in  tions, bottling and aging strategies em-
Liberty School by the Caymus Vine- growth. the wine and allows for those extended ployed.
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what’s at the movies

ALL OF ME (PG). Carl Relner's latest, greatest
comedy, wth Steve Martin and Lily Tomlin,

AMADEUS (PG). Superb rendition of Mozart's life
with Tim Hulce and F. Murray Abraham.
Direced by Milos Forman,

BODY ROCK (PG-13). The flash, style and exclte-
ment of today's pop culture, with hunk Lorenzo
mas

THE BOSTONIANS (Unrated). Classy, beautifully
mounted production of Henry James novel stars
Christopher Reeve, Vanessa Redgrave and Jes-
sica Tandy. Detalled characterization of 18th
century trlangle ia centered on early femlinist
movement.

CAREFUL, HE MIGHT HEAR YOU (PG), Austra-
lian film exploring the bitter struggle between
two sisters to galn possession of young boy
whose mother died in childbirth,

COUNTRY (PG). Unsatisfying, melodramatic tale
of hard times'down on the farm, with Jessica
Lange and Sam Shepard.

THE EVIL THAT MEN DO (R). Charles Bronson in
story of man's vengeance when the system fails,

GHOSTBUSTERS (PG). Bllly Murrdy, Dan Ay-
kroyd and Harold Ramis as parapsychology re-
search students trying to rid New York of
menacing ghosts. |

IRRECONCILABLE DIFFERENCES (PG). Drew
Barrymore, Shelley Long and Ryan O'Neal in
engaging story of family problems.

PLACES IN THE HEART (PG). Sally Ficld as
young widow, In Depression Texas years, faced
with supporting berself and two young children. -

THE PRODIGAL (PG). Contemporary allegory
about an American family faced with spiritual
and emotional coofllcts, John Hammond, Hope
Lange, John Cullum and Arliss Howard.

PURPLE RAIN (R). Another rock music fllm with
family problems mixed In. Features Prince and
Apollonia Rotero,

REVENGE OF THE NERDS (R). Tasteless, color-
less college comedy,

‘TEACHERS (R). Comedy about teagher versus the

Coffee Shop
* % %

Now Open for Dinner
Offering the quality you expect from the
Kingsley, with quick service and Coffee Shop
prices,

Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 6 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.

Sat, &Sun.6am.t02pm.

1
o

i \WOODWARD AT LONG LAKE ROAD
OLOOMFILLD HILLS o 6431400

BRUNCH .
BUFFET

Nominated one of the best by
Monthly Detroit Magazine

Adults *7.75 - Children 7 and under *4.95

Served from 10a.m.to2p.m.

AKD A1 LOWG EAS L HOLD
NEOOMMILDL ALY o K37 ETen

school system, starring Nick Nolte, Jobeth Wil-

Uams and Judd Hirsch,

THE WOMAN IN RED (PG-13), Pleasant summer

comedy about a middle-aged man and his sexual
fantasies, Gene Wilder, Glida Radner, Joseph

Bologna star In film written and directed by

Wilder.

Oriental Stalf,
Muscle Preasute
Wi
Private Roama or
len and Women.

ORI BN

23841 Orchard Lk. Ad.
n the Nr. Mower Plaza
{Betwn. 124 13 Miie)
Farmington Rills

53-2898
SHOGUN ORIENTAL
HEALTH SPA
22100 Telegraph Rd.
North of § Mile

356-7310
Monday-Saturday 10-2 AM.

Newitr i/

and the Jews

Jewish life in
the middle ages.

Abba Eban hosts.
Mondays 9:00 PM

ENTEATANME!

fit TOWN

(G

'y

SHralea Frn

Foatuiing Petite FROG LEGS *7.91 per person
Monday 8 Tuesday nights
Complete dinner -

Early Birds! Special Menu 3-5 p.m. 4.96 to 47,56

3315 AUBURN ROAD
Berween Adams & Opdyke Rds,
852-3410

All you can eatl

‘ﬂ ordar,

ISmm—VR100
24 exp. roll

Plus huge savings
on other film sizes.

NORTHVILLE » 300 N. Canter,

DEVELOPING
AND PRINTING,

color Print Film. On any disc, 110, 126 or 35mm color
printroll of film (full frame, C-41 process only), including
our[[E0Jfumbo 6°x4” prints trom 3Smm. One roll par
coupan, excludos use of other coupons. Otfer good
through 10/20/84. Coupon must accompany

Coupon must
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These Convenlent Area Locations To Serve You!
PLYMOUTH « 882 W. Anin Arbor Trall, BIRMINGHAM » 3636 W. Maple

“The 350 Speciulist,” )
D I O I 0 0 I T

so

iccompany order.

D ucholly-

. Friday, October 19, 7:00 P.M./Saturday, October 20, 11:00 A.M.

Sunday, October 21, at Noon

including properties from the Estate of George E. Villerot of Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml and a fine and rare

gun collection from the University of Michigan

Preview October 12 thu sale dates, 10-5P.M, Sunday, Oct. 14, 15PM. Catalogues $8.00, postpaid
10

Featuring:

Antique and fine guns and military accessories +
Georgianand vintage silver

18th century porcekins

sihouettes, b boxes

Y
Painﬂngs by Eugene Boudin, Watercolors by Sir Wilkam Russell Flint

Over 1000 fine offeriny

8S
Gabriel r;l/igolele {Swiss 1856-1921) oil on canvas, “Restfud Company”
]

29"x 36

DA uhilly-

409 East Jotterson o
Acroes trom the

since 1827

Detroit, M 48226 « Phone (313) 563-8258
Auctionsers and Appraser in Michigan, Ohio snd the Midwest

OCTOBER
AUCTION

Center




