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Christmas crash

Continuad frcm Paga 3

dy said. “And I that part of the #ar,

they were no longer treating captured

airmen very well.”
Strangety enough, Purdy — who was

“Sitting In the dark in the rain wait-
ing to take off on 2 mixdon ia very

Work to begin
on area roads

Waork is beginning this week on %0
mad-improvement projects in the
F

area,
One praject includes 2 asw sphalt

and curds placed it the intersection af
12 Mile and Farmungon mmads.

Thie ather praject .nvaived e reaur.
facng af Crchard Lake Road &om
Freedom Raad 3 Gragd River Bath
intersections. at Grand River ind Free-
dom Road. 1lso i be improved. Fol-
lowing e repaving, a waffc ngzal
MU e instailed 2z Freedom and Tr-
chard Lake soads.

2nth prajecta, wnes wll e paid fac
mestly 3v ranta from e federal gov-
eramest, are being constricted by the
irm of Cetzoit Canerete Products an-
der contract w0 the Cakland Caunty
Raoad Commusion

Tie pavng il Se completed “us
fall.

seary,” be satd. ““That's when you feel
afraid. But, when you're crash landing,
there's just 30 much going on that you
don't have time to de afraid. We bad
been on fire earller. When the fire went
out, It was such a big rellsf

The Battle of the Bulge. raging all
arcund them, prevented much move-
ment once the 2irmen landed, but they
e 15
Corps. They stayed in
the area unti] after New Year's.

FINALLY, THEY “barrowed” a
#eapany carrier from the Army —
"when they weren’t looking,” according
.n".u'dy and sped off to Belgium,

In Belglum, we made contact waith
the m&r;uand:eﬂwbacxmsug-
land in 2 C47." he said.

Pardy, .znembealmegimsnmn
Graup flytng out of Horham, Engl
%23 10 partictpate in 39 more bombing
mussicns aver Germany.

He sull has ws “fak map® —
marked “SECRET" —~ thawing he ar
Toutes in coior and contaiming us sota-
vons.

Ee won't farget bombwng ran No. 14
when the plane had w5 make an emer-
fency landing an 1 short fighter cun-
#37 D Frapes. Another memorable
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remembered

day was Jan. 3. 1943, when his was one
of 1,300 Fortresses dropping 2,500 tons
af bombs an the heart of Berlin.

The Flying Fortress was "one teriff-

ic arplage.” accarding to Purdy. “It
could have mare things wrong with it
and still fly than aay airplane ever
buife.” .
Purdy, director of engineering ser-
7ices and gquallty centvol ot Fedecal
Magul, got o see the inside of 2 BT
during his recest reunion. By special
arrangement, the former {llers were
allowed to explare one oa display at the
Air Force museum near Dnym

“That was the big thrill * Purdy said.
‘It #as 2 lot smaller than { remem-
bered.”

Aad hiy sernice Suddies (of the 10,
seven were o hand. two are dead and
one couldn‘t be found) had put on a lt-
te weight

“They loaked the same basically.”
Purdy said. “Thewr 7atces sounded tze
same. Bug they were, ['d 327, 30 pounds
aeavier.”

THE WIVES 5f e fler., Purdy am-

phasiced, were the moving foree befund
.‘us the firyt-aver seunion of tie 35th
Bomb Group. “l"bcy‘we aminen eaca
other these {0 yeary.” he said.

Purdy was ungle when te gave up
dig engineering stidles at Fayve Cm-

varaity and joined the Air Car:;a at age
20. "It was gue of those things.” he re-
Aembered. “Everyone was gntna in the
Army. You were one of many."

Purdy had never flown an airplace
or thown much interest in aviation be-

bomber pilots and #ho was going w be
fighter pUots By your psychological
makeup,” be said. “Bomber pilats were
the conservatives.”

Purdy marmed s wmfe, Jean, in
1345, and then completed s education,
sarung an sa@neerny degree Sum
Wayne with the help of tke GI BUl of
Righta,

de's worked w the bearing induscy
since graduation, the last {3 yeary at
Faderal Mogul. The Purdyy have four
cmldren. ail grown and moved away.
and four Jreat grandchildren,

Curing Be summer af 1382, Jean
and Glenn Purdy ook 2 two-waek 7a-
cation i France iad were able w lo-
zate the farm feld ‘o frapce whers
‘Lacxy Lady" crashed on Christmas
Eve af 1944,

Waeat st:ll grows i the feld whers
ttey crashed, le said in 3 lengthy lerzer
‘a 3 lormer ¢omrades in arms at
Carstmas of 1982,
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FINANCING  AVAILABLE!
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- FARMlNGTON HILLS

NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY AT MIDDLEBELT

A ditierent kind of financial
institution is coming to
Oakland County . . . where

YOU are a VIP.

YOU earn higher interest rates
on your savings. YOU can
depend on us for help with all

is the day!

We have the finandal strength
and management know-how to make

long term commitments for YOU.

We have 35 years experience

in being a better kind of bank.
We’re over $210,000,000 strong
... and still growing! 30,000

your financial needs. We

customers in southeast Michigan

have known us since 1950 and we
want YOU to know us, too. Watch
for us! We're coming October 17!

BANKING WAS
NEVER LIKE THIS

- WE GUARANTY IT!

GUARANTY

FEDERAL SAVINGS

Member FSLIC
FARMINGTON HILLS ® W‘VMDO’HE @ LINCOLN PARK ® DEARBORN @ RIVERVIEW ® ALLEN PARK @ TRENTON ® BOUTHGATE @ TAYLOR

constantly explore new and
better ways to serve YOU.
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